


Amy Hart was born April 1, 1741 in Dartmouth, Mass., the daughter of William Hart (b 1710) and Mary (Shepherd) Hart (ca. 1719-1809). Her  ancestry goes back to Francis Cooke and his wife Hester (Mahieu) Cooke.  Through this line of descent, our maternal grandmother, Annie Congdon (Hart) Handy, also has Mayflower ancestry (along with her husband, Ralph Ellis Handy).

When she was about 25, Amy Hart had an illegitimate son, Simpson Hart. born in 1766. She gave her maiden name, Hart, to the son, Simpson, as the son’s last name, thereby perpetuating the name Hart.  The father’s identity is unknown, but the son’s unusual first name may give a clue to the father’s name.

The birth of a son to Amy was not without controversy.  It caused considerable concern among the Society of Friends (Quakers), to which Amy Hart belonged.  The following are from minutes of Friends monthly meetings in Dartmouth from February [?] to April 1766:

The case of Amey Hart is referred to the next Monthly Meeting.

Amey Hart's paper hath been read according to the order of last Monthly Meeting.

Amey Hart hath given in a Paper to this Meeting, Concerning her Outgoings in falling into the sin of fornication which the Meeting Accepts with the Provisal that she Read it or Cause it to be Read at the Close of a first day Meeting for worship at Newtown between this and next Monthly Meeting She being pregnant, and Return the paper to the 2d Meeting.

[Women's Meeting Minutes] One of the Overseers Informe this meeting that she had some conversation with Amie Heart [sic], concerning her being guilty of the Sin of fornication but She found no satisfaction, and it is the mind of the meeting they are clear without any more Labour with her, and do appoint Susanna Allen and Deborah Hicks to draw a paper of denial against her and bring it to the next monthly meeting.  Elizabeth Smith is appointed to acquaint her with the conclusion of this meeting.

[Women's Meeting Minutes] Amie Hart's paper of Denial was Read Signed in this meeting and carried to the mens meeting for concurrance and assistance to be read at the end of the first day meeting and to be returned to this meeting to be put on record.

[Women's Meeting Minutes] Whereas Amie Hart Daughter of William Hart and Mary his wife of Dartmouth in the County of Bristol in the Province of Massachusetts Bay in New England, Having had her Education among Friends and under the care of this meeting : yet by disregarding the Testimony of Truth in her own heart hath so far deviated therefrom as to be found guilty of the Reproachful Sin of fornication as apeard by her having a Bastard Child and friends having discharged themselves labouring with her in tender love to discover to her the Evil thereof but our labour not having been effectual to friends Satisfaction.  Therefore for the Hearing of Truth and friends from the reproach thereof this meeting is conserned [or "conferred"] to give this forth as a Testimony against her and do hereby Publickly disown her the Said Amie Hart from being one of our Religious Society and from under the care of this meeting yet desireing it may be agreeable with Divine Pleasure that she may yet come to a Sight and Sense of her outgoing and by an unfeigned acknowledgement of the Error thereof & return to the way of truth and find mercy   Given forth, and Signed in and on behalf of our monthly meeting of Friends held in Dartmouth the 15 day of 4 month 1776 By / Wm Anthony Jur Clerk / Susanna Smith Clerk

Amy Hart took steps to make sure that Simpson Hart, her illegitimate child, would not be disinherited.  Amy was married Dartmouth on 18 August 1778 by Benjamin Akin, justice, to Samuel Joy, when she was 37.[footnoteRef:1]  Before that marriage, she filed the following legal document. [1: Amy had two children by Samuel Joy.  He died in Dartmouth, Mass. on 9 May 1815.  The place and date of Amy’s death are not known.  A deed shows that she was living on 21 November 1812 (Bristol County Deeds, vol. 95, pg. 50-51):] 


INDENTURE / Know all men by these presents that I, Annie Hart of Dartmouth, Mass., seamstress, being about to marry, and whereas my honorable father, William Hart, late of Dartmouth, Mass., deceased, died intestate and seized of land and tenements, which by law I shall be interested in one third part thereof, and having a mind to secure a half part of my share, part, or portion of my lands, that shall be set off to me, in my father's lands, to my son, Simpson Hart, before marriage. Now know ye for and in consideration of my love and good will that I have and do bear toward my aforesaid Simpson Hart, I do give and grant unto him my son, Simpson Hart, one half part of all my rights, title, and interest, share, or portion that I now have in all the land of my father, William Hart, died seized of when my son Simpson Hart shall arrive to the age of twenty-one years."  ... dated Aug 11, 1778 [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Bristol County Probate, book 59, pg. 424.] 


Amy (Hart) Joy, her husband Samuel Joy, and Amy’s son Simpson (when he reached the age of maturity) owned land in Dartmouth that they eventually sold.

Simpson Hart, the “Bastard Child” of Amy, is the great-great-grandfather of our maternal grandmother, Annie Congdon (Hart) Handy.\

Simpson became a tanner and farmer.  He married Lois Bryant (a Mayflower descendant[footnoteRef:3]) on 23 February 23, 1791 (when he was about 25) in the First Congregational Church, Dartmouth, and had nine children, seven of whom survived to adulthood. [3:  Through Lois (Bryant) Hart we also have Mayflower descent in a direct line to our grandmother Annie Congdon (Hart) Handy.  The descent is from a descendant of Francis Cooke.] 


The oldest child of Simpson, Gamaliel Hart (ca. 1792-1834) -- our maternal grandmother’s great-grandfather -- was a successful mariner and lumber merchant.  Another son, Simpson Hart, Jr. (1804-1876), became a captain of a merchant vessel and prosperous sailmaker in New Bedford. Son Archippus (aka Charles) Hart (ca. 1807-1839) was a sea captain. Son George Hart (d. 1863) became a boat builder. Daughter Sophia Hart (ca. 1796-1849) married a successful New Bedford merchant, Thomas Mandell, Jr. Daughter Deborah Bryant Hart (1798-1871) married Benjamin T. Congdon of the illustrious Congdon family, from which our maternal grandmother is descended (though not through Benjamin T. Congdon ).

Simpdsn Hart died on October 19, 1823 in New Bedford, Mass. at the age of about 57.

Bibliographic Note: An authoritative history of the Harts, right down to our maternal grandmother, is Genealogical History of Samuell Hartt, from London, England to Lynn, Mass., 1640, and Descendants, to 1903; Nicholas Hart, from London to Taunton, Mass., 1642, at Boston, Mass., 1643, and Warwick, R.I., 1648, and Descendants; Isaac Hart, from Scratby, England to Watertown, Mass., 1636, Later of Reading, Mass.; and Thomas Hart, of Ipswich, Mass., 1639; Lawrence Hart, of Newbury, Mass., 1675; James, Hart, of Leicester, Mass., 1734; Jacob Hart, of Dedham, Mass., 1735; Peter Rine Hart, of Colerain, Mass., 1776; Avery Hart, from England to St. George, Me., 1754; and Several Short Lines and Their Descendants up to 1903, by James M. Hart (Concord, N.H., 1903).
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