This is a revised report on our Ellis ancestors. We are related to Ellises on our mother, Elinor Handy Smith’s side, through her father Ralph Ellis Handy.

Lydia Perkins (Ellis) Handy (1851-1930)[footnoteRef:1], a native of Plymouth, Massachusetts and a direct descendant of the original Ellises of Sandwich, was our great-grandmother.  She married Henry T. Handy (1845-1916), the whaler, and was the mother of our maternal grandfather Ralph Ellis Handy (1893-1947). [1:  Re her middle name, Perkins, it is noteworthy that she had an uncle, Benjamin Perkins Howes, a seaman, who was killed in Hong Kong ("Shot by Pirates") on September 23, 1866 (source: Dennis, Massachusetts Vital Records, 1793-1900, edited by Roberta Gilbert Bratti, Natalie Hardacker Ross, and Pauline Wixon Derick ((Plymouth, Mass.: General Society of Mayflower Descendants; 3 vols., 1993), pg. 1445.] 


Lydia Perkins (Ellis) Handy was the daughter of Anson Burgess Ellis and Harriet Newell (Howes) Ellis (of which more below).



Ellis Origins

A series of fourteen articles on the Ellis family of Sandwich, Massachusetts by Cape Cod genealogists Lydia B. (Phinney) Brownson and Maclean W. McLean was published in The New England Historical and Genealogical Register from July 1965 to October 1968.

The first Ellis ancestor of ours to show up in the records, Brownson and McLean note, was John Eilis of Sandwich, Massachusetts. He first appears in the records in 1643.  They estimate that John Ellis was born in around 1620.

At the Plymouth Colony court held on August 20, 1644, John Elis was accused of fornication with Elizabeth Freeman before his marriage to Elizabeth, which “almost certainly” (according to Brownson and McLean) took place before that date. On June 4, 1645:

John Ellis of Sandwich … and his now wife … is censured to be whipt at publicke post and Elizabeth his wife to stand by whilst execucon of sentence is prformed; which was accordingly done. And the said John Ellis for his long and tedious delayes occasioning much trouble and charge to the countrey, for that he would not confess the truth untill the present, is fyned 5 li [pounds][footnoteRef:2] [2:  Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, ed., Records of the Colony of New Plymouth (Boston, 1857), vol. 2, pg. 85.] 


Despite this punishment, John Ellis became a leading citizen. He was appointed to undertake various official duties.  On Jun 9, 1653, he was “approved by the Court to bee leiftenant of the military companie att Sandwidge”[footnoteRef:3] and was henceforth known as Lt. John Ellis. An agreement was recorded in the records in December 1653 whereby Ellis and two other men would pay the town for whales that had washed ashore which they took. In March 1654, Ellis and other men -- including James Skeff (to whom our ancestor Richard Handy would later become indentured as a cooper) -- agreed to collaborate in the building of a mill.[footnoteRef:4] A year later, Ellis was among a group engaged to contribute toward the building of a meeting house in the town.  In May 1659, he was licensed by the court to keep an “ordinary” (tavern) at Sandwich. [3:  Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, ed., Records of the Colony of New Plymouth (Boston, 1857), vol. 2, pg. 61.]  [4:  Sandwich and Bourne Colony Records (1912), Library of Cape Cod Series No. 104.] 


The date and place of death of Lt. John Ellis are unknown. All that is known with certainty is that he died before March 23, 1676-7 (double dating is a genealogical convention) when an inventory of his estate was presented by his widow, Elizabeth Ellis, in probate court. Brownson and McLean) speculate that Ellis may have been among the casualties of King Philip’s War.

A brief note about Lt. John Ellis’s wife, Elizabeth Freeman Ellis. She was baptized in the parish of Billingshurst, co. Sussex, England, on April 11, 1625, the daughter of Edmond and Bennet (Hodsoll) Freeman. She died, according to Brownson and McLean, “probably in Rochester [Massachusetts]” on an unknown date.

Our descent from Lt. John Ellis and Elizabeth (Freeman) Ellis is through a son, Lt. Mordecai Ellis of Sandwich (1650/51-1709/10).



Our Recent Ellis Ancestors

Our grandfather, Ralph Ellis Handy, was actually born Ralph Newell Handy. At some point his middle name got changed to Ellis.

Harriet Newell Howes (1823-1919) was the maiden name of our grandfather, Ralph Handy’s, maternal grandmother (more about Harriet below).[footnoteRef:5]  Harriet was married three times. Her first husband was Anson Burgess Ellis (1813-1853; Ralph Handy’s maternal grandfather). [5:  I was curious to know where her middle name, Newell, might have come from, but was unable to ascertain this, being unable to find anyone with the surname Newell among her relatives or ancestors.] 


Anson B. Ellis was a farmer and mariner.  He was drowned in a boating accident in Plymouth Bay. Anson was the son of Thomas Ellis (1781-1847)  and his wife Rebecca (Burgess) Ellis (1781-1829).

Anson and Harriet (Howes) Ellis were the parents of Lydia Perkins Ellis (1851-1930), Ralph Handy's mother and the wife of Henry Handy, the whaler.  Thus, our grandfather Ralph ultimately took as his middle name the maiden name of his mother, Ellis.

Lydia Perkins Ellis was born on November 17, 1851 in Plymouth, Mass. She was one of six children.  She married Henry Thomas Handy, our great-grandfather, in 1872 in Pocasset (Sandwich), Mass. when she was 21.  She survived her husband, Henry, and died on January 11, 1930 in Cataumet (Bourne), Mass. when she was 78.

Lydia’s parentage and ancestry are interesting.  Her father, Anson B. Ellis, was a mariner and farmer.  The inventory of his estate included "cleared land and wood land," a barn, and "one fifth of lobster smack"[footnoteRef:6]  Barnstable Ship Registers, pg. 31, includes the following entry [6:  Plymouth County probate records.] 


Emerald, sloop, of Plymouth. Built at Waterford, Conn. in 1829 … Registered March 22, 1841 - temporary.  Owners: Thomas Ellis Jr., Anson B. Ellis, Thomas Ellis, Elisha Ellis, Plymouth.  Master: Thomas Ellis, Jr. … Previously enrolled March 19, 1840, at Plymouth.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Alphabetical List of Ship Registers, District of Barnstable, Massachusetts, 1814 - 1913 (Boston: National Archives Project, Works Projects Administration, 1938), pg. 31.] 


Thomas Ellis, Jr. and Elisha Ellis were Anson Burgess Ellis’s brothers.

Anson B. Ellis drowned on December 22, 1853 at age 40 in Massachusetts Bay off Ship Pond (near the Plymouth-Manomet area). "He fell overboard, he had heavy rubber boots on."[footnoteRef:8]  He was buried in Dennis Village Cemetery. [8:  Interview with Carol (Handy) Jillson, August 29, 1993.] 


The following is a summary of genealogical information about the family of Anson B. Ellis and his wife Harriet.

1. Anson Burgess Ellis. He was born on November 17, 1813 in Plymouth, Mass. He died on December 22, 1853 in Plymouth. Probate: May 3, 1854; inventory presented. Cause of death: drowned in Plymouth Bay (fishing accident). Occupation: farmer, mariner. Place of burial: Dennis Village Cemetery, Dennis, Mass.

Harriet Newell Howes, his wife, was the daughter of Nathan Howes and Lydia Sears. She was born on July 24, 1823 in Dennis, Mass. She died on March 9, 1919 in Chicago, Ill. at age 95.  She was married three times (to Anson Burgess Ellis, Lewis Howes, and Nathan Barlow Swift).  She was buried in March 1919 in Dennis Village Cemetery, Dennis, Mass.

Anson Burgess Ellis (first husband) and Harriet Newell Howes: marriage bann, March, 4, 1843 in Plymouth, Mass.; they were married shortly after that date in Dennis or Plymouth, Mass. They had five children:

i. Hannah A. Ellis. She was born on September 6, 1844 in Plymouth or Dennis, Mass.  She married Richard Miller Devens on January 13, 1864 in Pocasset (Sandwich), Mass. She died after 1929, probably in Bourne, Mass.

ii. Harriet R. Ellis. She was born either on November 6, 1846 or November 6, 1847 in Plymouth, Mass. She married Charles F. Freeman on November 18, 1869 in Sandwich, Mass. (Pocasset). She died on February 3, 1926 in Wheaton, DuPage County, Illinois. She was known as Hattie. She was a dressmaker.  She and her husband Charles were involved in a terrible crime. (See below.)

iii. Phebe Etta Ellis. She was born on July 14, 1849 in Plymouth, Mass. She married Pliny Brett Handy, a whaler, who was a close relative of our Handy ancestors. They were married on August 20, 1874 in Pocasset (Sandwich), Mass. She died on March 16, 1881; she is said to have drowned with her children.  Various sources indicate that she died (on a voyage with her husband?) at St. Helena, an island in the South Atlantic Ocean. She was buried in Cataumet Cemetery, Cataumet, Mass. She chose to be called by her middle name, Etta, in adulthood.

iv. Lydia Perkins Ellis (our great-grandmother). She was born on November 17, 1851 in Plymouth, Mass. She married Henry Thomas Handy (1845-1916) on November 28, 1872 in Sandwich, Mass. (Pocasset). She died on January 11, 1930 in Cataumet (Bourne), Mass. Burial: January 15, 1930 in Cataumet Cemetery. Cause of death: intestinal influenza, acute nephritis. Religion: Methodist Episcopal. 

v. Ansonia B. Ellis. She was born in September 1853. She died in August 1855. She was buried in Dennis Village Cemetery, Dennis Mass. in the same plot in which with her parents are buried.  The gravestone reads:

Anson Burgess Ellis, Nov 17, 1818 - Dec 22, 1853 ... Harriet N. his wife July 24, 1823 - March 9, 1919 "Later widow of Nathan Swift" ... Ansonia Ellis their daughter Sept. 1853 - Aug. 1855"[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Cemetery Inscriptions of Dennis, Massachusetts, edited by Burton Nathaniel Derick ((Bowie, Md.: Heritage Books, Inc., 1993), pg. 15.] 


The third child, Phebe Etta Ellis (1849-1881), took her middle name, Etta, in adulthood (as was noted above). Our mother’s aunt Etta Howes Handy (1886-1973; sister of our grandfather Ralph Handy) was named after her aunt Phebe Etta Ellis.

The second child, Harriet R. (Hattie) Ellis (1846-1926), is of interest for reasons that will be explained immediately below. As noted above, she married Charles F. Freeman on November 18, 1869 in Pocasset (Sandwich), Mass.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Marriage record - Charles F. Freeman & Hattie R. Ellis, Nov 18, 1869, Pocasset (Sandwich), Mass. Massachusetts Archives, vol. 217, pg. 233. Charles F. Freeman married Hattie R. Ellis, November 18, 1869.  Place of marriage, Pocasset. Charles, age 23, residence, Lynn; single; first marriage. Hattie, age 22; residence, Lynn; single; first marriage. Charles born Swanton, Vermont; father Willard O.; mother Betsey M. _____. Hattie, born Plymouth; father Anson B.; mother Harriet N. ______.] 


The couple had three children:

i. Lillian W. Freeman was born on September 1870 in Lynn, Massachusetts and died in infancy on February 2, 1871 in Lynn, where Charles and Harriet Freeman were then living.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Find A Grave. http://66.43.22.135/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=123716303. Accessed December 31, 2015.] 


ii. Bessie Mildred Freeman was born in July 1872.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Ibid.] 


iii. Edith Burgess Freeman, was born on July 27, 1874.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Ibid.] 


Facts about the father, Charles F. Freeman, are highly pertinent, since he was involved in a shocking murder case which led to his being committed to an insane asylum. This case is discussed in a separate article.

He was born on February 17, 1846 in Swanton, Franklin County, Vermont.  He enlisted in the Union Army at age 18 on August 1, 1862 and served in the Civil War.

Charles was a cordwainer (shoemaker) at the time of his enlistment. After the war (he was mustered out of the service on January 2, 1865), he was a shoemaker in Lynn, Massachusetts. He and his wife, Hattie, eventually moved to Pocasset, which is part of the town of Sandwich, on Cape Cod.
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