


Capt. Gamaliel Hart (ca. 1792-1834) was the great-grandfather of our maternal grandmother, Annie Congdon (Hart) Handy (1894-1972).

Gamaliel Hart, born in New Bedford, Mass. at an estimated date of around 1791-92[footnoteRef:1], was the son and eldest child of Simpson Hart (ca. 1766-1823), a tanner and farmer, and Lois (Bryant) Hart (1769-1844).  Both Simpson and Lois (Bryant) Hart were Mayflower descendants. [1:  Regarding the date of Gamaliel’s birth, there is some uncertainty here.  One contemporary newspaper source, the Columbian Centinel, indicates that he died in November 1834 at the age of 46.  This would mean that he was born around 1788.  This seems unlikely, given that his parents were married in February 1791, when his mother was 21. Another source -- Vital Records of Nantucket, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850  (5 vols.; Boston: New England Historic Genealogical Society, 1925-28), V:346, citing as source private record from a copy of a list of deaths in the possession of the Nantucket Atheneum -- indicates that he died on November 16, 1834 at age 45 years 6 months.  Another source, Deaths Recorded in the New Bedford Mercury, 1807-1845 (typescript; undated; Free Public Library, New Bedford, Mass),  167, contains the following entry: “Hart, Gamaliel Capt. late New Bedford 46 ["46 crossed out" and "42" written in] at New York 18 Nov. 1834.”  The age of 42 would seem to fit the facts better as being the correct age at death and this would correspond with a birth year of around 1791 or 1792..] 


Gamaliel got his rather unusual first name from his maternal grandfather, Gamaliel Bryant (ca. 1743-1814). Gamaliel (Hebrew: גַּמְלִיאֵל, Gamlīʾēl) is a Hebrew name that translates to "God is my reward" or "recompense of God". It is most famously associated with Gamaliel the Elder (Rabban Gamaliel I), an influential 1st-century Pharisee, leader of the Sanhedrin, and teacher of Paul the Apostle. 

Gamaliel Hart became a mariner and later a merchant in the lumber business.  He served in the militia in the War of 1812.  His military record reads as follows: Hart, Gamaliel, sergeant, 2 Reg't. (Lincoln's), Massachusetts Militia.[footnoteRef:2]  He was a whaling captain.  In 1817, he was captain of the ship John Willis of New Bedford.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  During the waning months of the War of 1812, Massachusetts Governor Strong issued a call placing the militia in a state of readiness in anticipation of a British invasion.]  [3:  Whaling Masters, compiled and written by the Federal Writers Project of the Works Progress Administration of Massachusetts (New Bedford, Mass..: Old Dartmouth Historical Society, 1938; reprinted 1986 by The Borgo Press, San Bernadino, CA), 153.  Handwritten entry.] 


Capt. Gamaliel Hart married Mrs. Lydia (Congdon) Shaw, the widow of Arnold Shaw, on August 11, 1817 in New Bedford when he was about 25 and she was 23.  Lydia (Congdon) Shaw was the daughter of Capt. Caleb Congdon (1767-1832) and Susanna (Taber) Congdon (1770-1839).

Lydia (Congdon) (Shaw) Hart died on January 5, 1830 in New Bedford when she was 36 and her husband, Gamaliel, was about 39.  Gamaliel Hart was eventually remarried, in May 1833 in Jersey City, N.J.  His second wife’s first name was Ann.  The last name is uncertain.  She was a widow and her married name was Patchin or Pitcher.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Index of Marriages in Massachusetts Centinel and Columbian Centinel, 1784 to 1840 (Boston, Mass.: G. K. Hall Co., 1961; 4 vols.), II:1694: Gamaliel Hart, of New Bedford, m. Ann Patchin, of Boston, in Jersey City (CC., May 22, 1833).  Marriages Recorded in the New Bedford Mercury, 1807-1845 (typescript; undated; Free Public Library, New Bedford, Mass.), 307: Hart, Gamaliel & Mrs. Ann Pitcher at Jersey City P 22 May 1833.] 


Late in life, Capt. Gamaliel Hart moved to New York City for some reason.  Perhaps it was connected with his second marriage, or it could have been business interests.

In connection with this move, guardianship of Gamaliel and Lydia (Congdon) (Shaw) Hart’s three surviving children was granted to a brother of Lydia (Congdon) (Shaw) Hart, the children’s uncle James B. Congdon:

Oct 7, 1834:  Lydia C. Hart, a minor above the age of 14 and having made choice of James B. Congdon to be her Guardian -- I do therefore de____ [word? -- "deem", "decree?"] that he be their Guardian ... I further de_____ that said Congdon be Guardian to James H. Hart, a minor above the age of fourteen years who now resides in the City of New York, and also of John C. Hart, a minor under the age of fourteen years -- said minors being children of Gamaliel Hart of said City of New York the heirs at law of the estate of Caleb Congdon late of New Bedford in said County ... H. Baylis, Judge of Probate[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Bristol County Probate Court, Book 134, pg. 185.] 


Just over a month later, on November 18, 1834, Gamaliel Hart died in New York.  He apparently died of a fever.[footnoteRef:6]  His death was reported in the Columbian Centinel and New Bedford Mercury. [6:  Hart, Gamaliel, fever, Nov 16, 1834, a. 45 y. 6 m., in N.Y.  Vital Records of Nantucket, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850 , V:346. Source: private record from a copy of a list of deaths in the possession of the Nantucket Atheneum.  Gamaliel Hart’s widow Ann continued to live in New York after his death, up to at least about 1842.  The New York City directories from 1836 to 1842 list Hart, Ann, widow of Gamaliel, living at 56 Centre Street and later 173 Reade Street.] 


Children of Gamaliel and Lydia (Congdon) (Shaw) Hart:

	i.	Lydia Congdon Hart.  Born in 1818 in New Bedford, Mass.  Died November 6, 1879 in New Bedford or New York, N.Y.  She married Isaac Congdon Taber September 4, 1843, in New Bedford.  He was born. February 18, 1815 in New Bedford and died September 29, 1862 in New Bedford.  The couple are buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, New Bedford.
	ii.	James H. Hart.  Born unknown.  Died unknown.  “He; was in New York City in 1854, a sailor and mariner; d. unmarried.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Genealogical History of Samuell Hartt, from London, England to Lynn, Mass., 1640, and Descendants, to 1903; Nicholas Hart, from London to Taunton, Mass., 1642, at Boston, Mass., 1643, and Warwick, R.I., 1648, and Descendants; Isaac Hart, from Scratby, England to Watertown, Mass., 1636, Later of Reading, Mass.; and Thomas Hart, of Ipswich, Mass., 1639; Lawrence Hart, of Newbury, Mass., 1675; James, Hart, of Leicester, Mass., 1734; Jacob Hart, of Dedham, Mass., 1735; Peter Rine Hart, of Colerain, Mass., 1776; Avery Hart, from England to St. George, Me., 1754; and Several Short Lines and Their Descendants up to 1903, by James M. Hart (Concord, N.H., 1903), 193.] 

	iii.	John Congdon Hart.  Born about April 1822 in New Bedford.  Died September 16, 1823 in New Bedford.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Early American Newspapers, Series I, 1690-1876, “In this town, ... On Tuesday, John C., youngest child of Capt. Gamaliel Hart, aged 17 months.” (New Bedford Mercury, September 19, 1823.)  September 19, 1823 was a Friday.] 

	iv.	John Congdon Hart.  Our great-great grandfather.  Born July 1829 in New Bedford.  Died March 27, 1883 in New Bedford.  Painter.  Served in Civil War.  He married (1) Lucinda M. Haskell on December 24, 1851 in New Bedford.  She was born March 2, 1833 in New Bedford and died January 4, 1864 in New Bedford.  John Congdon Hart married (2) Caroline Waters Butts on June 11, 1865 in Westport or Dartmouth, Mass.  She was born August 22, 1849 in Dartmouth and died September 2, 1930 in Taunton, Mass.  John Congdon Hart, his two wives, and other descendants are buried in Rural Cemetery, New Bedford.

-- Roger W. Smith, May 2011
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