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Of A Startli

The Second Advent the
doctrme of the Second Coming
of Christ — which formed the
prelude to the Pocasset murder,
had begun two years earlier. I-
-tinerant preachers spread the
new gospel. They found willing
lxsteners on Cape Cod, Manybe-
came. converts But these
preachers of the new gospel be-
ganto speakso frantically atthe
Methodist meetings that minis:

began; droppmg out of the
;Methodxst flock. During the
~winter of 1877-78 a revival pre-
‘cipitated . the real schism,
-Pocasset was 'an’isolated com-
+munity in the 70’s. In the church
-was the. only. relaxatxon from
_the rougine of farm life. Reli-
" gion was a dominating commun-

esistance to the attack on tra-
-dxtlonal faith. There was fer-
~yent adoption of the new
~1eachmg e

: ‘The itinerant preachers
~moved on to other fields and

anew converts, perhaps reveling.

] ;n the emotlona} upset they had
»brought to Pocasset and, of
sicourse, quite unconscious that
.they had sowed the seed for a
+.startling crime. A band of 25 or
s ’60 who had withdrawn from the

2 'Methodlst church began to hold.

- meetmgs in their own homes.
w:Second Adventist feéling
k 'ﬂourished because the com-
2 'mumty itself had produced a
leader whose conviction and
rvor exceeded eventhat ofthe
vangelists.

*i2%Charles F.. Freeman had ex-

.-ityinterest. There was stubborn-

afterwards explamed that he
was “beat out of it by back-
sliding Christians.” In Pocasset
he had taught in the Methodist
Sunday school, cared for the
building, and rung the bell ev-
ery Sunday. When he'went out
of the Methodist congregation:
with the other Second Adven-
tists, he became zealous in his
new belief. He told other mem-
bers of the band that he was'as
far ahead of the Second Adven-

3 other

ists
“peop!

-Freéman was ‘¢onvincing in
his self-assumed. leadershlp
He was then 33, a man of plea-
sant , open ‘countenance, and
unflinching gaze. He was of
medium height, with light com-
plexion; his eyes were light

blue, He was born in Highgate,",

Vt.,and when only 15had joined
the Union army. He fought
through the last four years of
the.Civil War and remained in
the army for ten more years,

‘| Honorably discharged, he

heeled shoes in Lynn for a time
and moved to Pocasset in" 1875
with his wife and children.

There he bought alittle home in_
Putts Hollow, near the present’
golf course. He farmed a little,.

and being a veteran, was given
the job of carrying the mail be-
tween the depot and the post
office, <.\ s i

“Mrs, Freeman-had beef Hat-‘l

tie R. Ellis of Pocasset before

hermarriage in 1863. She was 32 |

this winter of the Second Com-
ing excitement — a pale, rather
colorless girl. Psychiatrists said
later that she was under the

complete domination of her:

husband and that her actions

were merely “a reﬂex of those
of her husband.” . i.v7&
The Freemans had three chxl— :
dren. Lillian had died in 1872 at’
the age of two. Bessie Mildred
was six. The baby, Edith
Burgess Freeman, who was ‘to
die* before :her, fifth bxrthday,,
was four. ;

FeltThe Call A :
‘Freeman progressed so |

and carry the word to the world:
-His nelghbors told of how, for
ten days prev:ous toMay 1,1879,
he walked-in a hxgher sphere,
commumng thh the Lord

L D et/ < /éz Seed

Thunder thhout lxghtning fore-
| told to him that the kingdom of

God ' was coming upon
the earth, At the same time he

had an earthly cross to bear,-
.The husband of Mrs. Freeman’ 8:
- sister. came home from the sea. )
to fmd that his, wife had
accepted ‘the doctrine of the
Second Coming He did not, hke,
tify

1L Mrs Freeman was to te

rapidly'in his: leadership of the'| =™
_small band, that he.soon began
“feeling the eall t

"He felt that he should go forth | hiu had great ‘effect:

had,not eaten anythmg He

felt — such as Moses must have
felt when he entered the
témple »

had appeared to him to sacri-
ficea, member of his family, “to
rudely awaken the world from
‘its present condition.” The dis-
traught husband and father was
_waltmg for- the Lord toname th
¢tim when the family reti i

spoke of the great burden he.

A tFreeman mw that the Lord
" said Freeman, “and -informed

.and prayed to:the: Lord’ ‘for gui-- |
:dnnne and du‘ection T

Galonith

their prayers. Freeman said 1a:

30 1879..The two llttle glrls' 8
“ upon ‘his’ nerves and troubléd:| were: put 4o bed after sayiog
him ‘greatly, My husband told.:)
me he»had seen visionsi inoneof | tertheynever seemedsodea:
1 ,hlm as when he klssed the;

for halfan. hour At first she ob— :

'chlatris cal edhrsdommatlon

- joyfully and ‘dressed them-

Y
May 1,-1879, Freeman awoke A
from what he’said afterwards
had-been sound sleep. His |
wife’s final story was that he |B
had not slept at all. ¢

“The Lord appeared to. me,” 3

me that the victim of the sacri-
fice -was-to be my-pet, my idol, 1
my baby Edith, Iawoke my w:fe ;
and we talked the ‘matter over:

Freeman and

-ofher. They then arose, kneeled
by their: ‘bed;’and prayed again. . 1
’I;h ivme voice theyhstened

—_

“end, thatit might be done -
quickIy He prayed hesaid, that
death might come to-the Telief
of the martyr at the first blow.

As hLi¢ came to his: ‘decision,
Fr_eeman felt a greatrelief, as if
- a greatload was raised from his
mind His wife, too, became con-
vinced that their clear duty lay
aheed their duty to make awill-
ing, sacrlﬁce to Heaven,

* They arose from their prayers

selves, .all .the while. singing
praises‘of the Lord. In thé dead
of mght .Freeman left the

.Continued on Page 2

sperienced religion at 21. He
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1 At any rate the mother stood

1 tle Edith slept.

4 | wife to our bed. I took the little

|arms‘and‘held:her.until she’
§ | died.ThenIwenttobed withmy -

After The Deed, Freem

Continued

house, went outside to a small
shed afewyards dxstant and se-
cured his large sheath knife. He
returned to the bed chamber
where ‘awaited his wife. She
llghted an oil lamp, held it high,
and they enteréd the room ,in
which the babies slept. Later
accounts differed as to whether
Mrs. Freeman held the lamp
over the bed of the little one, or
whether she rested it on a chair.

there, as.the father walked to
the side of the bed in whlch 11t-

i —Draw;ng -aside:t he' coverlet
‘the fatherdehberately plunged
the knrfe mto Edlth’s srde, just.|

‘| hand o stnke_ the blow: stlll be-
) llevmg the Lord would stay my ;|

hand but he did iio

papa.’. My oldést: ‘child. became
‘awakened'and:was taken by my

\uctlm <of the“Lord’s into. my_.

il-
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bitterly. “It seemed as if God
had deserted me as he did Jesus
on the cross. But in the mormng
I felt gloriously.” |

Freeman sent notes to the
faithful commanding them to a
meeting at his home that after-
noon when they would hear a-
revelation. Then he carried the
morning mail from the station.
to the post office as usual.
How.the gathering that after-
‘noon heard the “revelation” is
adequate testimony after halfa
century to-the grip which the

faith and Freeiman had upon
_them: They . heard the murder-

| story.from’ hls,ow lips: They.
v1ewed the dy £ the acrlﬁc--
al -vietim.’ No -member. of that

v group said'a word to the police
-} The story of that- meetmg ‘and

the denouement of the crime is

-as unusual.as its first chapter
¥ said Free- il
| man:“The knife descended. My
) darhng ‘turned:as the' ‘knife -
| struck her,hftmg herhands and |
. openmg ‘hereyes" -saidi*‘Oh :

Each’ unfoldmg development in
the Pocasset ‘murder is‘an ‘odd
contrlbutxon_to ‘the story of hu—

The httle ban of belrevers m
the. Second Commg gathered in-
the’ farmhouse in ‘Putts Hollow;"
Pocasset .on the aﬂ:ernoon .of

that their leader had sum-
moned them‘to hear.:s—..-'l’hey

thought they:knew what.the .

{ word would-be, that Charles Fi
| Ereeman wouild. tell ‘them_that’

5 God had insisted that he- leave

| them and spread‘the gospel of

i| Christ’s ‘Second- -Coming in

‘sailboards. Club commodore is :

Road, North.Falmouth. Vice

oldest in the area, was orga-.

on BarNeck Road, and racing is
done in mirror dinghies and
Knockabouts. Moise H. Gold-
stein, a summer resident, is the
club’s commodore. -

ers,"'Sl‘J.lfﬁ”éh 3 Herreshot‘t's i
‘Adams ‘of Ryder’,
commodore is Kevm Hines’ of-
| New Silver’ Beach ¢
Woods. Hole . Yacht Club, the-

nized in 1896. The clubhouse is.

: other, less awakened commum-
| ties. - - o

1In The Parlor- : g
Freeman‘welcomed them to

the parlor. Mrs. Freeman was

'Harrxet -Swift, and .Alden P.
Davxs, a- promment figure a-

| mong the “Adventists and a

storm -center. in the. story that
follows. Davis knew no more
that he-was entering the scene
of murder than he could know
that years later he was to be
himself a murder-victim in
these same Cape Cod hills.
Freeman called the meeting

e N

May .1, 1679 -in‘eager;antic:
i 1pat10n to.hear: the revelation

there: So‘was her 'other,Mrs %

to order and remarked
thought it best to dispe:

.the usual singing and

He told his auditors he
regretted that outsiders
unconverted were not
to-hear what he had to

half an hour, conten
accounts relate, the fer
er held forth in gene
gious -discoursé. Then
them of the vision in w
Lord had appear

directed him to kill hi
dith asasacrifice for th
the world.: “I told:t

whole story and they
dld nght .

mamfest The vrsrtor<
stounded ‘and refuse
lleve ituntil their eye<
theu' consclences r(

.ne 'by.one the com1
the next room an
bo dy of Edith, who hac
led the night before 1
blow ‘struck by hér. 6
whlle ‘her mother look
ter thls Mrs. Freen
what was reported in
papers .as “a few rer
dorsmg everythmg he
said.” Others stood
that everythmg must ]
by, the will of the Lorr
Freeman had only o
command of God. The
then separated.
S#1t is alinost imp
conceive of an assem
ple in'such a state of
# attempt to conceal su
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-er 1he Deed, Freeman Summoned The Faithful:

tle Edith wh:le the father told

him he had done right in the
| sight of God, and that in three
days little Edith would rise a-
‘gain. Edith would then, said
Freeman, go about with him,
assisting him to.spread the gos-
pel. Mrs. Freeman, according to

wed -

3, werit outside to a small
afew yards dlstant ‘and se-
1hislarge sheath knife. ‘He.
‘ned to the bed chamber‘
"e awaited his. wife. She
ed’an oil’ lamp,held it high,
they entered the room Jin

of travelers starmg in surprise,
burst inté, words. He again told ’
his story.and: agaln asserted
that baby Edith would be raxsed %
from the dead in three days ot
be translated bodily mto
heaven.

Awoke The World

bitterly. “It seemed as if God
had deserted me as he did Jesus
on the'cross. But in the mormng
I felt gloriously.” /- ;

Freeman sent notes to he
faithful commandmg them to a
| meeting at his home that aﬁery
noon when they would hear [

to-order and remarked that Je
thought it best to dxspense with
-the usual singing and- prayer.
He told his auditors he deeply
‘regretted that outsidersand the:
‘unconverted were not present
.to'hear what he had to say. For
half an’ hour, contemporary:|;

ciousdeed,” remarked The Bos-
ton J ournal o
one, and we,

é eth Redding went
“sparking”| tothe home of Alden

g

h the babies slept. Later
unts differed as to whether

Freeman held the lamp
the bed of the little one, or
ther'she rested it on a chair.
-ny rate the mother stood
e, as.the father walked to
side ot‘the bedin whlch ht-

. verlet ;

‘noon heard the “revelation” is

revelation. Then he carried the
morning mail from the station
to the post office as usual, "+

How.the gathering that aﬂ:er

adequate testimony after halfa.
century to the grip which the.
faith and. Freeman had upon
them; They heard the murder
story't‘rom b 1

accountsrelate, the fervid lead- .

er held forth in general reli:
gious discourse. Then ‘he told
them of the vision in -which the.
Lord had appeared and

directed him to kill his baby E--

dith as asacrifice for the good of
the world. “I told:them the

dxd right, i said Fre,

whole story and they agreed I

P. Davis that evening did arrest
come quickly to Freeman, Red-
ding thought the 16-year-old
.daughter of the Davis family
was particularly serious. Butno
‘member of the family even
hinted at the revelation of the
afternoon. Reddmg and the
daughter were finally left a-
lone.The girl toi ]

The Globe, “gazed rapturously
at her husband as he recited the
terrible tale.” Three days—but
in three days Freeman and his
wife were m cells at Barnstable
jail. ¥

Constable Recldmg had no

. trouble whatever in:arresting

the mad, parents Alone, he took
s’huggy; picked tp his prison-

The Freeman case awoke the !

world, as Freeman expected
but not to its sense of' wxcked-
ness. The world was horrified at
what was then called the Pocas:”
'| set Murder. Newspapers thun-
dered denunciations and
printed columns and columns faghs
bout the case.

" Dr.. Munsell, the medical ex—
aminer from Harwich, talked! tqz
Freeman at the jail and called:
the cas¢:more marvelous than}
any of a similar kind in medical -

Monumeut ‘and |
there caught the 6P.M. train for
ZBamstable “As the train moved
along; Freeman seemed in high

egan to'press
reason: After mych ‘persussion
he: wrung from her'the. murder
 story.. -

; th
) atherdehberatelyp uged
- knife into Edith’s side\just. |
W the ‘heart.:I..raised Ypy-
2 dto strike the blow still-b

greuu said e a word, to the p 1lce.

.| The sfory-of that meeting-and epoxter;

sald “For a few‘moments the

.. ing the Lord would stay, my
% dbuthe did riot," said Free- |
3 1:“The knife'descended. My
" lmg ‘turned; as‘the’ kmfe/
:< ckher,hmngherhand nd
:: nlug ‘her eyes’ sard “Oh
et ‘My oldest: ‘child g)ecame A
. kened'and.was ta n'by my
. 1to ourbed; took the little
im<of the~Lord’s ‘into: my..
s and’ ‘held’-her:until she"
1. ThenIwentto bed w1thmy
d darlmg-

R
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- 1BarNeckRoad, and racing is
- one’in* mirror dinghies and
: nockabouts Moise H, Gold-
tein, a summer res;dent is the
1

J the denouement of the crimeis:

as/unusual:as its first chapter
ach unfolding developmeut i
the Pocasset murder is-an’ ‘'odd
con! ibution to the story of huv
man character.:. "

“The li le band of believers
the Seeo .Coming gathered ini"
the farmhoyse!in Putts Hollow;
Pocasset;.on the afternoon .of
May:1,:1879,in eager antic:
1pat10u‘to hear: the revelatjon
that.their leader had. sumy’

; T

word would be, that Charles Fy ;

of murder; than he. could know;
that years later, he was to be
himself a murder-victim in
these same Cape Cod hills.

ing

Free n called he m

.8reatest consternation: -was:

manifest, The visitors were '
stounded and refused to b

their C

blow.struck by he
while her mothe .o

dorsmgev rythmgh husba ‘

lieye it until theire eyessaw what h
d

1 spectability of. ‘his own. co
; A

Reddmg went from the. Davxs
ome to that’ of another ‘of the|
group. The man ‘confirmed the’

weut on to the Freeman home
and waited outside -Jyuntil day-
light.He must haye.spent a dis-

aught, night, for such.a crime
/| ofviolence in the innermost

1y imock

SEI.F-STORAGE :
Lo YOURVLOCK YOUR KEY o

L ; Commercnal ° Res|denh0| e Auto Storage '--:'L

girl’s,story. Constable Reddmg

the do of'the Putts] Hol~ :

spmts, singing and praying.
'-There were some 50 passen-

~gers on the train 'moying down

from- Boston ‘to Barnstable.
T ey knew nothinx of the
tragedy until Freeman kneeled

ckof th

does talk directly
beings.” :

upon his seat;and, ficing the 0 Freeman said God had re- ".' '

books. He said neither: Free-i-

convinced that God can ando

to humanc,*fi_

. Freeman would tell them; that' " p ). Freeman came’ = s
H God had 1:1ysxsted that he leave said.'. Others, stogd to*asser, | t‘orth and shookhandsthhhun. %
: them and spread the gospel f that everythmg must have been. ‘Theé constable asked ‘the COlOl' ‘;
K3 “ | Christias an P {4 | by.the will of the Lord and that, | miurderer how he felt. Freeman | | your ' e . R
&+ | other, less awak‘;md commgun Freeman had ‘only. obeyed the: replied that he didn’t fexel well’ | |- !I %
- txes.‘ : ! ! fﬁ;ﬁ:’;‘:&iggd The comp any ‘| The constableeremarked simply j’-windows ) t_ )
: orbiitell b 2T Parlor 5 : It is almost impossibls.is- that-he didn’ t"wonder at that;’ fresh S
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