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diaries Dan, m, forty-two years old, sat in his Down House study and 
wroti.: a �ketch of lm daughter's character several days after her illness 
and deatlL He was here, for the first time m lus maturity, snmulated by 
death to l'xpress a cluster of new feelings. For although he bad pre­
v1ously 01 iginated a new concept of life and death (how • death, famine 
and the struggle for existence' had aclueved the· exalted' object of creat­
mg new �pn ies2) hl· had inhibited his feelings about the deaths of 
md1v1duals. Now, in writing about Annie, he was expressing a grief 
which w.1s extraordinary in its range and intensity and would persist and 
affc ct hun m different areas of !us life. 

Darwm's gnd has been noted only cursorily (and sometimes not at 
all) by his numerous biographers, 1 his sketch of Annie has been only
p tly transcnbed, 4 an 1t has not been mentioned in two recent 
anrhologH's of the literature on death and mournmg. 5 The following 

ay aims to describe in detail the history of Darwin's feclmgs for 
Anmc dunng her Jifo and after her death, and also for the death:. of 
ther to whom he was dose, and to offer psychological ms1ghts on his 

� Jmgs. The essay is b.1sed 111.iinly on Darwin's unpublished correspon­
d nee with Ins wifo, 1d.1tiV<'s and friend.s, and on the manuscript of his 
k t h of Annie. 

Our poor (l11/J. A1111i1·, um born i11 Gowa St on Marci, 2ml 18-11 & 1·.,7,irt'd at 
Mafoem ,it m1tl.Jt1y 011 t/11· 23rd of April 18.'i J. 

/ u Tit, tl1r.se fau• l"'.l:t'S, ,i:; 1 tlti11k i11 after ycan, if wt• lil't', tltr impri:s.,iom n<l11• 
put do1v11 will rt'Ct1/I mt1rt' 11foi1/ly lri:r chief clwractaistics. From 111/1atc1,l'f poi11t l 
I k I &,ck mscned] at ha, the 111ai11fi'.it11re i11 lta disposition 11•lticl1 .it or,u risn 
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before me is lier b14oyant joyo11mess tempered by two otlrer characteristics, ,iamely 
her serrsitiveness, which might easily l1ave bee11 overlookeil l1y a stranger[,} & l,cr 
strong affection Her joyousness and animal spiriL1 radiated from lier u•h,l/e 
countenance, & re11dered every movement elastic & full of life & vigour. It u1as 
delightful & cheerful to behold her. Her dear face now rises before me, as she u5t•d 
sometimes to come nmnittg down stairs wit/1 a stolen pine/, of snuff for mt·, lier 
wl1ole form radiant wit/1 tire pleasure of giving pleasure. Even 1vlm1 playmg 111itl1 
lier cousit1s[,} wl1et1 /,er joyoumess almost passed into boisterousness, a singlt· 
gla11ce of my eye, not of displeasure (for 1 tha11k Go,/ I hardly ever cast one on /,er) 
but of wallt of sympathy[,] would for some minutes alter her whole co1mtena11u. 
T11is sensiti11e11ess to the least blame, made her 1110s1 easy to manage & 11ay good 
sire l1ardly ever required to be found fa11lt wit/� & was never p1mislted i11 any'"''}' 
whatever. Her sensitive11ess appeared very early iti life, & slrowerl itsel

f 
m cryi11g 

bitterly 011er 1my story at all me/a,u:/1oly; or 011 parting 1vith Emma e11tt1 for th,• 
sl,ortest interval Orrce 1vl1e11 she ivas 11ery young she exclaimed" oh Mam ma wl1at 
shall we do if yo11 were to die." 

71,e otlrer point in lier character, 1vhich made lrer joyousness & sl'irrts so 
delightf11t was her strong affectio,� which u1as of a most clinging fo11dlin,� 1111111n 

When qr4ite a baby this showed itsel
f 
i11 never bei11g easy wi1ho11t touching Emma. 

when in bed with lier, & q11ite lately sire would when poorly fcmdlt· for any leugth 
of time one of Emma's arms. Wiren very ,mwelt Emma lyi11g down be.,i,le lier, 
seemed to sooth lur irt a ma1111er q14/te dif{ere111 from what it would l1ave d,me for 
any of 011r other clrildren. So a.r,1ai11, she would at almost a11ytimc spt·11J hal

f 
011 

hour in arra11g111g my lwir, "111aki11g it," as she called it, "bea11tif11/," or i11 smootl,-. 
ing, tire f'OOr dear darling, my collar or crdfs, in slrort i11 fo11dli11g ml'. She liked 
bei11g kissed: i,11/wl every e;.1.pressio11 i11 lter co1mte111mce beamed tl'itli a.f]tcti(l11 &
ki11dt1ess, & all her habits were i1rfluet1ced by her loving dispositio,� 

Beside� ha joyo11s1 1ess t/111s tempered, sire tl'as in lier ma1111t·rs rem.i,kably 
cordiai frar1k, oper� maiglrtfonvard l11atural inserted) a11d without ,my slradt of 
reserve. Her whole mind was pure & tramp.ire,11. 011e felt ,mt• k,1, w her 
tl1oroughly& co11/d trust ht'r: I always tho11ght, tlrat come wlrat might, we should 
have had in our old age, at least 011e loving so14i which notlri11g could h,n,c cl11111ge.d 
Siu! was generous, lrandsome & U11suspicio1H i11 all l1er co11ducr: free from crivy { 
jealousy, goodtempered & 11eva passionate. Hence sire was very pt'pula, m t11 
wlwle l1 ousel10IJ, a11J stra11gers liked her& s0011 appreciated l,er. T11e 1�ry ma11110-
in u,hir/1 .site shook hands with iuq11air11,mces sl1oweJ her rnrdiality. 

Her fig11re & appearance were clearly i,rfluenced by her character: J,er {)'tl 
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SJhlrkled brightly, she often smile,i her step was elastic & firm: s11e held l1me/f 
upright. & often threw her l,ead a little backwards, as if she defied tire world in her 
joyousnt·ss. For lier age she was very tal� not tl,in & strong. Her hair was a 11ice 
brcmm & Ion.(/; lier complexion slightly brown; eyes, dark grey; teeth large & 
white. 'I11t· Daguerrotype is very like l,er, but fails entirely i11 expression: /,,wing 
beeri m,ule two years since, her face /,as become le11gtl1e11ed & better Iooki11g. All 
her movernettts u1ere 11igorou5, active, & 1mumally gracefi,l: when going romul the 
sa,1J.u•,1lk wit/, me, althou,1111 1 walked fas� yet sl1e oftm used to go before, 
piroucttit1g i11 tl1e most elegant way, her dear face liright all tlte time with the 
sweetest �miles. 

Occasio,wlly sl1e had t1 pretty coquettish ma1111er towards me, the memory of 
u•l1ich is cl1arming: sire often used exaggt'rated language, [,. 11•/1n1 I q11izzetl l,er by 
o:,iggerati11.11 w/1,.1t slu• had said, how clearly can I set the lictle toss of tlte head & 
rxclamatio11 ,if "Oh Papa wliat a shame of yorL "

Sl1,· /1,.1cl a tmly feminim· i1llert•st i11 .Ires.-., & was alu•ays 11eat: such 11mli5.1111iml 
satufoctio1� csmping somehow all tin.11e of co,m·it & 11,mity, be,mred fro111 her face, 
when she ha,I .11ot holi/ of some ribbo11 or gay lta111/kercl1ief of llt'r Mamma's. One 
day 5/rc .ln•wd l1rr,e[( up iri a silk gow,� cap, .,/,awl & glo11es of Emma, appe<.1ri11g 
111 figure like ,1 little old womt1n, but u1itl1 l11:r heiglrtrni:d colours, sparkli11g eyes & 
bndled m,iles, site looked, as I tltou<(!ht, q11ite cl1am1mg. 

Sl1e cordially admired the younga childrm; l1ow oftt'II lwve I hear,I her 
emplratic,1lly declare "wlr,it a liule d11ck Betty is, i., 11<11 sl1f?" 

Sl,e was very l11mdy, doit1,(! everytlririg m·atly with lier lra,uls: she lmmt m11sic 
readily, & I ,1111 sure from watching lu:r co1mtrna11ce, wl1r11 listening to otlirrs 
playing, that she /,ad a strong tastt' for ii. Slie /,ad some tum for clrt1wing. & coul,1 
copy faces vay uicely. Site danced well, & u•as extmnely fottd ofii. Sitt' liked mul­
i,rg, bur evr,ued till J>artirnlar line of taste. Sire had one singular lrabit, wlrir/1, I 
J'll.'SUtnt would ultinu,trly l111n· turned i11to some punuit: namely 11 stron,11 plmsurt' 
m looki11g a1 words or 11ames III dictiorlllrie.,;, direaorin, gazett·ers, & i11 ti,,· l,mrr 
case fi,uli11g out tire 11laus i11 tlrt• map: so also site wou/,/ Mkt• a stra11,111• i11tl're.1t in 
cornpming ll'orcl liy word tu•o editions of the same book; and agai11 .1/w w,,,,lcJ spntd 
ltours in CMIIPJri11g tlie colorm of ,my o�;ws wit/, 11 book of mine, i11 111/1ic/1 .ill 
coloim are ,1rr1111.11ed and ndme,l 

Her l,rnltl,failed in a .dig/it degree fornb,1ur 11i11c montln l,efort• ha l,,�, il11lt'ss; 
b,11 ir only ,,m,�i<mally gat>e l,l'r a ,Jay of discomfort: at .mc/1 timt·.,, .,lie was 11e1•1•r in 
tlw lr,ur ld1-gree tn!>erted\ croH, peevis/1, or imJJ<ltirm; & it 1t�11 won,le".fi,1 tt1 ,n:, 
ns rlie diuomfort passed, how quickly lier t'fostic �pirirs bro1,gl11 l>,uk 1/11· ioyo1m11·,s 
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& happim·ss. In the last short ill11t's.1, lrer co11d11ct in simple tmtli 11'115 1111,(?t"!ic; .1he 
11e1wr 011ce complainl'd; ll('11er becam(• fretji,I; was e11er consicl1•ratt· tY ()(has; & 
11•as tl1a11kf11l i11 tl,e most ge11tle, pathetic ma1111er }tir e11erythi11g do11e for l,n 
IV/11•11 so exl11111sted tl1nt she could hardly speak, she praisl'd e11ay1l,i11g th,11 11•as 
gii,m ha, & said some t1·11 "'rv,1s be1111t!{11lly good" �Flic11 I g,111e lwr somr 11•,uer, 
sht• said" I quite thn11k yo11"; & tl,esl', J /1elie1,e, were the Inst precious 11,1,rds 1·1•t•r 
addressed by her dear lips to me. 

But looki11g back, always the spirit �Jjoyo1m1ess rises befi,re me as/,�., n11lilem 
and clwract<·ristic: sl,e seemed fom,ed to live a lifi: of ht1ppi11ess: /,er spirits 11•trt' 

always he/ti in cl,eck by her se11siti11e11ess lest she should displease tlwst· ,1/11' /,,.,1•,£ 
& her tmder love 11111s 11e11er ll'eary ,,J displaying itsetf hy fo11dli11g & 11ll tht· <Jthcr 
little arts of af/l'(tion Wt· have lose tlu· joy of th1· Ho11seholt4 ,md 1/,e sol<1cc of 
our old age: she 11111st h1we k11011111 how we fo11ed her; oh that she co11/tl 11,,11• knou, 
l,0111 deeply, how tmderly we do still & shall t'l'er lor1<· lrer dt·ar foy.111s fac1: Blt'Jsi11g< 
OIi ha. 
A11g11.sl 30, 1851. 

One day early in July 1817, fiffy-two-year-old Susannah Darwin - wife

of Dr RobC"rt Darwin and mother of Charles - suddenly became gravely 
ill from undetermined causes. and after about one week of great pam 
and prostration died. During her illness she was cared for by her phpici.m 
husband, who 4uickly diagnosed her condition as hopeless; and shl· was 
nursed by her two eldest children, nmctccn-year-old Marianm· and 
sevenceen-ye.1r-old C.1roline, both of whom were bardr .1blc to control 
their anguished and depressed tcelings. Susannah's four younger 
children - Sm.in. tv,n:lve; Erasmus, eleven; Charles, t·ight-and-a-h:ilr. 
C.itherine. st·,·cn - were kept from seeing her. 6 lmmed1atcly followmg
her death Charles t.ilkt·d to C.1roltnl' and the two did • much crymg'
together. 7 Afterwards Mananne and Caroline became unabk· to talk
about Susannah and lwr I.1st illness. This caused Clurk·s also to stop talk­

mg about his mother. then to deny .ind forget most of his .1ssonat1011s
with her. l Iowevcr, ,1s a young man. and then in his old age, Ju- n·mcm­
bered his pntod of 'much crying'. 8 

In the years when he was growing up he probably camt· to hdicvc 
that crying was mainly confined to women and that men - cspel'1ally 
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Englishmen - cried only • under the pressure of the acutest gnef'. 9

When he was 111 his twenties, and heard of the sudden deaths of 
his friends Marmaduke Ramsay and Charles Muster!,, he experienced 
feclmgs of shock and loss but did not grieve or try to remember 
thl'm. 10 

!)0011 alter ht· and Emma married they became the parents of two 
healthy children. Then a tlmd child. Mary Eleanor, suffered from an 
undctcnn111eJ illness and J,ed m mfonc.-y in 1842. Emma, in a letter to a 
rclauve, describt·d the feeling� of ht·rsclf and her husband over Mary 

11canor as follow�: 'Our sorrow is notlung to what it would have been ,f 
she had li,Td longcr .md suflcred more ... Wnh our two other dear Lctle 
th111gs you need nm fear that our sorrow w,111.m long, though it will be 
long mJecJ before either of us forget that poor little fau·. • 11 Darwin 
noted tl1t• J.1tcs of Mary Eleanor's birth and dt·ath in hisjo1m111/, without 
any comment. 

In M.,y and Ottober 1848 Darwin visited his eighty-two-year-old 
father at Tia.· Mount. his family home in Shrnvsbury. Dr Darwin, cared 
for by his d,mghters Susan and C.1therinc, was �lowly dymg - c.,pcrien­
ang pc.nod\ of a• dymg scmarion' 12 and 'failmg health·. n Ac this time 
father a11d son ,nm to havt· had esp(·cially affi:ctionate fi:clings for e.ich 
other 14 w1cl1 son dq1cnding on facher for mont')' and for adv1n: on hi�
health, family .,ffiurs and tinanu.1) im-est111t·nts. On J 1 November 
Ci.thl'rint• wrott' to Darwin that their father was becmmng wt·.,ker. is

On 12 Novt·mbcr Dr Darwm cxpt·ricnct'd ,urh �cvere 'suffering' that 
1115 daughter� wcrt· rcltt•vt·J .... ..-hrn he dinl on the following d.1y. It> 

C...'.athcrmc rcpo1tt·d his death to her brntht·r. writing: 'Cod comfort you, 
my de,1rt$I Charh-s. you wt·re so beloved by him.' 17 

D.11w111 then visited Tht· Mount for eight days. During hi� ,1ay he ldi
no record of his thoughts .md att1om. 1 lis dironic:1ll y upst·t �tomad1 
became wor�t• .md 111.1dc h11n unablt· to act a� one of the cxccuwrs of his 
f.1thcr's will. 18 I lis brother .md sistns showt•d v:u-ying u·,tttions: Er.1sm1.1,
\Vas 1;1ck with unrcconh-d symptoms; M.11 1anne w.1s d1,uaugl1t;
( arolmc cried with anger at arriving too latt• tu sec ht·1 father .,hn·: .111d
Susan ,mil C,ithcrinc rc�tr.iincd their 1:,>Ticf �o that tl1t·y rould c.irry out
thelr father's w1,hcs. iv 

Back at homt· Dan...,·m\ stomach illnt·ss worsn1t·d, with week!� 
episodes of'violcnt vomiting', deptt·ssion .111d mability tu work.io I ft, 
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then went with his family to Dr James Gully's hydropathy estilblishment 
at Malvern. There, after sixteen weeks of cold-water baths, he regained 
his health and was able to return to Down. 

The t·xacerbation of h1s illness had most probably been caused by his 
inability fully to mourn for l11S father. ln the months after Dr Darwin's 
death, be does not appear to have wept openly. 21 ln his letters to his
friends he avoided mention of his father's terminal suffcrinb>s and only 
recollected how, when be last saw Ins father alive, the latter appeared 
'serene and cheerful'22 and retained an 'unclouded sagacity' and 'affec­
tionate d1spos1t1on'. 2 3 

His inability to mourn fully for his father's death was caused by 
several factors. He viewed this death as an inevitable event, 24 which he 
must accept and not express feelings about. He wanted to avoid thinking 
about his father's terminal suffering. And then his brother and sisters 
had not set him an example of deep and protracted mourning. 

After he returned to Down from Malvern Darn;n maintained 
relatively good health for a time. He began finding solace in telling 
others about his father's remarkable character traits and wise ways. 2' In
managmg bis finances - which included a large sum he had mherited 
from his father - he began displaying many of his father's talents as a 
financier. 26 He was happy with his scienti fic work and his family, and he
found an especial happiness m his relationship with his daughter 
Annie. 

2 
Anne Elizabeth, Darwin's second child and first daughter, who was 
always called Annie, was born on 2 March, 1841. During her e:uly years 
- although he expressed love for h<.·r 27 

- Darwin did not observe ht"r as
clmcly and affoctionatcly ( or speak about her as proudly) as he had done
prt·viou�ly with Ins son William.28 As his son grew older Darwin's
�1wdal feelings for 1nm sub�ided and he experienced equally affec­
tionate feelings for William, Anne, and then for his second (surviving)
daughter, Henrietta. born m September 1843.

In February 1845, when Emma W.l� visiting her family, Darwin wrote 
to her from Down how he Jnd their children missed her: how A.tinte, 
'many times', �aid that she would jump for Joy' when ht•r mother 
rcturned.19 He was beginning to note that Annie was <.·specially attached 
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to her parrnts. Durmg his May 1848 visit to The Mount Darwin 
rccrtved a letter from Emma about their then five children (William, 
Aiu11e. Henrietta, George and Bessy) and about the mw,ical talents of 
Annie. In reply Darwm wrote: 'I suppose now and be-hanged to you, 
you will allow Annnie is "something". I believe as Sir J. L 30 said of 
his friend, that she 1s a second Mozart; anyhow she 1s more than a 
Mozart considering her Darwin blood.'31 Several days later be wrote to 
Emma: 'I am very sorry that Anme carmot sing, but do not give up too 
�oon. '32 

Du1 ing the next three years Darwin came to favour Annie over his 
other children. What follows, based mamly on his sketch of Annie, will 
describe hi!> interactions with her and how he observed and evaluated 
lier different attnbutes. 

Ht· noted that· a single glance of my eye, not of displeasure ... but of 
want of sympathy would for some minutes alter her whole coun­
tcn:111ce.' With evident approval he described how 'This sensitiveness to 
the least blame. made her most ea!,y to manage & very good: she hardJy 
ever required to be found fault with.'33 He approved of Anmc's tract­
ab1hty bn:au$c he d1shked expressing anger to his children34 and 
bccau�e Annie was a relief from Henrietta, with whom he sometimes 
became 'vexed'.35

Aim1c abo had a 'cordial manner', which made her popular in the 
Down household and with relatives and visitors. Darwtn delighted 
m whJt he called her 'buoyant joyousness· and ·ever passionate' 
nature. )6 

In hi� sketch he depicted some of her special attributes: 

She had ;i truly feminine intcre\t in dress, & was always neat: such 
1in,lisguised satisfaction . . .  beamed from her face, when �he got 
hold of some nbbon or gay handkerchief of her mamma' �- Om· day 
she dressed her�df up in a silk gown, cap, shawl & gloves of Emma, 
appe:uing in figure like a little old woman, but with her heightened 
colour, sparkling eyes & bridled smiles, she looked, as 1 thought. 
quite charming. 

She 'w.1s very handy. doing everything neatly with her bands.' She could 
draw, copy pictures, and dance. Darwin commentt·d that she not only 
'learnt music easily' but that' I am sure from watching her countenance, 
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while listening to others playing, that she had a strong taste for it.'

Although she showed no particular tastes in reading she would cry bit­
terly over any story at all melancholy; she feared separating from her 
mother, and that her mother would die. 37 Darwm did not comment on 
these fears. 

• She had', he wrote,

one singular habit, which, r presume would ultimately have turned 
into some pursuit: namely a strong pleasure m looking at words or 
names in dictionaries, directories, gazetteers, & 111 the lattl'r cas(· 
finding out the places in the map: so also she would take a strange 
mtercst in comparmg word by word two editions of the same book; 
and again she would spend hours in comparing the colours of any 
objects with a book of rrune, in which all colours an' arrangt·d & 
named. 38 

Annie's 'habit' of comparing words and colours, and locating plan·s on 
the map, may have been influenced by her father\ current work of 
companng and then classifying barnacles from all over the world. In 
observing his daughter's habit father may have recollected how, when 
he was her age, he had formed a somewhat similar habit of rnlkcting 
and comparing various objects and had talked about farawar places 
mentioned in I Vimdm ,f t/11: it:c.1,ld. He would later write that his hahtt 
was the begmning of his becoming a 'systematic naturalisc'; 39 that it had 
been mhented from his paternal grandfather and passed on to some of 
his sons, who had then achieved scientific careers. <IO In his ske1ch he prc-
1.hcted that Annie's habit would have become 'some pursuit', and docs 
not appear to hav1.· thought of her .is aduevmg a career. l11 Im 
,1111,,/,ii'._�rapl,y he would write that she would have· grmvn into a dd 1gl1t­
fol woman'. 41 No woman in his family had ,\chicvcd .i cm·er, and he did 
not think of women ,ts havmg career�. 

The daily intcracuons bctwC('n the middle-aged father anJ lus pre­
adolescent daughter took several forms. In J p.i�sage in th1.· sketch, 111 

which his fcdmf:,>!> of love became t·spccially intense, father descnbcd 
how he anJ hi, daughta would touch, kiss, and look at each other. 

sbt· would at .ilmost any lime spend half an-hour in arr.mgmg my 
hair. 'malung 1t' as she called it 'beautiful'. or in smoothing, the poor 
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dear darling, my collar or cuffs, in short in fondling me. She liked 
being kissed: mdced every expression in her countenance beamed 
with .1ffect1on and kindness, & all her habits were mfluenced by her 
loving disposition. 42 

He had begun kissing her when she was about one year old (perhaps 
earlier), and when she was away from hun he missed kissmg her. 43 

ln a March 1849 letter to his sisters Susan and Catherine Darwin 
reported how Annie - several weeks after her eighth birthday- entered 
mto Im contradictory thoughts about undergoing, and then not 
undergoing. hydropathy at Malvern: • Annie was telling Miss Thorley 
[ the governess of the Darwm children] all h<:r Papa had to do about the 
water cun· & how he liked it. "And it makes Papa so angry." Mm T. 
must have thought it a very odd effect. He said it makes him fed very 
cross. P.ipa was present at this conversation.' 44 After returnmg home
trom lus hydropathy at Malvern Darwin um.uccessfully tried to limit his 
111t,1kc ol'snuff. and in� sketch he recollected how Anme 'used somc­
umes to come running down stai1s with a stolen pmch of snuff for me, 
her whole form radiant with the pleasurt· of giving pleasure.• I le further 
rccollectt•d how, when Annie would acrnmpan} hun on his daily walks 
around the circular and wooded Down p,tth known as the sand-walk, 
• lthough I walked f�t. yet she often med to go before, pirouetting in
the most dcgant way, her dear face bnght all the time with the
sweetl'st smiles.'

'Occas1011ally,' he wrote, \he had a pn:tty coquettish manner 
towards me; the memory of whil h is charming: she often mt·d 
c:xaggl ratt·d bnguagc, and when l quial·d her by exaggerating what she 
had s,mL how ckarly c.111 I 110w set· tht· littlt· w-.s of the head & exdam­
auon of "Oh Papa what a sh.1mt· ot you." ' 45 Before his marnagt· ht· had
been lc,1rr11I ofrnnversi11g w1th. and bcing dominatl'd by, an inrclknual 
wom,111 such .ts l Iarriet Martineau. 46 I lis \1u1u111gs' of Annie seem lo 
have mtluenc<:d him to become cnqul'ttish towards some intdlcllual 
womrn, in I cal Ide or in boob. In May 1848, when lw was drawing 
dose to Annie, he wrote to Emma that lw was H'achng ,lbl)Ul Mme dt· 
Scv1gn� ,111J th,ll he was 'm love' with hl'r - h�·cam<: \he only shams a 
httlt- viriuc.'" 

fhc frdings D.1rwin formt·d for Annie during her life were probably 
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the most intense he ever experienced for another person (although more 
remains to be known about the details of !us feelings for Emma). In 
these feehn� he appears to have proJected two feminine parts of hun· 
sci£ In lus prc..�adolescent daughter he was lovmg a fcminim• pan of his 
pre-adolescent self; and the°' a.s a middle-aged parent, he was lovmg his 
daughter as he wished his n11ddle-aged mother had loved him."" 

3 

Anme\ health began to fail, '111 slight degree', from the summer 011850 
on. 49 Early 111 March 1851, after her tenth birthday, her illness worst"ncd 
and she began to su ffcr from periods of vomiting. so Her pan·nts de-oded
that she should go to Dr Gully's Malvern hydropathy establishment, 
where just two years previously her father\ vomiting had bt·cn suc-­
cessfully treated. At this time her mother was pregnant, expecting to b< 
confined in May. 

On 24 March Darwin left Emma at Down, brought A.nnit· to 
Malvern, stayed with her for two days, and then returned home. I It- was 
concerned but not alarmed about her illness, believing that �hl· had 
inhented his 'wretched d1gcsnon' and hoping she would benefit from 
Dr Gully's treatment. 51 Staymg on at Malvern as companions for A111ue

who suffered greatly from bemg separated from her parents - were.: 
h<·r sister 1-knrietta, Brodie tht· family nurse, and hcr govl·rm.-ss. 
Miss Thorley. 

About the middle of April Miss Thorley wrote several letters to 
Emma, reponing th.it Anmt-' s penods of vom1tmg were fluctuating, that 
Dr C,ully was optimistic about her prognos1�. and tlut he had dt.1g11ost.'d 
hn illness .is 'smart !severe] bilious gastric frver'.'2 This last me.mt that 
she was fcvl'rish ;,mJ vom1ttng gret·n ('bilious') contents. H Darwi11 then 
agam k·ft his wife, who was suffcnn� from her pn·gna.ncy, and travelled 
to M.1lvcrn, arrivmg there on the .1fternoon of Thursda}' 17 Apnl. 

Over the next wet·k he wrote Emma J sert<'s ofkucrs from Malvern 
111 which ht· clinically descnbcd what he would c,111 Annie':, 'sick hfc',54 

hour by hour and in precise and frt·tJUC'ntly vivid dcca1l. I k had kno\\ n 
how to ob,t·rvc au illness dinicJlly ever sint·c his youth when he had 
Mutlit·d to be a physician; .111J for the past rwo years he had compuls1vcly 
recorded tht· daily symptoms of his own illness in Im 'Diary o(I lt·alih'. 
It abo (as will be sccn) afforded lmn emotional relief to write to J:nun.i 
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in detail about Annie, and she felt a similar relief after reading what he 
had written. Along with his observations he also expressed m his letters a 
range of emot10ns: peaks of hope and depths of despair over Annie's 
prognm,is, and complex shades of mtermed1ate feelings. 

And more than at any other ttme in his life he expressed different 
feelin� of lovc. Angmshcd and cherishing love for his almost monbund 
daughter, loving dependence on, and concern for, his pregnant and 
physically and mentally suffering v.1fc. What follows is a chronicle oi� 
and commentary on, his Malvern letters and the letters of Emma 
and ot ht· rs. 

4 
In lus first letter, written on Thursday afternoon hours after his arrival at 
Malvern, he mformcd Emma: 

I am as�urcd th.1t Annie is several degrees better ... She looks very 
111: her face lights up & she ccrtamly knew me. She has not had wine 
but several spoon-fills of broth, & ordinary physic, & camphor & 
a111111oma - Dr Gully is most confident there is strong hope. Thank 
God :.h�· does not suffrr at all - half doze� all day long ... My own 
dean·st support yoursel( On no account for tl,e sc1k1• of our otl1ercl1ildre11 
l i11111lore you do not think of coming here. 55 

I le hared with Emma his distress over Annie's appearance: 'You would 
not 111 the least recognize her, with her poor, har� sharp pinched 
fc.tmrcs; I could only bear to look at her by forgetting our former dear 
Annie. fhen· is nothing in cummon between the two. •�6 

1111oughout I-=riday, in his lcm.:rs to Emma - which he wrote in tht· 
form of .m hourly diary - he mainly expres�ed agonized ft-clings ove 
A11111c':. symptoms, along with flickering hopes for her rcrnvery. 

12 o'clock I noon) ... Dr Gully slept here last night & is most kind. 
Alta I wrott· her pulse ceased to intcrmit & that cnrnura.gt·d Dr 
Gully a little: before three, when l wrote he did not think she would 
last out the night. Today he says she is no wt>rse, & .1t present (12) this 
1s the best whic.:h can be said. She docs not suffrr thank God. lt is 
mudt biuercr & harder to bear than I cxpec;ted. Your note made me 
cry much - but [ must not give way & can .1void doing so by not 
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thinking about her. It is now from hour to hour a struggle betweea 
life & death. God only knows the issue. She has been very quiet 111 
morning. but vomited badly at 6 a.m. which. however bad, shows she 
has more vital force than during the two previous days. SomM:in1u 
Dr G. exclaims she will get through the struggle; then. I tee. he 
doubts. Oh my own it is very bitter indeed. God preserve & c:hcrisla 
you . . . Her one good point is her pulse, now regular & not ftl')' 
weak, excepting for this there would be no life. We give her apc,Gll­
fuls of gruel with brandy every half hour. 1 o' dock, she keeps tht 
same, quite easy, but I grieve to say she has vomited a larg� ....-, 
of bright green fluid. Her case seems to me an exaggerated one of-, 
Macr illness. 57 We must hope against hope. my own poor .. 
unhappy wife ... (7 o'clock) She appears dreadfully exh1111t:M,lc I 
thought for some time she was sinking. but she bas nownllW •Jit.. 
tie. The two symptoms Dr G. dreads most have not come on radecc 
ncss & coldness. If her three awful fits of vomiting were DOC of 1he 
nature of a crisis, I look at the case as hopeless. I cannot rem -
position. God help us.

7.30 
Dr Gully has been & thank God he says though the appcarancea tN 
so bad: positiwly no one important symptom is worse, & that he,­
has hopes - positiwly 1w has Hopes. Oh my dear be thankful(.) 

Four deluges of vomiting she bas had today - poor thing. 

In the above letters Darwin cries and then checb his cryms he _.. 
expresses 'bitterness' over Annie's condition, and then mutes dlil-., 
feeling. C.Onfronting Dr Gully's therapeutic belplesancu aad..._ IN 
turns to God. During bis discovery of natural selection, a1tboap W. 
belief in Christianity bad waned, be had retained a belief in Goel.••

bis letters be now invokes God in several ways. God spares Annie .a.
ing. 'lcnows' the outcome ofber illness, and will preserve and cia..l Ilia 
aafl'ering wife. And in a moment when be fe,ls especially •� 
about Annie be writes to Emma "Cod help J: finding c:ombt • .W. 
feeling. and knowing that it will comfort bis religious wife. 

Emma responded to him with a short letter, expreaing her love • 
him and Annie and her poignant understanding of bow the two all ._, 
each other: 



Cl IARLES DARWIN'S 'LNSUFfERABLE GRIEF' I 19 

My own dearest, 
The condusion of your letter docs leave me with some hopes. Almost 
as 11111, h as I had yesterday. It 1s a blessing that our darling does not 
suffer, & I hope that even the vomiting does not cause much .... 
Poor little sweet child. I often thmk of the precious look she gave you 
the only one I �uppose. No wonder she would brighten up at your 
light, you were ;ilways the tenderest of human bein� to her & 
comfortt·d her so on all occasions ... Goodbye my dearest ... God 
hlc�s you I know you would suffer. You 're my bclo,·cd.59 

1n wruing to her husband 'God bless you I know you would suffer' 
Emma was exp1cssing her appreciation that he had turned his suffering 
over to God. And then, in writing 'You're my bdoved', she w.u. express­
mg her deepest feeling: that she loved him more than any other 
persou. 

On Friday evening Annie's vomiting stopped, and .1ftcr Dr Gully saw 
her he told her father: 'She is turning the corner.'60 Darwin then 
1magm�·d 'my own former Annie with her dear affccnonate radiant 
face' 61 On Saturday morning he sent Emma a telegram: • Annie has
rallied h.1s passed good night danger much less irnmment.'62 

Emma then wrote to him: 

My dearest N [ Nigger63 ] 
The message has just arrived. What happiness! How I do thank God! 
Hut I \viii not fed too hopeful. I was in the garden looking at my poor 
d;nlmg' s httlc garden to find a £lower of her' s ... I hardly dare think 
c,f su� h happiness. 1 hope you will :.lcep tomght my own. May the 
drc:,dful :.idmc�s [ vomiting} keep off our child. 64

On Saturday Darwin was joined at Malvern by Mn rann)' Wedgwood. 
Fanny, m,1rricd to I-knsle1gh Wedgwood, was his cousin anJ mt lcc­
tual conlid.111cc. She was ,m mtimatc friend of his brother Erasmus, who 
was anmhn of his nmfidants. 6� In his ye,trs oflivmg 111 London, bdorc
and after his marrugl·, he h,td been a neighbour oil knskigh and Fanny 
and frequently met them. Emma .md F.mny had bt·comc friends and 
confidantes.66 fanny wa!> the mother of :,tx children, and had nursed 
them through various illnesses. She had nursed her husband through a 
long illnc�� in th<: I H41h, and he and she haJ tht·n sojournt'd at thl' 
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Darwin home.61 Now Fanny came to Malvern at Emma's n:quest. 
Emma feared that Annie's illness, like the terminal illness of Dr Darwin, 

would cause her husband to become severely ill; she hoped that Fanny 
woul<l comfort him and aid m the care of Anme. 

On Saturday evening Darwm wrote to Emma that Fanny was an 
'infinite comfort'; and that Annie, 'thank God', had not vomitc<l an<l 
seemed slightly better.68 About the same time Fanny wrote to Emma 
that Annie looked better than she had expected. and then added: 

Dearest Emma how thankful I am to be able to be of the least use to 
Charles. He looks really not 111 though sometimes of cour.-c: most 
sadly overcome & shaken he has been two little walks today. I don't 
try to prevent him doing a good deal about dear Annie, it seems as if 
it was some relief to be domg something, tho' occas1onally it may be 
too much. There is nobody to be p1t1ed with you, but I know how 
much you will be able to bear for Charles's sake. 69 

Emma replied to Fanny: 

I must thank you for writing me so fully & for telling me about 
Charles. Your impressions of our poor dear child's looks were a com­
fort. Your being there is an immense comfort to Charles & I think 
you arc quite right to let him do as much as he can, as it must be the 
greatest relief he has. If he should be ill your bemg there will be a 
double blcssing. 7° 

5 
Early on Sunday mormng Darwin began his letter to Emma by explain­
ing why he wrote to her in such detail: • I do not know but I thmk 1t hcst 
for you to know how evc-ry hour pa5se� It is such a re lief for me to tell 
you: for whilst writing to you I can cry tranquilly. '11 l lis letters were hJS 
way of mourning with his wife for their daughter's suffermg. ;m<l ot l11S 
bcgmning to mourn for the cvenruality of Anmc's death. 

Jn his typically frank nunnc::r he described how Anmc w.l!i 

catlu-terizc<l: 'Wt• ... h:id to get Surgeon to draw her water off: this w.i.s 

done well & Jid not hurt her, but she struggled wuh ,urprising strength 
agaimt being unrnvncd & soon it evidently relieved her. '72 

After <le�cribing how Annie had vomite<l. and appeared • ti:arfully 



CHARLES DARWIN'S 'INSUFrERABLE GRJhF' j 21 

prostrated', he observed that she was clear in her mind and perceptions: 
'She called Papa when 1 wa:. out of the room unfortunately & then added 
''is he <Jut?"' 'When Brodie sponged her face,' he wrote to Emma, 'she 
a.�kcd to have her hands done & then thanked Brodie & put her arms
around her neck, my poor dear child & kiSlied her.' 

He n·ported how it was necessary again to call for the surgeon, Mr 
Coate:;, and his talks with him: 

Mr Coates has been& drawn off again much water, & this he says is a 
very good symptom. Last night he seemed astonished at her • fearful 
illness' & he made me very low: so this morning I asked nothing& he 
thrn folt her pulse ofh,s own accord & at once said. 'I declare I almost 
tlunk �he will recover.' Oh my dear was not this Joyous to hear. He 
then went on to say (& I believe him from what my Father has said) 
the Fe\ n at the same period is generally either fatal to many or 
though appearing very bad docs not kill one:&· how he lumself has 
h.1d 6 or 7 most severe cases in the low country beneath Malvern & not
one ha� died.

He th1 n added: 'But I must not hope too much. These alterations of no 
hopes & hopes sicken one's soul: I cannot help getting so sanguine every 
now &: then to be disappointcd.'73 

He told Emma that when he was with Annie: • I do not sit still all the 
wlule ... but am constantly up and down: I cannot sit stilL'74 Moving 
about Annie'� sickroom was one way of expressing his anxiety,75 and 
also the anger which he did not express in his letters. 76 

Early on Monday morning he began his letter to Emma by reporting 
how, on Sunday evening, he and Fanny bathed Annie with vinegar and 
watc1, '& it was delicious to sec how it soothed her.• Afterwards Fanny 
S,lt wuh Annie for most of the night. 'Fanny', Darwin commented. 'is 
devotmg herself too much, sadly, but I cannot stop her ... we arc under 
deep obligation to Fanny never to be forgotten. '77 

During the night Annie voided urine and had a loose bowel move­
ment. Darwin fir�t thought that becamt· this was the fir�t such movt.'­
rne111 in :i 1.n·ck it was a good sign; and he told Annie that she would be 
better. She gently replied. 'Thank you'. But wht·n Dr Gully came he 
fouud her pube tremulous and thought lier bowel discharge w.1s a bad 
sign. D.i.rwin then changed his view and expre\�ed the hopt· that, if 
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Annie did not have further diarrhoea, • I trust in God we are nearly safe.• 
He wrote to Emma that he cried when he read of her going to Annie's
'little garden' to find a flower.78 He then wrote his wife his w,uat 
detailed report on Annie's condition, and of how he, Fanny, Brod1<' 

and Miss Thorley nursed her. It was destined to be his last such 
account 

12 o'clock - She has appeared rather more prostrate with knees & 
feet chilly & breathing laboured, but with some trouble we have got 
her right & she is now asleep & breathing well She certainly relisht•s 
her gruel flavoured with orange juice & has taken table-spoon every 
hour. No sickness [vomiting], no purging [ diarrhoea]: I wish there 
was a little less prostration. She wanders & talks more today & good 
deal. 3 o'clock. She is going on very nicely & sleeping capitally with 
breathing quite slow. We have changed the lower sheet f soiled hy 
Annie's bowels] & cut off the tail of her clothing & she looks quite 
nice & got her bed Oat & a little pillow between her two bony knees. 
- She is certainly now going on very well. 79 

At 7.30 m the evening he again assisted in giving Anrue a vmegar 
bath.80

After reading h1S Monday letter Emma wrote to him that she felt 
hopeful and: 'Your last minute accounts are such a comfort and J 
enjoyed the sponging of our dear one with vinegar as much .1s you 
did. •s 1 

6 

On Tuesday evening Fanny wrote to Emma that Anme was showing 
'51gns of sinking', that Dr Gully thought her 'in 1mmrncnt danger', and· 
'Charles has written this mommg too hopefully& he will nor �end 1t &. 
ca1mot write you this himself - he 1s gone to lie down & ha� gone 
through much fatigue ... all our sorrowing anxiety is for you nm� my

Emma in this great ;,uffrnng - Goel support & save you for Charles 
sake. '82 

Dunng the final hours of Annit·'s illnt·ss Darwin suffat·d from 
stomach symptoms of moclcrate severity and undetermined spcnfinty8) 

(he doc� not appear to have vomitecl). In the hours after Annie's dl•,tth ht· 
�at with Fanny and they wept together. He cold her that his wccpmg \\as 
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'a rclief'.' 4 This meant that weeping eased him emotionally. and 1t may
have also eased the physical discomfort of lus upset stomach. Some 
immediate factors which en.1blcd him to weep were his previous 'tran­
quil' crying over Annie in bis letters; and Fanny first settmg lum an 
example of weeping. ,md then encouraging him to weep with her. 

On Wednesday afternoon Darw111 wrote to Emma strcssmg the 
pea,·cfulm:ss of Annil·'s death, and suggesting the goodness and wisdom 
of God: 'She went to her final sleep most tranquilly, and most sweetly 
. . Our poor dear child ha..\ had a very short life but I trust happy, & 

God only knows what miseries might have been in store for her. She 
expired without a sigh ... God blc\s her. •ss He then wrote about Emma
and h1m�clC and his health: 'We must be more & more to each other my 
dear wife. Do what you can to bear up & think how invariably kind 
[.mdj tender you have been to her. I am in hed not very well with my 
storn;1ch. When I sh.ill return I c.:annot yet say. '86 Several hours later
Fanny wrote to Emma that Darwin had 'need I think to go to you', and 
that he might possibly try and return home on Thursday.87 

Emma surmised that Aimic had djed when she failed to receive a letter 
from hl·r husband in the Wednesday afternoon post. At this time she 
wrote to ltim: • alas my own how shall we bear it. It is very b1ttl'r hut I 
shall nut get ill. •ijs On Thursday, before recl'iving Darwin's Wcdnesd.iy 
letter, slw wrote: • My fcclmg oflonging after my lost lrea�ure make\ me 
feel pamfully indifferent to the other children, but I �hall get right in my 
fcclmgs to them before long. You must remember that you arc my 
prune trt·.burl' (and always have bt·cn). My only hope of com,olation is 
to h.1vc you safe home and weep together. I fed so full of frars about 
you. 'RY At thi� time she was t·specially fearful that her husband's stomach 
1ll11css would worsen. 

After rcct•iving Darwin\ kttcr Emma wrote the following addition 
to her Tlmrsday lctta: • I feel less nmerablc a good deal Ill the hope of 
seemg you souncr than I expected. but do not be 111 a hurry to set oft. I 
am perfectly well. You do give me thl· only comfon I can takt· in think­
mg of lwr happy innorem life ... wt· shall be mud1 le�s miscrahlt' 
togcther.'110 On the s,1me d.1y Emma wrntt' to Fanny th.it A11111c\ de.1th
w.is 'worst· to bear than I expt·ctcd', and then addl·d: 'I do fi.·cl very 
grateful to God that our d.nling was .1pparl'ntly sp.1reJ .111 ,uffrri11g & I 
hope I slull be abk co attain somt· frdmg of sub11msio11 to thl' will of 
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I leaven.· She told Fanny of her fear for her husband's health, and her
desire to have him home with her. 91 

Fanny and Darwin then arranged that he would return home 011 

Thursc:Liy, while she would stay at Malvern and be present at the burial
of Annie m the yard of Malvem's church on Friday. 

Darwin arrived at Down on 6.30 on Thursday evening. Emrna was 
surpri�ed and overjoyed to observe that his stomach illness was not as
severe as i;he had feared. All that Thursday evening he and she did' ltttle
else but cry together', and talk about Annie. 92 The anger he had felt
earlier now returned, and was partly expressed in weeping. I le told
hJS brother Erasmus that Emma felt 'bitterly', '& God knows we can
neither see on any side a gleam of comfort. '93 Several days later he told
his old friend and relative, William Darwin Fox, that Annie's lms was 
'bitter & crucl'.94 

His weeping for the loss of his daughter was probably the inost 
intense gnef he had experienced since, as a small boy, he had wept for 
the loss of his mother with his sister Carolme. And whereas C.irohnc
and Marianne had soon caused him to curtail his grief. he now found
consolation not only in the act of weeping (which scems to have ,1bortcd
his stomach illness and then kept it from recurring in the days following
Annie's death95) but in weeping with Fanny and Emma; and then m
remembering their weeping. Thus he told Erasmus: 'To the tast day of
my life it will be a comfort to me to think of the tears she [ Fanny] \O ten­
derly wept over our poor dear child, when all was over. ''16 

On Friday. t1w day of Annie's Malvern burial D.1rwin wrote to
Fanny in Malvern: 

The more I think of it, the greater lhc comfort 1s to mt·, that one who 
wept ,1s tenderly as tht· tenderest parent over our poor cl1tld should 
follow her to the grave. I know of no other hunun bemg who I t.ould 
h.we a\kcd to have undertaken so painful a til!ik. God blc1os you
J,·:iresc Fanny for it ... Somettmes I shd. wish to know on which side
.1nd part of the Churchyard, as far .ts you can dcscnbc it, tlw hoJy of 
our dear joyous child rests. 97 

Fanny then sent him an a<.:n>llnt of Annie\ funcr.11 and a J1.1gram of the 
M.1lvcrn churchyard mdicating tht· location of her grave. 91 Her raised
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tombstone, which may be seen today, bears her name, the dates of her 
birth .ind death, and the inscription: 'A Dear and Good Child'. 

7 

During his days at Malvern Darwm had frequently recalled Annie's pre­
illness appearance and behaviour. At the moment of her death he had 
v.'fitten to Emma that he was 'thankful' that he possessed a da­
guerreotype of her, made in 1849. 99 On the day after Annie's funeral 
he rcc<.·1vcd a letter from Erasmus. 'Poor little tlung,' Erasmus wrote of 
Annu·, 'I keep thinking of her as I last saw her here [Erasmus's London 
home] and that last recollection is very pleasant to me. It is all bitterness 
to you now, but tender memories will revive and it will not be all

loss.' ioo 

Erasmus was prophenc. A week after Annie's death Darwin wrote his 
ketch of her chief characteristics so that he and Emma could remember 

her '111 alter years. if we live'. 101 

In his sketch ( ai. has been previously seen) he often strives to make his 
recollccttons precii,cly exact. Thus he evaluates Anrue's photograph as 
follows: 'The Daguerreotype is very like her, but fails ennrcly in 
cxpres�ion: having been made two years since, her face has become 
lengthened & better looking.' 102 

In his sketch he also wants to heighten his recollections so as to 
remember Annie 'vividly'. Thus he notes her frequent smiles, sparkling 
eyes. 'animal spints', 'elastic splTits' - enablmg her to recover qwckly 
from a day of discomfort-• elastic' movemtnts, and way of holding her 
head 'a little backwards, as if she defied the world'. And then how her 
'whole form' would become 'radiant with the pleasu�e of giving 
pleasure'. 103 

In de,nibing her last days at Malvern he noted her • gentle, pathetic' 
manner of thanking others for what they did for her: 'When I gave her 
r.ome water, she said" I quite thank you"; & these I believe were the last 
precious words ever addressed by her dear lips to me.' 1°4 

In a long sentence he summarized Anrue's mam charactenstics: 
'l..ooking back, always the spirit of joyoumess rises before me as her 
emblem ... i.he seemed formed to live a hfe of happmess.' And then 
there was her combination of inhibition and physical exprei.s1vcness: 
'her spirib were alwa� held in check by her sensitiveness lest she should 
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displease those she loved, & her tender love was never weary of di�play­
ing itself by fondling & all the other little arts of affection.· 105 

In his grief he momentarily ignored the presence of his six othn 
children; he wrote that he and Emma had lost the 'joy' of their present 
household and the child who would have become 'the solact· of our old 
age'. Elaborating on this latter loss, he had observed that in Annie: • One 
felt one knew her thoroughly & could trust her: I always thought, that 
come what might. we should have had m our old age, at least one loving 
soul, wh1d1 nothing could have changed.' 106 His anticipation of 111s 
daughter remaining at home and becoming a mother and nurse to 
himself and Emma was probably most immediately m0ucnct·d by 
example of his sisters Susan and Catherine, who had stayed on at 
The Mount happily devoting their best years to caring for their 
father. 101 

Early m his sketch, m describing how Annie brought him snuff. he 
wrote: 'her dear face now rises before me.' He had a penchant for 
visually remembering the faces of deceased persons, and for briving these 
faces special expressions. 168 Thus at the end of his sketch he cxpn·ssed 
his feelings for his daughter by asserting that he and Emma \hall t•ver 
love her dear joyous face.' 109 It will be seen that he would adhere to tin� 
assertion for the rest of his life. 

His sketch was fragmentary, hurriedly written and never H'viSt·d (it 
was his habit to revise extensively what he had first written). Yet in its 
select1011 of vivid and precise details, and its mood of passionate yer con· 
trolled grief and love, it shows what Darwin wanted it to sho'I.•:: Annie's 
personality and his involvement vvith her. It is one of the great writmgs 
by one human being about another. 

H 

After writing his sketch Darwin turned his attentions to his work and his 
family (Emma had her ninth child and fifth son, Horace, 111 May 1851 ). 
As the years p.med he first thought that Ins grief for Anme was dmum,h­
ing. In the summer of 1853, when lus fnend Fox wrote to him about the 
death of one of h1s (fox's} children, Darwin replied as follow,: 

Your letter affected me much. We both most truly sympathize with 
you and Mrs Fox. We too lost, as you may r<"tnembt·r, not 50 vay 
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long ago, a most Jear child, of whom I can hardly yet bear to think 
tram1u1lly; yet, as you must know from your own most painful 
experience, time softens and deadens, in a manner truly wonderful, 
one's feelings and regrets. At first 1t is indeed bitter.' 

Thinking of himself, Emma, and their surviving childm1, he added: 'I 
c.m only hope ... that time may do Its work slowly, and bring you all
together, once again, as the happy family, which ... you so lately
formed.' 110 Thn·t' years latt·r, however, when Fox wrotr to him that he
had, 1sited Anrue's grave, Darwin wrote back: 'the thought' of Annie's
death • 1s yet mo�t painful co me.' 111

In September 1863 Darwm was again suffering from a period of pro­
tracted vomiting. ,md accompanieJ by Emma he agam went to Malvern 
for hydrop.tthy. After they arrived Emma went to Malvem's churchyard 
10 vtsll An111e's grave, but was unable to find 1t. Darwin then wrote to 
fox bout the' painful subject' of th<' grave's location. 112 Fox promptly 
\I.Tote a letter of din·cnom; and Emma, to ber • great relief, was then 
ahlc to lo<:arc Annie's tombstone, which had become 'very much 
covered wtth tn·cs'. i u It 1s not known if Darwm - who was very ill and 
numly confined to his bed ever vbitcd the tombstone. 

In October 1863, whik· still a patient at Malvern, Darwin received a 
letter from Joseph Hooker - hlS scientific friend and confidant - report­
mg the sudden anJ relatively painless death, from a febrile 1llncss, of 
Hooker'� six-year-old daughter. 'She was my very own,' Im friend 
Y.Tote hun, 'the flower of my flock m every one's eyes ... the sweetest 
tempered, affeLtionate little thing that I ever knew. It will be long 
before I cease to hear her voice in my cars, or feel her little hand stealing 
mto mine; by the fireside and m the Garden, wherever 1 go she 1s 
thcrt•.' 114 Darwin's response to this was at fir\t sympathetic and gentle,
and yet n·�trained: 

Your note is most pathetic. I unda�tand well your words 'wherever I 
go shl· is there'. I am so deeply glad that she did not suffer mud1, as I 
feared was inevitable. This was to m with poor Annie the on<.· great 
comfort. Trust to ml' tm1<.· will do wonders, & without causing 
forgctfolncss of your Jarling. 11� 

In November 1863, .tfo:r returning to Down from M.1lvern. D,1rwin 
reread I looker's letter anJ wept for Annie; he then wrote about this to 
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Hooker. 'How well I remember your feeling when we lost Annie, then 
it was my greatest comfort that I had never spoken a harsh word to her. 
Your grief has made me shed a few tears over our poor darling; but 
bcl1eve me that these tears have lost that unutterable bitterness of for­
mer days.' 116 

In June 1864 James Mackintosh Wedgwood. the thirty-year-old son 
of Fanny and Hensleigh Wedgwood. died after a long and painful ill­
ness. Darwin then wrote to Fanny: 

1 must tell you how smcerely I feel for all that you have gone 
through. The present times have called vividly to my mind. though it 
is never long forgotten, all that you did for us at Malvern with poor 
Annie, and the inexpressible stay and comfort you were then to me. 1 
know how bitter your fcelmgs must be; & 1 can only hope that you 
will pretty soon recover your bodily strength. 117 

In September 1865, following the death of Hooker's father, Darwm 
wrote his friend a letter comparing his feelings over the deaths of lus 
father and Annie: • one knows that for years previously ... one's father's 
death is drawing slowly nearer and near, while the death of one's child is 
a sudden and dreadful wrench.' He called the latter an 'insufferable 
grief, 118 probably meaning that he feared that he could never recover 
from his grieving. 

Over the next six years, when he heard about parents (whom he did 
not know, or knew onJy slightly) losing a child. he would be reminded 
of the pain he continued to feel for Annie. In September 1866, when 
I looker reported that a friend had lost his three- or four-year-old 
daughter, Darwin commented: 'There 1s nothing in the world like the 
bitterness of such a loss, unless indeed the wife herself.' 119 In 1870,
when a correspondent wrote to him about the loss of a daughter, 
Darwin replied: 'You have my heartfelt sympathy ... 1 once lost a dear 
& good girl, & know what a dreadful grief it is ... '12° A year later, to 
another correspondent who had lost a daughter, Darwin wrote: 'I know 
from old experience how bitter a loss it is.• 12 1 

9 
During the years Darwin continued to grieve over Amue he inhibited 
his feelings about the deaths of relatives and close friends. 
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[n June 1858, Charles Waring Darwin (the tenth and last Darwin 
child) died in Down of scarlet fever. He was eighteen months old and 
mentally and physically retarded, never having learned to walk or talk. 
Darwin then wrote a two-page sketch describing some of Charles 
Waring's retarded ways, and how he suffered during the last twenty­
four hours of his illness. 122 'lt was the most blessed relief Darwin wrote 
to Hooker, 'to see his [ Charles Waring's] poor little innocent face 
resume its sweet expression in the sleep of death. Thank God he will 
never i;uffer more in this world ... Poor Emma behaved nobly and how 
she stood 1t all I cannot conceive. It was wonder relief when she could 
k-t her feelings break forth.' 123 lt is not known if he wept with his wjfe
over the death of their son. He then never seems to have mentioned the
death of Charles Waring in his conversations or correspondence.
Henrietta Darwin recollected that her parents, • after their first sorrow',
could 'only feel thankful' at his death. u 4 

]hree weeks after the death of his son Darwin heard of the death of 
his eldc�t sister, Marianne. He then commented to Fox that her death 
was• a blessed relic f after long-continued and latterly very severe suffer­
tng. Sht• wai. an admirable woman; and l tharik God is at rest.' 125 Several 
years later, when his sisters Catherine and Susan died, he commented 
that he was happy that they were • at rest' and over the suffering of their 
terminal illnesses, and had little else to say. 126 

ln the spring of 1861, when his old friend and mentor J.S. Henslow 
died, he wrote ( on the request of Henslow' s friends) an affectionate and 
1r1S1ghtful memoir of their 1330-1 associations.127 He then wrote to
Hooker, who had been distressed by Henslow's death: 128 'you will soon 
get, I hope, mto your regular &ame of mind & look at poor Henslow's 
deal h as one of the inevitable events in this life.' 119 Early in 187 5, when 
his friend and geological mentor Charles Lyell died, he expressed con­
flicting feelings in a letter to Hooker. While 'vividly' remembering 
Lyell's 'warm sympathy' for his early sciennfic work. he also commented: 
'J cannot say that I felt his death much for I fully expected it, & had 
looked for some time at his career as finished.' 130 

In the spring of 1876, in writing the first draft of his Aurobiography, 
Darwin induded one paragraph about his children. He first mentioned 
his 'happy' family and the feelings of mutual affection betwet·n himself 
and his grown children. He made no mention of Mary Eleanor and 
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Charles Waring. 'We have suffered', he then wrote, 'only one very 
severe grief in the death of Annie at Malvern on April 24th, 1851, when 
she was just over ten years old.· 131 The date of April '24th', was an error.
Darwin had written to Emma about Annie's death on 23 April and soon 
after had written the following entry about Annie in his Joumal: 'April 
16th started for Malvern, April 23rd our dear child expired: 24th I 
returned to Emma.' 132 The date of 23 April had been recorded on
Annie's tombstone and in a notice in TI1e Times. 133 Darwin may have
made this Autobiography error because of his distress over remembenng 
the 23 April realities of Malvern; and because it was pleasanter to think 
of24 April, when he was away from Malvern and back in the comfort uf 
his home with Emma. 

In his Autobiography, after mentionjng Annie's 'sweet and affcr-­

tionate' nature, Darwin added: 'But I need say nothing of her character, 
as I wrote a short sketch of 1t shortly after her death. Tears still some­
times come into my eyes when I think of her sweet ways.' 134 This 1s the
only place in the Autobiography where he records that he experienced 
tears. He (presumably) intended that his Autobiography and sketch ,1f 
Annie should be read together by his children and grandchildren. He 
had been stimulated to write his Autobiography when he learned that Im 
son Francis and Francis' s wife Amy- who were living with him at Do\\ 11 
- were expecting their first child and his first grandchild. Francis wa� a
botarust and served as his secretary.

Five weeks after he finished his Autobiography, on 7 September 1876, 
Amy gave birth to a son, Bernard. On 11 September, at Down and 1111hc 

presence of Darwm, she had convulsions, became comatose, and then 
died 135 In a letter to his son Wilham ofl l September DaJWJn cornmentr.:d 
on Amy's death as follows: 'It is the most dreadful th111g which lws r11rr hap­
pened, worse 11,,111 poor A,inie's death, though 1101 as grievous to me' (D.uwm's 
emphasis). 136 Wilham, who had been over eleven years old m April
1851, may have had strong memories of h1s parents' grief when Amuc 
died and perhaps also memories of his father's subsequent episodes of 
gnef over her. 

Darwm then bt•came concerned about the 1.kpressed state of l11s son 
Francis. I le wrote to Hooker: 'I never saw anyone suffer so mu< h as 
poor Frank . .. 1 am glad to hear that he is determined to exert hunscl (& 
work in every way.' 137 He told Fran as that scientific work' 1� your onl)
chance of forgetnng for a short time your dreadful life.' 138 
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In the years after Amy's death Francis did find some alleviation for his 
depre��ion by assisting his father in the latter's botamcal work, and he 
and his parents found great pleasure in caring for young Bernard 
Darwin. u9 After 1876 Darwin did not mention Amy in rus letters, or in 
any of the several additions to his Autobiography. Thus, while he appears 
to have forgotten the death of Amy (as he had previously forgotten 
the deaths of Mary Eleanor and Charles Warmg), the occurrence of 
this death had remmded rum of the specialness of lus memories of 
Armie. 

Early in the summer of 1881, when he was nearly seventy-three, 
Darwm suffered the first symptoms of the coronary artery disease which 
would kill him eight months later. 1"° FeeLng despondent about his 
ability to work, and about what be sensed was the shortness of time he 
still had to live, he wrote to Hooker: 'I must look forward to Down 
gravt-yard as the sweetest place on this earth.' 141 

At the end of summer 1881 his brother Erasmus died in London. 
Er�rnus's body was then brought to Down and buried in the graveyard 
of Down's church, in the Darwin family plot contaming the graves 
of Mary Eleanor and Charles Waring. Darwin and members of his 
fanuly attended the burial, ,u1d Francis Darwm later 'most distinctly' 
rcmembned how !us father stood in the graveyard, 'm the scattenng 
of snow, wrapped in a long black funeral cloak, with a look of sad 
reverll''. 142 

Darwm's 'sad reverie' probably consisted of two groups of thoughts 
about <lcath, which he had expn:ssed in part in a letter to Hooker: sad 
an<l resigned thoughts about the closeness of his own death, and about 
the loss of Erasmus - whom he described lo Hooker as 'the most 
pleasant and clearest headed man ... 1 have ever known'. 143 At some 
time i'n 1881 he had written aperpis of the intellectual attributes of his 
fathl·r and Erasmus which he had then inserted into his A11tobio$/raphy!44 

I fa second group of thoughts was more sorrowful and more disquict­
mg. In reply to Hooker's opinion that it was better for the survivors if a 
relative died young, 14s he wrote: 'I cannot quite agree with you about 
the <leath of die ol<l an<l the young. Death in the latter lase, where there 
is a bright future ahead, causes grief never to be wholly obliterated.' 146 

His last words - • grief never to be wholly obliterated' refer to Annie. 
Tims at the moment when he was especially re,1gned to the deaths of 
him�clf and others he had come lo realize again (perhaps more strongly 
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than previously) that he would always undergo moments of mental pain: 
moments when he pictured the 'dear joyous face' of his ten-year-old 
daughter and then experienced an amalgam of love and grie( 

One reason for the persistence and intensity of his feelings for Annie 
(aside from the memories of his relationship with her) may have been 
that m grieving for her- whom he had come to regard in part as a future 
maternal figure - he may have also been expressing old feelings of gnef 
for his mother which he had previously shown only incompletely and 
then demed. 

The history of bis feelings for Annie after her death may be sum­
marized as follows. The amalgam of love and grief that he felt for her 
became - from the age of forty-two until his death at seventy-three - an 
addition to and then the most tender and feeling part of his adult character. 
This pan contrasted strikingly with his usual tendency to react to 
grievous events by experiencing a variety of psychosomatic symptoms, 
or by denial 

IO 

Darwin's persisting grief for Anrue may have caused him to undl'rgo 
changes in four mental and emotional areas: his belief in Christianity. 
his thoughts about certam aspects of death; his capacity for higher 
aesthetic tastes; and his attitudes towards women. These wilJ 110\\ 

be outlined. 
James Moore has suggested that Annie's death, together with otlwr 

factors, catL�ed Darwin finally to give up his diminished belief m Chns­
tianfry. 147 Dr Moore intends to discuss this, along with the evolutiun of 
Darwin's religious views, m a forthcoming study. 

Before April 1851 Darwin does not seem to have been greatly con­
cerned wtth the severity of the terminal sufferin� of those who di ed. 
When Annie died one of his grim consolations had been that her death 
had been peaceful. It has then been seen how, when in his later years he 
commented on the death of an individual he often saw this Jc:ath as a 
'blessed' and happy release from suffering. His concern about terminal 
suffering also influenced his imagery of the workings of the war of 
nature. ln the 1844 sketch of his theory of natural selection he had 
mainly stressed the power of the war to create new species. In his 1859 
On the Origin of Species he would then write: 'we may console ourselves 
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vmh the full belief. that the war of nature is not incessant, that no fear is 
felt, that death is generally prompt.' 148 

In a revealing and puzzling section of his 1876 A11to/,iography Darwin 
wrote: 'in one respect my mind has changed during the last twenty or 
thirty years.' The change was that he had suffered the 'curious and 
lamentable' los� or diminution, of what he called his 'higher aesthetic 
tastes' - his former feelings of' great pleasure' in many kinds of poetry, 
'very gre.it delight' in music, • considerable' dehgbt in pictures, and 
'exquisite delight' in scenery. He further described the�e changes as • a 
loss of luppiness'. which had led to the • enfeebling' of' the emotional 
part' of his nature. He w� puzzled about the psychological nature of 
these changes, and their cause. 149 

Mental changes which entail loss of happiness and emotional enfceb­
Lng suggest a form of depression. These change� occurred in the period 
1846-5(1, .ipproximating to the period of Annie's death and afterwards. 
It may he that the loss of a person who was the love anJ 'joy' of his life 
depressed l11s capacity to have positive feelings for objects which had 
formerly made him happy. 

His 'coquettish' interactions with Annie - when each spoke to the 
other Ill 'exaggerated language' - carried over into his interactions with 
wmc adult women. In the late 1850s, when he was a pancnt at Moor 
Park taking hydropathy. he befriended a woman patient there, Miss 
Mary Ifotlcr. She believed in different supernatural stones and events, 
and thought that she saw the ghost of her father when the latter was still 
altve. 150 I k enjoyed being COl}UCttish with Mi.\S Butler about magical
tr ,msformauons of species and ghosts at a time when he was writmg the 
Origm ,f Spuin and disbelieved in ghostl>. Thm in February 1859, after 
he returned to Down from Moor Park. he wrote to Mi,;!> Butler as 
foHows: 

I make my!>clf very pleasant at home with ghost stories & other 
plumes borrowed from you. I enjoyed my fonnight extremely at 
Moor Park, but if I were long exposed to the very pleasant tcmp­
ta11on of �uting between Miss Craik 15 1 & you I wonder what I should 
not come to believe: I Joneysuckles turning into oak!. would be a 
mere trifle & new species springing up on every railway 
embankment. 152 
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His son Francis recollects how, m his later years: 'when he was talking to 
a lady who pleased and a.mused him, the combination of raillery and 
deference in his manner was delightful to sec.' He was 'particularly 
charming' when he was 'chaffing' such a lady. 153 

Real and imagined images of Annie probably influenced his prefer­
ence for women characters in novels and the plots of novels. He d1shkcd 
a novel ifit did not have a lovable heroine and ifit ended unhappily. 1-k 

joked that• a law ought to be passed' against unhappy endmg�. If., novel 
had a heroine who was 'pretty' and whom he could 'thoroughly love', 
and 1f it ended happily, it gave him 'wonderful relief and pleasure'. IH 

Thus he found George Eliot's <ii/as Mamer 'charming', 155 and was
especially attracted to the character of Dolly. When he then read Eliot's 
Mill on the Floss he found it 'certainly most clever'; but d1shked Jt 
because • almost all the persons are odious, & th(•re is no one �o charm mg 
as Dolly.' 156

Unhappy endings reminded lum of the reality he had expcricn�cd m 
Malvern m April 1851, and behind this his expenence ofhi� mother's 
death mJuly 1817. In loving the heroines of novels with happy c-ndmgs 
he was agam lovmg Annie: sometimes as the mne-year-old he had 
known (before her last illness); sometimes as the' delightful wo111;1.11' he 
imagined she would have become. 
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/"J.zr11·m l'�lume I //Jll-lS36 (Cambridge, Cambndg<' Umvcrs,ty Prc,s, 1985). 
Emma D.1tw111: lknru:tt.i Li1c-hficlJ, ed. Emm11 D,1r11•i11· .ti Cmrury of Fam,ly L:um 

00h11 Murray. 1915), 2 vok 
LI. 1-ranO\ D,u·wm, l'd. 'fl1t· LIJ,· 11111/ L·rtm o{Cl,11,/,. D,m.,,,, (New York: D. Appll'IOll, 

18%), 2 vol, 
Ml· Franns DJ.rwm J.nd AC. S<·warJ. eds Afori· L:111·,., •!I Clwrln D,m11111 (New York: D. 

Aprlc-ion, 11)0.l)', 2 vok 

W,1nuS(rrp1J 
C( ·Le- CluJst Collcgt· library. Cambridge. 
DAR; TI,� D.1rw111 Archive, M,um,<Tipt, Room, C.1mbndgc Uruvcr,ity Library, 

Camhmlgc. 
Keele, W/M Wl'dw,·ood Archives. Keel<' Un.i"crsuy Library, Kcd<', S1.1ffordshirc. 

Whcnev<>r p1.h$1blc tht· d.mn� of t.hc: kncr, cued here ,onforms co that given m 
F-'rcdcnck Burkhardt and Sydney Snuth, ed, 11 Cnll'lldu, <'./ ,J,,. Corm1�111drnc1· ,i

f 

Cltdrln 

Daru1t11 1S21 11/!il (New York & London: G.ulaud Publi,hm� 1985). 

I. The manuscnpt ol o .. rwm's,kctch or Annie•� wnttcn in 111> hand on twelve page, 
ofhl,ck-bordcrcd sunonery, 1otal, Jbout 1,550 words. .&nd is in DAR 210. 13. The 
publtslu·d "er.ion i, abou1800 word.: pnntcd fin.1 111 LL. 1, pp. l()<)-11, and then 
111 l·,n,114 J>.m,•111, 2, pp. 1.l?-9. All rctcrcnce, 10 thc skt'tch 111 1.h1s <'S>ay arc based 
on the m.mu,c upt, .md no Jrtcmpl> art' made to compare the manuscnpt and
puhl1$hcd version,._

" 'Charles Darwm', fu>JY of 11144·. m S,r G.1vm D,· Iker, ,·d. Clwrb Dar11,i11 m11/ 
A!J,c,I Rut,.-1 l l'J/1.i..-: E,...,Juri,•11 by Ntttur11/ Sr/m,,,,, (Cambridge: Cambridge 
U111vcrnry Prc,s. 19511), p. 253. 

J l),uwu,·, b101tr.1plwrs have commt'ntt'd on the published ven.1011 of his sketch of 
Amue as lollows: 'I It, l<"ndcr devotion to hi, own c·h,ldrcn comes out 1110>1 perfectly 
111 the t'J<<)Uls11c sketch ofln, ten•year-old daughter Anruc .. .' (Leonard Huxley, 
Clwrlrs Dt1r11•11� Ne" York: Greenberg Pubh,h<·r>. 1927, p. 136.) 'The gridofthc 
par ems wa., 111,vcr appca,ed ... n,c !Jthcr rnnunm,·d hi,. fcc:ling, 10 writing. 

put 
nev<'.r �lt.-rward wi,hed to speak of chem.· {Hemhaw Ward, Cl,,1r/�s D<1r11•111: R'"
Mm, 1111,I lfo Wa!}a,t, lnd1an,1.pc,hs, nu: BobbrMcmll Comp.lny. 1927, p. 255.) 
'The: most 11111mJtt of all th<· picture> or that I Down] household•• found m .& litth­
PJ».lgc wrmc-n by Daiwm h11mdf a ti,w d .. ys afte, th<-' death of his tcn•yl.'M•old 
dmglu,·r Annie.' Part, of the ,kr1ch arc then quoted (George A. Dor\C)', ·11,.. 

IJ110lu1,.,,, ,f Clwrln IJ,1r11•111. New York: Doubled�y. Pi�t· md Comp.iny, 1927. pp. 
107-8.) 'I I" tcn•yc-•r•oltl daughter Annil· d1<'d, ,Uld hoth p.1rrn1, w.-rr, pr°'tr.llcd 
wnh g11d, D.1rw111 <:xprc,s<·d Im fo.-lm� 011 p•p1·1 m word, tl1,11 ,1rc too 11111nut<:
and r••hrt,c to quotr.' (LR Pekin, IJ.iru•m, llog.uth, 19.17, p. JO.)
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Darwin's sketch 1s quoted from ·as Jlustratmg how any right-spmted father 
feds about his child, and how only a naturalist father can know hJS child.· (Wilham 

Emerson Ritter, Charles Darrvi,r a,rd 1/ir Go/dr,, Rulr. Wash111gtoivNew York: 
Storm Pubushcr!;/Sacncc Service. 1954, p. 62.) 'In this portrait there are united 
r.u-c powers of observation and description, with a deep and penetranng warmth 
of parcmal affection.' (Sir Arthur Kenh, Darwi11 R,,,,a/ued, Wans, 1955, p. 65.) 
• Charactenst1cally. his grief expressed n�clf in terms of his powers of observauon.
He WTote a memorial in which he carefully dc.-sc.nbcd her ways and habm .. • 

(Wilham lrv111e, Ap(s. A11grls, a11J Vi<1oria11s, New York: McGraw Hill 1955, p.
124.) 'As soon as he felt strong enough. Darwm composed a little ode on the child 
they had loved o,o dearly, the most bcauuful thing that he ever wrote.· (Sir Gavm 
De Beer. Cliarlr, Darwi11: E1'tllutio11 by Nalural Sdt'Ctio11, New York: Doubleday.
1%4, p. IJ9.) • A week after she died, as though in some private memorial service
for a congregaaon of one, he wrote a eulogy for her . .. He tucd to maint;un her
reality, to fix for c:ver the qualtty of her character and, even more, the physical fact
of her, to hold on to her existence with cables of words.' ( Peter Brent. Cfuulrs 

Darwin: A Ma11 of E11laried Curiosity, New York: Harper & Row, 19111, p. 351.)
Each of the above wmments - especially that of Keith - contams some validity 
However, when considered together. they do not form a rounded and in-depth
acC()unt of Darwin"s relationship with Annie.

Darwin's sketch of Annie is summanz.cd and quoted from, without commenu, 
by: Sir Hedley Atkins. Dowt1 the- Ho""' of 1/i� I>arwi,is: Th� Story of a HONst and ,1,., 
People who IJwd ·n,m (The Royal College: of Surgeoru. of England, I 974, p. 37); 
Mca Allan, Darwi11 a11J Iris Flowm: T1re Kry'" Natural S&e1io11 (FalK-r ll( Faber 
1977. p. 149); and John Chancellor, Char/rs Daru•i11 (Weidcntcld & Nicolson. 
I 97J, p. 200). There: is brief pL�smg mention of Darwin's grief for Anme- without 
mention of his sketch - 111 biographies of h.im by: Gamaliel Bradford ( I 926. p 
164); Geoffrey West (19J8, American edition. p. 217); Sarah Riedman (1959, p 
139): Germ1de H1mmelfarb (1959, p. 137); Phyllis Grcenacre (1963, p 65) 
H. E.L Mdlmh (1964, p. 65); Walter Karp (1%8, p. 96); and Irving Stone{l980, 
p. 515). Annie's death is ou,d as a factual event 111 Darwin's lite (without mennon
of his cmotion.J reactions to this death) in Darwin biographies by: Ruth Moort 
(1955. p. 114) and Ronald W. Clark (1984. p. 72). Charles F. Holdc-r, Ota,k 
.O..ru1111: Hrs J,ij� a11J Work (New York, G.B. Putnam's Sons, H190), l!ates: 'Two 
children, a boy and a girl were lost 111111fancy, one dying 111 11142 and the other 111 
18511' (p. 212), and makes no mention of Annie. Alm: Didunson, Charles Dorwrn 

a11J Norural Srltrli,m (New York. Franl<lm Watts. 1%4). statcs(p. 90) that three: ot 
Darwin"s children died m childhood. but gives no names. 

Many authors of biographical works on Darwin, and accounts of his personal 
life, omit mcnuon of Annie" s death. These include: G. T. Bettany ( 18117), Gerhard 
Wichlcr(l961). Julian Huxley and H.B.D. Kettlewell (1%5), Roben Olby(1967 
Howard E. Gruber and Paul 1-l Ba"cll (1974), L Robert St-,vens (1978) and 
George Gaylord Simpson (19112). 
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4 ::..·e note I. 
5. M•ry J.mc Moffat. cJ. Ill ,1,,. M,J,141v;111,-r ::;,/m,..,,,. f,,,,,, rl,d..1rrr,1rurr of Mour11111g 

(N•·w Ymk ll..tndom llou\t\ 1982); D.J. Ennght, ed. 1711· C>:.forJ Bc,,:,k ,:,f Dt·arh 
(New York. Oxford University Pm,s, 191!3). The later book. under 'D.-finmons'
al death, tJU0tcs D.uw1n\ rnndm1on 10 011 r/,r Oriiiu o

f 
S/>t<ln: of how 'from the

w.u of nattm· ... •nJ death' new s1-.cc1c.-, arc produced (p. 5).
6. Catherine W•·dgwood to ht·r brother Josiah WcJgwood II, Etruri.i. Staffordslurc.-.

Monday cvcnmg. po,1markt·J 14 July 1!!17. Kedc:, W/M ICJ835-27.
7 Darwm rC'corJcJ three r.-collcn1ons of Im rc:acuom to hi, mother's death. In 

H138, m a skl.'tch of his hfc. lu: wrott·: 'I scarcely recollect anything .. . except 
bemg sent for. th<' memoryofgorng mto her I lu, mothers! room. my father meet• 
111g me - uymg Jltcrw.u-ds' (ML, 1, pp. 2-3). In Im 187b .-!urobi�raplry he strN,ed 
h1S lac!.. of mt·monc.-.',, .md J1d not mcnuon his cry111g. F'iv,· year, later III a letter to 
Ins s1srn l:::1roh11c· he wrote; 

I grrcvc.- thJt I can remember h.rdly any1h111g abom rnr mother, cxt·cpt her black 
velvet gown and her work tJbh: and the death ,cem• anJ tallung to you of 
Marianne �licn-.ird, ,md our crymg so much . .. I think my forgctfulncs� may be 
partly ;11.;coumcd for by none of you bcmg �bk 10 endure speakmg .,bout so dread­
ful a lo». (Ihrwm to Im srstcr Caroline (Darwm) Wedgwood. 20 September 
lf881j Down. DAR 15.l.) 

8 Ibid. 
9 Ch.ulo I >.11w111, 111t• E.,71r,·5,,.,,, of rl,,. b111>t1<1r11 111 ,II.far, J1,J ,·luim,,/, Qohn Morray. 

1872), pp. 154-5. 
lO Oirmpor1Jr11u•, pp. IJI and 231. 
11 Emmi Da,wm 10 hnn)' WcJgwooJ. WcJnt'l,J.ay [20 O�tobcr 1842), E111111J 

Do,.,,,,,, 2, pp. I H,-17. 
12 l>.irw:h to F.mma OJJ'Wtrl [20-1 May l84KJ. [Sluewsbury], DAR 210:19, EmmJ 

r>.,,wi11, 2, pp. 116-17. 
ll Darwin to !looker, [25 f'cbnury 11!4b], Shrewsbury. DAR ll◄:55, ML, I, p. 

55 
14. Julia Wt·dgwooJ. '[he Pt·rwrldl Ufeo/.Jo1•1l1 Wt1�Ue><1<l(Mm111ll,m. 1915), pp. 26-1-5. 
15 Catheruu: Darwm 10 hrr brother Cha.tic!,, 11 November IR4R, Emma D.in1•111, 2, p. 

119 
16. Erasmus lhrwrn 10 f.mny Wcdf1;'\·0<,J, Thur,d.i.y [I<, November 18◄8], 

(Shrl'wshury], Keele, W/M 227 
17 Cathcrrnc D•rwm to her brother Charles, U November 18-IR. Emma l°lJn,•111. 2, 

pp 119 20. 
18. Aur,,b,og,orl•r, p. I I 7.
1\.1 1-rasmus D,uwin 10 hnny W,·dgwood. IJ6 November l848J, [Shrcwshury];

S�tl l>•rw111 to Fanny Wedgwood. 20 November [18-IKJ. Keel<.", W/M 227. 
2 l IJ;irwm mJulm Hcr,did, U June ftK49], Malvc-m, Str (;av111 De Iker, t•d. 'Some 

Unpubli,hcd Letter� of Charle$ Dan-.,n', Nc,1r, 1111,I �,,,,J, of rlr<' R<•yal S<Viery of 
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L.md,,11. 14, 1959, p. 34 S11 G .. vm De Beer, ed. 'D•rwm'sJoumal', Bulletmofthr 
B11tul1 Mumm, (Nc1111m/ Hotory) Historical Srrres, vol. 2, 1959, p. 12. lhrw111 to 
Walh .. m Darwm Fox. It February [1114'Jj. Down, CCLC. 

21. No anoum ,tatcs th.at D.arwan wept, or describe, lus appca.ran<·c durmg the period 
ofh15 lather', death. Hcnric:tt, D•rwm, who w" then almost s1.x year, old. wnto 
the: fol.lowmg rccollcrnon: • Dr O,rwin died on November 13th ... I remember 
foclmg awe-srrud< . .u,d crymg bmerly out of sympathy wuh my fJthcr' (l mntD 
Daru-i11. 2, p. 119). Whctht"r th,., mean, that O..rwm wept 1s um lc•r.

22. Darwm to Wtlla•m D.uwm Fox. 1, l·cbnury [ 18491 (note 20).
23. Darwm to I looker, 21! M.1rd1 11149, Malvern; OAR 114: 113: LL. l, r• 340 
24. Darwm to I looker, [211 September l!1(15), Down, OAR I 14: 275; I.I. 2, pp 

223 4
25. LL. I, p. 10. 
26. H.1lph Colp, Jr .• Note, on Charles O.arwm0

\ ,luwb1t�rapl1y'.J Hbt. B1t•L. 18 (19 <,), 
p. 391.

27 'I wa,h thl· Baby wa, hvchcr, for hvclmc"> ,., an extreme ch.um m bab-(hl b. 
GooJ•byc - I long 10 kis, Anaue.' Darwm to Emma Darwm I M•y 18◄2}, DAI 
210,19, Emma D,m,•111, 2, p. 70, 

211. Darwm experienced ,pc:a.11 tcdm� of pride for has b,by �on Wilham, "Inch h 
cxprc,,c<l .i.s follows: 

I ddy dnybody to Omer u, on our b.1by, for I defy anyone to say anything an 1
praast· of whKh we arc not fully cor1S<.1ou;. I k 1, • <harm mg lmlc lc-llow anJ J lud 
not the ;,m.tllc,1 rnnn·ptron theu, was ,o much III j fiH month b.thy. You wrll p<"r 
cc1vc by tha, d1jl I have ol fin<· degree: of p.ttcrn.J fervour. ( D.&rwm to \\ 11l1an 
Darwin l·ox [7 June lll40j, lM.&cr]. CCI C; ll, I. p 270) 

As ,oon .i.s Wallwn w.r, horn h,, fAthcr began making c;1.rdi1I notes on th ti 
appt·arancc olhl\ d1lfrrt·nt cxpn·,'1on>. For Jt th>'> tmll' Dar.-m luJ JII\I ongm.tt
Im theory of tr .umnut.tnon . .u1J he· tell cotwinceJ ... that the most comp)t'l< 
fine ,h .. dt·> of cxpn·ss1<ln must all hav<· h.;J d gr Jdu.,I .mJ 1u111r.al ongu 
(.-l111vl,1t'X'"l'/1y, pp. 111-2). He m•dc notes on Wdh .. 111 for •bout one yc.&r
l,m•r publa,he<l thc,c a, .m ,inidc. 'A Biogr•phual Skt·tch ofan Infant' m M1 
Q11Jrtr1ly R,·1•1< II' 4 l',yr/1vl"gy .,,,., ()/11/.,s,>pliy. 11!77. It It., bcrnrne" cla IC Ill crulJ
psyd1ology: rqmnteJ an W,lluan Kt•ssc11, c..l 1711· C/11/./(New York John Wrl & 
Son.., 1%�. pr- I lli-29); .md l.ucr an Paul H B.mctt, c..l //1< c ,,/lecud l',1
Cl,arlo D.rru•m (Ch1ugo: Umvcrnty ol Clucago Pr� l'J77, 2 vols, 2, pp I
200). Darwm nevt·r seem, to h.tvt· an.rdc ,udt dc1.11lcd "at·nttlic notes about ny f 
Im other bab,c, a, he J,J with W1lh.1rn

29. l),irwm m Emm,1 D.1rwin [c•rly 11!4�[. [Down!, DAl(2IO 19, /'1111fUJ D.1111 1 

pr- '14-5 
30. Proh•bly S,r John W1llwn 1�1bbock (1!\ll.1-1,S), ,,,uonomc-r, mathc-rn ttct 

h•nkt·r; .rnJ Darwm', ncagltbout oll D1.m n 
31. l).rwm to l:anm. l)Jrwm, 1211-1 Mav \li-18j, (M'< note 12.). 
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32. 1)-.,rw,n to Emma D.1rwu1, [25 May IK-IK), [Shrewsbury]. DAR 210.l'J. fi"'""' 
U.iru,i11, 2. p. 1111. 

31 Duwm's sketch of Annie. I lcrc;iftcr tired as 'Skc1d1' . 
.34. U.. l, rP• 111-12, 115. 
35. 'Trotty [ Hcnric11aJ ,, quite channuig. though I .lm vexed how liule I c.m ,tJnd of 

her· somehow I luvc been ex1u bothered and busy: and th" mornmg I ,cm off 
fi,·c letters.' Darwm to Emma Duwm. LJune IR46j, [ Downj, DAR 210.19, l:mma 
Daru•i11, 2, pp. 103--1. 

16. 'Sketch'. 
37. !bad. 
1. lbul 
19. Aurob,�rapl1y, pp. 22-J.
40 Colp, 'Notes on Clurle, D.1rwin\ ,lu10/11<1gr11pl1y', p. J/,3, 1101c 25 (sec notc: 

26) 
41 Autobl<',graplry, p. rq. 
42 'Sketch'. 
4 l Sec note 27. Darwin thought that k�smg w.s not mn.ue m mankmd, and had to be 

lcnned( /lie L:.1rrrssic11 of 1/1<· l:1no1io111 m Ma1111,,J A1111,w/1, p. 2H,). lkfore Annie he 
lud begun k1ss111g Im son W1ll1am, who ht· m�knamcd 'Do.ldy'. when the latter 
was about on,· yc�r old: 

11ie first sign of moul ,cnsc was nom.-d at 1h.- age of nc.uly 13 month,. I , ... d 
'Doddy .. won't give poor rap• a k1's, naughty Doddy.' Tht·st· words without 
doubt, made him !eel ,hghdy uncumforrnblc; .lnd :at la,t whcu I had rc1umcd 10 
mr d,au, he prouudcd h1� hps as a �,gn that he .-a., rc•Jy to k,s, me; and thrn he 
,hook his haucl 111 an angry mannc1 unul I c:um· and received h1\ lu¼- Nearly the 
umtc little scrn,· rccura·d in a few d.1y.._ �ml the reconciliation ,ctmtd to g1v,· hun 
so muc.h sat1.Sf.1c:t1011, that ,cvcral umc, aftcrw.1rds he prt'tl:mlcd to be angry and 
slapped me, and then insisted on giv1.ng me a k,s� ('A B,ogurhic;il Skc1d1 of an 
Infant', ll•rrctt, 17u C.,//,<tn/ />a1orr; <!_I Cl,arln OJm•m, 2, p. 197,) 

44 D.uv.,n 10 his ,ii.tt'r Su-.an l>arw111, [19 M.mh 11!-1'1), [Malvcmj. DAR 92. 7-
8 

45 'Skctc.h' 
4b u•rrtsl"'nd<11«·, pp. S 18-11>. 
17 Damm co Emma l>.1ru111, [25 M•y 111-ll!j, (,cc: note J2). 
◄ Susannah J>uwm gave hmh to her ,on Charles soon ahn 

birthday. 
◄'J 'Sketch' 

hrr forty-fourth 

',(I 
'ii 
'i2 

Darwin to W1ll1am D.uwm l'Ox, (27 M.tr<h ftjr,q, M.tlnrn, CCl.C. 
lbui 
Mm l110rl<'y to hnma lhrw111. Muml.1y, (14 Apnl ll!Slj, jM.tlvnnj, DAR 
2IO 11 

'il Arunc's death cer11fica1c, und,·r 1h,· hc-aJ111g "C.11M· ol [)c_·a.th', suics: 'B,hou, 
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fever with Typhoid character'. Thts mean!. thit m idditton to bc,mg frvcnsh .tnd 
vonunng b,bous rnntcnts. she had irregular bowel movement>. For a J1scusuon of 
contemporary ac.:ount!. of fevers see John Conolly, MO and Robky Dungltson. 
MD, eds 77,r CyclapaeJi,, c,f P,actical Medic111r (Philadelphia, PA: Blanchard & Lea, 

editions of 1845 and 1854), 4 vol>. vol. 2, 'Fever·. 
54. Darwin to Emma Darwin, Mond.iy [21 April 1851], [Malvern], DAR 210.19 
55. Oarwm to Emma Darwtn, [17 Apnl 185lj, (Malvc:rn], DAR 210.13.
56. Darwm to Emma Darwm, II o"clock S..turday, [19 Apnl 1851]. [Malvcmj, 

DAR 210.19.
57. 11m may rcfcr to Dar,,·m's Apnl 26-May 13, 1839 v1su to M.u:r. In lu, 'Journal' ht, 

first reported tlus visit a, follows: • Macr v1s1t, some: readmg cnnnc:,1cd wuh
Species but did vc:ry lmlc on account of bcmg unwell.' He then .. dJcd tlus de-­
pressed .md scll�puntt1ve p�.lgc; 'Dur mg my visit to Maer, re,,d a little, Wll mud1 

unwell. & sc,rnd.ilously idle. I have derived this much good. tlw 1101/111,g is ro 
mtolerablc as idleness' ('Darwm'sjournal'. p. 9; sec note 20). Thus the symptom
of his 'Ma.er 1llnt·ss' seem to have conMstcd of b1hous ,·om1tmg and 
depression.

51!. Autol,ic,grJp/ty, pp. 85-6, 92-.,. 
59. Emrn" Darwin to her husbdnd, S.i.turJ.i.y, [19 April 1851), [Down], UAR

210.n.
60. Darwin to Emma Darwin. 11 o'clock Saturday, ( 19 Apnl 11!51 j, (sec note

56).
61. Ibid.
62. Tclcgutn from Darwtn to Emma Ddrwin. 19 April 11151, DAR 2HJ.19. D.tr\\tn

in�tructcd Im brother Erasmus m London to ,end the telegram to Fmma IIt
Down.

6.,. "Nigger' wil!. a term of intimacy ;ind endearment that Emma use,! for her husband 
(Emm,1 Dar11•i11, 2, p. 104). 

64. Emma Darwin to her husband, 19 Apnl 1851, Down, DAR210. 13, Bm'"" I.>.uu 1 
2. p. 134.

65. &rbara md Henslc1gh Wcdbrwood, ·n1t• Wr,lgu-i>od Circl(, 1no 189 Four
Gmuariom cf a Family a11d n,,.;, Frimd, (Canada: Collier Macm1lbn Canad;,,
1980), pp. 261-J; Eli,;abc,th Sander� Arbuckle, ed. Harrit't Mar1111r.1u'J l�lln r 
Fmwy J,J'r,(�uw,/ (Stanford. CA: Stanford Univc.-rs1ty Press, 198J), p. xv111

(,6. Emmd' s fed mg, of fncnd,,h1p for and confidence III farmy were sho\\1t III th.- prce­
viou,ly quoted Ottober 1842 lcttl'r which ,he wrote to Fanny on the death ofh r 
mfant daughter Mary Eleanor (sec: notr 11 ). 

67 &rhara ;ind Hcnsll'1gh Wedgwood, ·111,· W,�1111•1><.J Cm/,·, f71U 1897 (see not 
65), pp. 246-7. 

61!. Darwm to Enuna D.,rwm. Satunlay 2 o'dock, [ 19 Apnl 11151 [, DAR 210 11/ 
<,9. fanny Wedgwood to Emma Darwin, Saturday 7 o'dmk Jl'I April 1851 J 

DAR210.U. 
70. Emm.l Darwm to l'.umy Wedgwood, Down, Tuc.-sd.ly before post ttmc, (22 April

11151], Keele. W/M.
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71. Darwm 10 Emm. Darwm, [20 Apnl 1851], !Malvern], DAR 2JO.IJ. 
72. lbul 
7'\ lb1J. 
74 lb1..L 

5 Darwtn often cxprc,,cd h1> anxiety by pacing .,bout • room. The artm Wilham 
R1chrnonJ Jc\< nbcd how. when he Wll> parnnng O.uwm\ portrait. Im subject 
could 'sit for only� Ct:w m111u1c, orso at a run,· .. .' (A.M. W Smlmg. 77,r Rich­
mo,,,/ J'apas, 1'>2b, p. 2M). 

7 . ln ht$ IR�H socm1fi, notcbt1<1k.. Darwm had obs<"rvcd how, when angry, a 
per5011 pan·,· 

Whc n a man is 111 a pa"1011 he puts hun,df suff & walb hard. (I le cannot .ivo,d 
sc11d111g will of an1om to musdc, an} more rh•n prevent hcan beat.) Remember 
how Pincher do,-s,1us1 the s.mu- I 11011,eJ th1, by pcrccivmg my,clf,k1ppmg when 
wanuog not to fnl .u1gry - such d'forts prevent anger. bur obscrvmg eye,. thus 
uncnnsc1011 ly J1,con·r ,1rugglc ol fedmg. h 1s .1> much effort to walk then lightly 
;u m endeavour 10 stop h,·.1rt bca1111g: on t·c:asmg. so Joe, orhcr. (Howard E. 
Crubcr anJ 1'.iul 11 B.urctt, D,m,•i11 "" M.in ,l P.,}t/1,1/,1g1rn/ Study •�/ Stiemific 
C rra11<•11r, Ne\\ York. E.P. Dutton, 1974, p. 27H.) 

7 Damtn to Grun• l>arwm. [21 Apnl ltlSI]. IM,lvcrn), DAR 210.19. 
71! Ibid 

) lblll 
8ll 1b1d. 

Emma I >arwm to her husband, WcJns•sd,1y 23 I Apnlj bcforc po�t time, [ [x.,wn], 
DAR 210.1 \. 

2 F.inn} Wt·dgwood tu Emm., DJf\t•ut, Tue<.J.1y 21 ('meant for 22nd?', written tn 
unknown hand on tlm lc:uc-r), j22 Apnl l>iSJI. [M.Jvcrnl, DAR 210.D. 

8 \ <..ha1 les "a, vny ,11 all y<·>1c1d.1y \\ 1th one of h1, !il<>1U:tlh attack, wh lul k1ly tnade 
lum not "hk to come mto the: room (Annw's roomj' (humy Wl·dgwooJ to hc:r 

hu banJ l lcmk1gh WcJ1,,woo<I. Wc:J11,�d.1y t'Vl·ning <, o'clnlk 123 ml 11151 J.
(Malvnnj. K«·lc W/M 310.) D.1rv.·111's 'Diary of lk.1lth' Joe, 1101 ·cord .1.ny 
s1g1111ica11t tnu, ·"'' 111 l11, 11111,..,, during Im "•'Y .,r Malvern. At tit" ume he w,1., not 
e attcnm•c m kc,·pmg up has• D1.1ry' ., he: l1.1J h,·en p1<·vrou,ly. I luwever, 11 ,t:c:111, 
[jkdy that 1I he luJ vmuucd he \\ould have rnvrdt·d 11 ,l> .111 mne.1,c 111 'unwcU­
nes • Vo11111mg dc:prcsst d hun. Thc rno stumarh ,ymptom, that hc frequent I}' ,ul� 
lcrcd from, inJ th.u he ma) h .. ve npcncnu·J on 22-3 Apnl, wen· pa111 (v.1rymg 
111 mtmsnr) an,1 what he ullcJ 'llm1lrnu,' (mamly bckh111g). Neither ol these 
two sympto111s Jim, i»cJ lum tncnt,,lly ., mudi as vo1mt111g. .1nd he sel·m, tu 1,,1\ c 
u u•lly quit kl} n·cov.-r,·J from theu dints. 

84 Aftrr lrc1 account ol D•rwm's \10111.1ch •tt•tk, I .11111y w,·nt on to wrn,· r,i I kn­
lt11lh • h's mrn.t afl,·tt111g to me hov. he ,uffcrs consldntly ,rymg - but lw ,.,y, 11\ 

a relief' 
8 Djrwm to Llnnu l).,rv.111, W .. J,,. . ..._1.,y. l2J Apnl 111511, 111,hlvcrn), DAR 

210 13 
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116. Ibid.
117. Fanny Wedgwood 10 Emma Darwin. Wednesday b o'clock. (23 April 1851),

Malvern. DAR 210.13.
88. Emma Darwin 10 her husband. Wednesday 23 (see no1e 81).
89. Emma Darwin to her husband. (24 April 11151 ). Down. DAR 210.IJ.
90. Ibid.
91. Emma Darwin to Fanny Wedgwood. Thursday before posuimc. [24 April 1851).

Down. Keele. W/M 3IO. . 
92. Emma Darwin to Fanny Wedgwood. Friday (25 April 1851), Down, Kait_

W/MJIO.
93. Darwin 10 his brother EraunllS DaJwin. [25 April 1851), [Down), Keele. \VI ..

310.
94. Darwin to William Darwin Fox. 29 April [1851), Down. CCU:. U., I p.

348.
95. Darwin makes no mention of illncu in his• Diary of Health' and leacn. aai ....

( who was sensitive 10 rhe least changes in her husband's health) maka ao _... 
in her lctten of illnns in herself or her husband.

96. Darw in to his brother Erasmus Darwin. (25 April 1851). (sec IIOIC 93).
97. Darwin to Fanny Wedgwood. Friday. [25 April 1851), (Down), Kmc, W1M

310. 
98. Fanny Wedgwood 10 Darwin. 25 April [1851), [Malvern), DAR 210 U
99. Darwin to Emma Darwin. Wednesday. (23 April 1851), (sec note 85) 

100. Erasmus Darwin to his brother Charin. Friday night. (25 April 185IJ, [r..o.lalirl, 
DAR 210.13.

JO I. • Sketch •. 
102. Ibid. 
103. Ibid. 
104. Ibid. 
JOS. Ibid. 
IOb. Ibid. 

107. Susan never mamcd. Catherine married for the 6nt time at the ap of"., .... 
(fifteen years after the death of her father) and died tine years lam. •Ht .,.. 
Wedgwood rca>llects of Dr Darwin. 'could ... inspire warm love. J 11• ,11 
wd1 the glow with which one of his daughcen. who bad prefenecl nm 'lill •

Wm to entcnng a home ofhcr own, taid to me in a _.ha, lonely oW • .. 
I am glad my happy rime came in my youth, when I bad my 6ad' Q11ia 
Wedgwood. 7M Pmon,,l Life of Jorill, W�. see note U), pp. �S 

108. 'I remember the faca ofpeo(ilc formerly -'8-lcnown rividly, • ••-­
chem do anything I like' (Darwin's reply to Francis Gahon'1 •� • .. 
faculty of V"uualizing', November 1879, U.. 2, p. 415.)

109. 'Skdch'. 
110. Darwin to William Darwin Fox. 10 August [1853), Down, ca.c. U. I t

355. 
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111 l>Jrw111 to W,lh.un D•rwm fox, J Oc.tober ll!!St,j, Down. CCL<.: 
112 l>.uwm 10 W1l11Jtn Darwm fox. 4 ISt·ptcmbcr 1Kh3j. Maln-rn Well.., 

CCLC. 
111. Emma Duwm to W1llia111 Darwm fox, [2•> Scptcmb.-r l!IC.Jj. M.uvcm 

Wdls, CCIC.
114 Hooker 10 Darwin, I Onob<.·r 181,J, Kc\\, DAR 101: lh0-2; Lc.·onJrJ lluxlcy, c.-J. 

l.1J.- .,,,d /.,-r,.-,1 •1 Sir J,,.,p/J /),1/t,>11 11.-,ka 0olm Murray, l<JIK, 2 vol,). 2 ,  p. 
<,2,

115 narwtn 10 llookcr, [4 Octolwr Pl<dj. M•lvcrn Wdl.._ DAR 115: 20h. 
116 Darw111 10 I looker. 122-J No\·t·mbcr l!lhJj, Down, DAR I IS· 211 . 
117 Duwm to l'auny Wc.-dK"'''Oll 28 June [ IK<>-1 j, Down. Ainc.'rKan l'lnlosophl< JI 

Society. 
118 l>arwtn lo l lo<'hr, (211 s,,p1t·ml�r IKuSI, (S<'c ll<llc." 24). 
119 D.uw,n 10 lk,ohr. [ 11 Apnl 1Rhl,], l>own, DAR 115 2K<,. 
120 ()Jrw111 10 11•.<: n,,nJcrs], I'> May 18711, Duwn. i\mn1c.111 1'l11losopl11nl 

So=ry 
121 Darw11110 I lknry?] Julmwn, 25 April [ 1871 I, Down. Sothchy CatJ!O!(lll'(24 Jun<· 

1975). 
122 The ,kcuh ll. 111 1ln· Cambndgt· Umvn�ny !JhrJry, DAR 21ll.lJ. 
12.l Darwm ro lfookc.-r, 129 June 18S8j, l>nwn. l>AR 114 2.J'>. 
124. f:.ffllll4 D,m1•111, 2, p. lh2 .
12.'i DJrwiu Ill W11l1a111 1>.uw111 1-o,.. 21 July ( IKS!lj, Sandow11, ( cu.:

126 'You wul h.1vc lw.,rJ of rnv >1'1cr Ythninc's ,·asv Jc.·•th last I r1J.1y 11 1ornmg. -..h1: 

,uffcrcd much, an,1 we all !0<,k at her Jcath a, a hlC$siug. for tlwrc w.l\ much fc.·.,r 
of prolnngcJ anJ grc.·.m·r sulfrr111g' ( l)J1-wm 10 l ydl. 7 l'chnul")' [l1!(,(1j, Dm, 11, 
American Ph1losopl11c•I Socinv; Ml. I, p. 47h) ' . my pc.,or min (Sum,)•� .it 
rest & r/1,1111: G,,/ h.i. h.id no mor_, ,ulkr111g. luv111g b,·, 11 tram1u1I .inJ halt u11,on-­
sc1ou, for many J�rs• (D.m,m to llookcr, [4 Oooher l8b1,J, Down. DAR 
115· 302). 

127 Dirwm', mc:rnou w•• pubh,h<'J 111 Lcon:irJ J..-nym. ,\frmoi, ,:/ tit,· R,·,·. J,./111 St< •�m 
HmJ,,.,,, ( Van Voorn, l:iC,2), pp. 51-5 . Rcpr1111t'd 111 B•rrcn, 11,� C.,1/m,·cl JJ.110•,; ,•/ 
C/1,11/�1 n,1111•111. 2. pp. 72 4 ( "''-' 1101,• 2K]. 

128 Hooker was mam,-d to I kmlow's J.1ugh1cr anJ h.J nur.eJ I knsl,m ,!urn tht· 
latter's tcrmmal ,llm·s!.. 

129 lhrw111 to llookc.-r, t'.I June p111tlj, Down, DAR I l'i IIJ.l. 
HO D.1rwm 10 Hooker, 23 1-t·bru.uy 11:175. l>o ... n, DAR ':l'i: Jn k & DAH 97 (�n. J): 

I 1; Ml� 2. p. 2JH, 
I\ I. Au,.,b,c,gral'hr, pp. 97-8 . 
IP 'l.>.irwm's Journ.11', I'· 13 (sci' not<" 211). 
11 l On25 Apnl 1851 D.1rwin ,..,-011• 10 Im hrothri l:r,1smu�: '\\'111 )'OU he so k111J as to 

gt:t 1nsencd 111 pl•n'l> 111 1'11n<'$ & 111 any other om· 111 rwo l'.ipc.·r, ut l.11 gest nr< 11• 
UltOIL "/\1 M.1h1c.·m on illl'2Jrd ol l'cv•·•• Al111t· l·.h,.1hc-1h l>.1rw111 ['nldc-,1' c.ros-c.•d 
Olli I aged ,.,n yc�rs. eldc:M d.mghtcr of Ch.ulcs I )Jrw111 f-.stftme of Down Krlll" ' 



44 j FREE ASSOCIATIONS 

(,cc: nocc 93). In n,., '/ 11111·,, 28 April 1851, Supplement, No. 207117, rhe nott,cn·ad,: 'On the 2J lO\t, at M•lvcm of frn·r, Anne: l:laubcth D.uwm, agc:d Ill yqrddcst danghccr of Ch.irlcs D.1rw1n fa,1, of Down, Kem.'
134. ,1utol11og,apl1y, pp. 97-11 
US. Darwm 10 Hooker, II September ltH7b), Oown. DAk'J5: 417-11!. 136. Darwin to h1s \Oil Wilham E. l>arw1n, 11 September I 1117bj, Down, DA,Jt 210.6, 
137. l),uw111 co Hooker, 17 Scptcmbc,, [ 1876). Down, DAR '>5: 419 21l U!I. Darwm to Im ,on rTdnu, Darw1n, 20 September [187(,j, Do\\ n, DAR 2111.W. l:mmd Darw111, 2, p. 225. 
140. lulph Culp, Jr. 'ii, Br m, lm•.il,d '/111· 1/111,ss o/ Cl,a,l,,s Daru•111 ( Ch1c,1go Uruvc:n 1�of Ch1c11go Prc!>S, l'J77), pp. 92 J. 
141. l)arwm to llnokcr, 15 June ll!HI , 1'.incrJ•le, DAR 104 152 3, Ml� 2, I' 433. 

142. LI., I, pp. 105 6. 
143. Darwm to Hooker, JO Aug1m 1881, Down. DAR 95. S30 I, IL. 2, pp. 404 I H. ,lutol11,wrapl1y, pp. 21! 41. 
145. I looker to l:>arwm. 29 AuguM 18111, Kew Garden\, DAR 104 IC,o-7; Huxley 1., 1111d l..rttm <Jj Sir Jowph /)J/to11 Jfooh,, 2, p. 258 (sec note 114). 146. Darwm to Hooker, JO Aug.mt 18111 (�ce note: 14.3). 
147 June, R. Muon·, 'I 1:159 mJ all that Remalung the Story ot J:-voluuon- and,Rd1g1on', 1n Roger G Ch.ipman and Cleveland T. Duval cd < harl� D., 11/()'J 1882: A Crut,1111111/ ( .. 11n111,'111�ra111� (Wdlmgton, New Zcal.rn,I N \JPmlica f>ubh,h1n� I 982), pp. 2<,7-'>4, Ill'>. 
148. Chark-s Darwm. 011 1/,t Ori.�111 '!I Srwe,. • l.1cs11111lc of th, fir t ed1t1Cambridge. MA; I ldrvarJ U111vcrncy Pre", 1%4, p. 79, 
14<J. ,lut,,/,iograrlry, pp. 138-IJ. 
150. f'Tanci� Ddrwrn. m;nu,.,ript, 'Rcm1111!>lc11cn of CD', DAR 40 (l) p 8& 151. Darwm here refer\ to Gcorguna Mar11,n Cr.uk (11131 115), ,.n EngltMJ mh ,who,c novels of romanc,· he: greatly cnJoycd. In rim p�sagc h,· tmagmcs I m ,,mng bccwe<·n M"' Cra,k - whom (prc,unuhly) he h.i., 111:\'cr mer (ye, whom I kcls he know, well) - .ind Mary Butler, •nd c111oymg 111111,clt by < r w11h them. 
152. D.irwm 10 M.uy Uurler, 20 hhruary I 1859], Down, Hrt,\\n U111ven1t)I S.l. I L. I. p. 118. 
154. ✓lu1,,/11,��ra1•l1y, pp. 138-'J, 
155. DJrwrn to llookcr, 1211 Sc:ptt·mbcr lllhSj, (sec· nut,• 24). I Sir. D.1rw1n tu Hooker, 22 ,u1d 211 I (ktnb<·r lllh5j, Down, DAR 115 2 1/11 1-/,,,, luJ a murd,·r Jnd •n unhdpp)' cnJmg. It"'"' w1d,·ly read aud L (Amy Cru-.·, 11,,. I 'i,1,,ri,1111 .i11./ 1l1e1r R, ,ui11,.�. Boston, MA Houghton M1fi11 pp. 271J, 2115, I tc,, � J.l) 




