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After Protests, Yale Says It Will Drop John Calhoun’s Name From Building

By NOAH REMNICK

After a swelling tide of protests,
the president of Yale announced
on Saturday that the university
would change the name of a res-
idential college commemorating
John C. Calhoun, the 19th-century
white supremacist statesman
from South Carolina. The college
will be renamed for Grace Murray
Hopper, a trailblazing computer
scientist and Navy rear admiral
who received a master’s degree
and a doctorate from Yale.

The decision was a stark rever-
sal of the university’s decision last
spring to maintain the name de-
spite broad opposition. Though
the president, Peter Salovey, said
that he was still “concerned about
erasing history” he said that
“these are exceptional circum-
stances.”

“I made this decision because |
think it is the right thing to do on
principle,” Mr. Salovey said on a
conference call with reporters.
“John C. Calhoun’s principles, his
legacy as an ardent supporter of
slavery as a positive good, are at
odds with this university.”

Mr. Salovey and the other mem-
bers of the Yale Corporation, the
university’s governing  body,
made their decision after an advi-
sory committee unanimously rec-
ommended the renaming. The
school is still determining when
exactly the change will be carried
out, but Mr. Salovey said it would
be by fall at the latest.

Students reacted with joy to a
change many said was long over-
due. “There’s a huge sense of re-
lief and celebration,” said Rianna
Johnson-Levy, 21, a senior from
Ann Arbor, Mich.,, who was in-
volved in the protests. “Students
of color have been fighting for this
change for decades andit’s hard to
believe this day is finally here”

Online, some students found in-
spiration in a quotation from Ms.
Hopper, who died in 1992. “Hu-
mans are allergic to change,” she
once said. “They love to say,
‘We’ve always done it this way’ |
try to fight that”

Calhoun, the nation’s seventh
vice president, attended Yale and
was its valedictorian.

The name of the college incited
controversy almost as soon as it
opened in 1933. Many black stu-
dents staged demonstrations and
referred to the college, which was
decorated with depictions of
slaves carrying bales of cotton, as
the “Calhoun Plantation.” Opposi-
tion may have peaked in 2015, af-
ter the massacre of nine wor-
shipers at a black church in

Charleston. The Kkillings, by an
avowed white  supremacist,
prompted protests that led to the
removal of the Confederate battle
flag outside the South Carolina
Statehouse and elsewhere.

Yale was seized that fall by a se-
ries of demonstrations from stu-
dents, faculty and alumni who ob-
jected to the Calhoun name, as
well as to what they saw as a
larger climate of racial inequality
on campus. Many universities, do-
mestic and abroad, have faced
similar pressure inrecent years to
eradicate names and symbols of
racism and colonialism on cam-
pus.

That resistance notwithstand-
ing, Mr. Salovey announced last
April that Yale would preserve the
Calhoun name. At the same time,
he revealed that the university’s
two new residential colleges
would be named for Benjamin
Franklin and Anna Pauline Mur-
ray.

The honoring of Ms. Murray, a
legal scholar and civil rights activ-
ist who graduated from Yale Law
School in 1965, was widely hailed
as the first such distinction be-
stowed on either a woman or an
African-American. But the selec-
tion of Franklin, who was once a
slaveholder himself, was derided
by many students, particularly af-
ter it became clear that he was
chosen in deference to a sugges-
tion by Charles B. Johnson, a busi-
nessman who donated $250 mil-
lion for the new buildings — the
largest gift in the school’s history.

Addressing a related concern,
the school also decided then that
the leaders of the residential col-
leges would no longer use the title
“master;” and would instead be
called “heads of college,” a recog-
nition of the discomfort many stu-
dents felt toward the previous
honorific’s evocation of slavery.

The Calhoun and Franklin deci-
sions reignited protests from stu-
dent activists, who held a “renam-
ing ceremony” in front of the
college in which they called it “the
college formerly known as Cal-
houn.” At a town hall-style meet-
ing soon after, students showered
Mr. Salovey with fake Sl million

bills, a protest against what they

saw as the university prioritizing
its financial interests over their
CONCerns.

The dissent did not come only
from students. Over the summer,
a black dishwasher in Calhoun
smashed a stained glass window-
pane thatdepicted slaves working
on a plantation, because he said he
found the image degrading. And
on Friday, four demonstrators
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protesting the Calhoun name
were arrested for blocking the
street.

Still, despite their delight about
the renaming, many students
hope that the university will con-
tinue to move beyond symbolism
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to address more pressing issues of
racial inequality on campus, like
the dearth of black faculty mem-
bers. During the fall 2015 protests,
the university announced that it
was committing $50 million to a
faculty-diversity initiative to con-

front the fact that less than 3 per-
cent of its arts and sciences fac-
ulty is black. But since that time,
several prominent black profes-
sors have left the university.
About 1l percent of Yale’s roughly
5400 undergraduates identify
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Protesters in
favor of renam-
ing Yales Cal-
houn College
blocked an inter-
section on Fri-
day. Near left, a
stained-glass
image of Cal-
houn. The uni-
versity said the
college, far left,
would be re-
named for Grace
Murray Hopper,
a computer sci-
entist and Navy
rear admiral.
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themselves as black or African-
American.

“This is definitely a victory, but
we're not done fighting” Ms.
Johnson-Levy said. “It’s our job to
keep pushing Yale in the right di-
rection.”




