


notes by Etta Howes Handy (1886-1973; daughter of Henry T. Handy)

Mr. H. T. Handy sailed on first voyage (I always understood) when he was 21, which would have been 1866.

Capt. Ebenezer Nye, Master. A number of Pocasset boys and men were with him

Name of ship I do not know. They were wrecked in the Ochotsk Sea. Mr. Handy came home on the bark Jireh Perry. Mr. Handy sailed again July 2nd 1868 in the Morning Star as Boatsteerer to the mate.

Sept. 12th they had taken 160 bbls sperm oil – to which were added 40 bbls more before the year was out.

Oct. 1869 they had only seen one more whale. Quantity of oil taken not stated – if any.

The 30th of April next the mate struck a 100 bbl whale and ‘got stove’

His boatsteerer knocked overboard. The line wound round his neck – so when the whale sounded he was carried down never to return.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  See Henry T, Handy’s  journal: entry for Saturday, April 30, 1870.] 


Talcahuano. May 1870 the 3rd and 4th mates had been discharged – a boatsteerer and seven men had run away, making a loss of fifteen men from time of leaving New Bedford. –[footnoteRef:2] [2:  See Henry T.. Handy’s journal: entry for Thursday, June 9, 1870.] 


Mr. Handy was very discouraged -- but the mate persuaded him to remain another year.

It had been a thoroughly disagreeable voyage.

April 1871. Talcahuano. Returned from a ten months cruise, had taken 550 bbls oil – Mr. Handy was given third mate’s berth at this time.

Returned home in the summer of 1872. A four years voyage. Amount of oil taken the last year is not known.

In 1875 June 29th Mr. Handy left home to join the Morning Star as 2nd Mate. At Panama -- Capt. [“Lewis” crossed out] Master, Potter – Capt. Potter died before Mr. H. reached Panama – resulting in the appointment of the mate Lewis[footnoteRef:3] as Master – and Mr. H. as first-mate. [3:  Morning Star. Replacement Capt. Lewis. Panama 1875. Capt. Jas. E. Potter d. at Panama June 30, 1875. Source: Whaling Masters, compiled and written by the Federal Writers Project of the Works Progress Administration of Massachusetts (New Bedford, MA.: Old Dartmouth Historical Society, 1938; reprinted 1986 by The Borgo Press, San Bernadino, CA), 309.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk209753236]Jan 6th 1877 Saw whales lowered boats and chased without success. Afternoon of 7th again saw whales and chased 2 hours without taking any. Lowered again at six and Mr H got a large one - next day such a gale they could not cut. The 9th was a fine day - but no whale to cut as the irons drew in the night - so a 90 bbl whale was lost. 

Jan 28 should have had 250 bbls for them instead of none - One large one lost from alongside - one large one missed another one struck and then line parted.

The 29th Mr. H secured a 60 bbl. Feb 14 struck a large whale which stowed down 110 bbls. March 10th touched at Mocha for water to pots.

Went in to Talcahuano in May and fitted for 7 months cruise. [very bad weather crossed out] - left the 7th of June was delayed on account of the sickness & death of Mr. Matthews - their consignee[footnoteRef:4] - Capt Lewis was obliged to remain to close up Mr. M's business - very bad weather during that season - the 5th of July saw whales - Mr. H got one which should have made them 100 bbls - but a gale came on before they got cut in - so they lost the head - body made 65 [4:  A consignee is the recipient of goods in a shipment, the party who takes delivery of cargo at the 
destination.] 


Aug 10 had seen no more - Aug 23 went in went in to Massafuero - the 24th ______ at Juan Fernandez for wood then off to cruise

[bookmark: _Hlk209833977]
*****************************************************

1868. July – 2nd voyage – Went to Pacific Ocean – rounded Cape Horn in January – crew about 30 men … A year and five days before saw any whales … Jan at Cape Horn is summer – 16 hours [of light each day][footnoteRef:5] [5: The rest of the page can’t be deciphered.] 



*****************************************************

When H. T. Handy returned home from first whaling voyage – on bark Jireh Perry – found Mr. Frank Nye[footnoteRef:6] at Monument Station (now Bourne) so took passage with Mr. Nye until he met his father near “Blackwell’s”[footnoteRef:7] in Pocasset -- who had started to meet him as soon as he learned of the arrival of the Jireh Perry at New Bedford. Returning from the next voyage in 1872, the Woods Hole branch was just being completed -- Meeting an old friend in New Bedford he was told that when the train ascended the hill by ‘Al Wings’[footnoteRef:8] it “would run so slow he could jump off” – There being a flag station at Pocasset removed the necessity for jumping off+ [6:  Perhaps a reference to Ebenezer Franlkin Nye, master of the bark Stella on Henry Handy’s first voyage.]  [7:  There was a Blackwell family in Pocasset.]  [8:  Alvan Wing of Cataumet. The Wings were a prominent family in Sandwich.] 
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