


This report concerns the whaling voyages of my great-grandfather Henry Thomas Handy (1845-1916). Henry T. Handy was the father of my maternal grandfather, Ralph Ellis Handy (1893-1947).

The purpose of this report is to give as full a description as possible of Mr. Handy’s whaling career and his voyages.

BEGINNINGS; THE FIRST VOYAGE

Like his father, Capt. Joshua Handy (1813-1887), Henry T. Handy became a mariner. Nothing is known to me of Henry’s childhood, but on July 10, 1866 Henry Handy, age 21, sailed from New Bedford as an ordinary seaman on the bark[footnoteRef:1] Stella, his first voyage. A factor that caused him to go to sea, apparently, was a depressed economy and poor job prospects at home.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Bark – a sailing vessel so rigged that her two forward masts carry square sails and her aftermast carries fore-and-aft sails. “A bark sails nearly as fast as a comparable ship but with the economy of a smaller crew.” Source: The Captain’s Best Mate: The Journal of Mary Chipman Lawrence on the Whaler Addison, 1856-1860, edited by Stanton Garner (Providence, RI: Brown University Press, 1966), 271.]  [2:  Interview with Carol (Handy) Jillson of Sandwich, Mass. (a granddaughter of Henry T. Handy), August 29, 1993.] 


The voyage took him to the northwestern Pacific. It was not a successful one. The Whalemen's Shipping List is a card file at the New Bedford Free Public Library in New Bedford, Mass. A card reads:

Handy, Henry, bark Stella, N.B. [New Bedford]
lost Foggy Is., Cal., Aug. 11, 1867
Ordinary Seaman
1/150 [lay, the seaman’s share of the voyage’s profits]

Henry Handy did not keep a journal (at least there is no surviving copy) of that voyage. Some information can be gleaned about the voyage, though. The Stella was reported off Yokohama, Japan on May 11, 1867. On August 11, 1867, the Stella was in the Sea of Okhotsk, a whaling ground near the Kurile Islands. Located in the cold waters of the northwestern Pacific Ocean, the Kurile Islands are an archipelago stretching for 775 miles from the southern tip of Russia's Kamchatka Peninsula southwards to the Japanese island of Hokkaido, thus forming a boundary between the Sea of Okhotsk on the west and the Pacific Ocean on the east.

What happened then was described in the October 29, 1867 issue of the Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript:

LOSS OF BARK STELLA, OF THIS PORT. – A despatch from San Francisco, reports the loss of bark Stella, Capt. [Ebenezer] Nye, on the 11th of august, on “Foggy Island.” In the Northeast arm of the Gulf. While Capt. Nye was getting an anchor out, the ship fell off ashore, and went to pieces, killing two men and breaking the jaw of the 2d mate, Samuel Landers, and severely injuring several natives. The Stella was owned by Louis Snow & Son, and others, and was valued with outfits, when she sailed from this port, July 10th, 1866, at $50,000. There is insurance upon her at the different offices in this city to the amount of $38,750.

Mr. Handy returned home on the ship Jireh Perry. He arrived in New Bedford from Honolulu in March 1868.

THE SECOND VOYAGE

Henry Handy went to sea promptly again, sailing on July 1, 1868 on the bark Morning Star. He was appointed boatsteerer[footnoteRef:3]. He kept a journal of that voyage. The voyage to the South Pacific whaling grounds lasted four years. It began on July 1, 1868 and ended on August 16, 1872 when the Morning Star returned to New Bedford.[footnoteRef:4] The route of the voyage was to the North and South Atlantic, around Cape Horn, and to the South Pacific whaling grounds, off South America. Details of this voyage from Mr. Handy’s journal are given below. He visited many exotic locales and ports. He was appointed third mate during this voyage. [3:  Boatsteerer – “A minor ship’s officer. … ‘They must be responsible men, strong, clear-headed and prompt; for the boatsteerer is harpooner as well as steerer, and sits in the bow [of the whaleboat] with his tub at his feet, the harpoon and two or three coils of rope ready to be seized at the right moment.’”  Source:  A Good Catch; or, Mrs. Emerson’s Whaling-Cruise, by Helen E. Brown (Philadelphia: Board of Publication, 1884), 65, quoted in The Captain’s Best Mate, 271.  “The boatsteerer was “one of the most skillful of the ship’s crew.  The man who threw the ‘iron’ and steered the small boat in for the kill.” Source:  Whaling Masters, compiled and written by the Federal Writers Project of the Works Progress Administration of Massachusetts (New Bedford, MA.: Old Dartmouth Historical Society, 1938; reprinted 1986 by The Borgo Press, San Bernadino, CA), 28.  Iron – a harpoon, or the barbed iron shank of a harpoon to which the line is attached.]  [4:  Alexander Starbuck, History of the American Whale Fishery (2 vols.; New York: Argosy-Antiquarian Ltd., 1964),  II: 626-27.] 


THE THIRD VOYAGE

Mr. Handy sailed again on June 29, 1875 and joined the Morning Star, which was in the midst of a voyage that had begun (without Mr. Handy) on November 13, 1873. The captain of the Morning Star had died, and Mr. Handy joined the crew as first mate, replacing the former first mate, Albert M. Lewis, who had been promoted to captain. The voyage of the Morning Star +ended on June 28, 1878, meaning that Mr. Handy was away at sea for three years. Again, the voyage took Mr. Handy to the South Pacific.

CHRONOLOGY OF VOYAGES

Mr. Handy’s voyages took him to the northwestern Pacific off Japan and Siberia, the North and South Atlantic, and the South Pacific. I was able from two main sources -- Mr. Handy’s journal and the Whalemen's Shipping List and Merchants’ Transcript -- to piece together information about destinations and high points of the voyages. The following chronology is derived mainly from the Whalemen's Shipping List and Merchants’ Transcript:

June 27, 1864 – Jireh Perry sails from New Bedford.[footnoteRef:5] Mr. Handy is not on crew, but he will later return home on this ship. [5:  Jireh Perry.  Ship, New Bedford, 435 tons.  Benjamin H. Halsey, Captain.  Whaling ground, North Pacific.  Sailed July 27, 1864; date of arrival, March 26, 1868; 81 bbls. sperm oil; 1,147 bbls. whale oil.  Captain Halsey came home sick 1866; Captain Green came home 1867; sent home 269 sperm, 1,558 whale, 39,379 bone.  Source:  History of the American Whale Fishery, II:598-99.] 


July 10, 1866 --- Henry Handy sails as an ordinary seaman on the Stella of New Bedford, his first voyage. “Bark Stella, Capt. Ebenezer F. Nye, sailed from this port July 10th, 1866, for the North Pacific Ocean” (Whalemen's Shipping List and Merchants’ Transcript, July 17, 1866). The crew list, published in the Whalemen's Shipping List and Merchants’ Transcript, includes “Henry T. Handy, Sandwich.” Also, “A. W. Handy, do. [Sandwich].” The crew consisted of about 27 men, plus the captain. Samuel H. Landers of Sandwich was second mate.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, July 17, 1866. It is difficult to ascertain the exact number of crew members as some of the names were obscured in the microfilm copy at my disposal.] 


December 27, 1866 -- Stella is reported “at Paita (a city in northwestern Peru) “clean” [no oil taken].”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Whalemen’s Shipping List,  and Merchants’ Transcript, January 29, 1867.] 


February 18, 1867 -- Stella is reported as being “at the Equator, long. 125 [sic] w.”[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, June 18, 1867.] 


May 11, 1867 -- Stella is reported as being at port of Yokohama, Japan, having taken 130 bbls. of sperm oil.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, July 23, 1867 and October 1, 1867.] 


August 11, 1867 -- Stella is lost on Foggy Island in the Arctic Ocean.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, October 29, 1867.] 


March 26, 1868 -- Jireh Perry arrives in New Bedford, having sailed from Honolulu with Henry Handy on crew.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  History of the American Whale Fishery, II:598-99.  How Mr. Handy got to Honolulu is not known.] 


July 1, 1868 – Henry T. Handy sails on Morning Star (his second voyage).[footnoteRef:12] [12:  A note by Mr., Handy's daughter Etta H, Handy (see below), which is otherwise accurate, gives July 2 as the date of sailing.] 


September 15, 1868 -- Morning Star is reported as having sailed from the island of Fayal; 160 bbls. sperm oil taken.[footnoteRef:13] (Now spelled Faial, it is a Portuguese island in the central Azores. The Azores is a group of islands in the North Atlantic.) [13:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, October 13, 1868.] 


October 21, 1868 – Morning Star is reported at Bravo, Cape Verde Islands; 160 bbls sperm oil taken.[footnoteRef:14] The Cape Verde Islands are an archipelago of 10 islands located in the central Atlant+ic Ocean, approximately 350 miles off the coast of Western Africa. Bravo, now spelled Brava, is one of the Cape Verde Islands. [14:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, date?] 


April 5, 1869 – Morning Star is reported off Chincha Islands; 200 bbls. sperm oil taken.[footnoteRef:15] The Chincha Islands are a group of three small islands off the southwest coast of Peru. [15:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, October 5, 1869.] 


October 27, 1869 –- Morning Star is reported at Paita, Peru; 200 bbls. sperm oil taken.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, March 15, 1870.] 


May 1870 – Morning Star is reported at port of Talcahuano, Chile; 410 bbls. sperm oil taken.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, June 19, 1870.] 


October 8, 1870 – Morning Star is reported at sea; 430 bbls. sperm oil taken.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, February 21, 1871.] 


February 14, 1871 –- Morning Star is reported at sea; lat. 36.10 s, long 74 w (off the coast of Chile); 730 bbls. sperm oil taken.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, April 18, 1871.] 


April 7, 1871 – Morning Star is reported at Talcahuano, Chile; 1,100 bbls. sperm oil taken.[footnoteRef:20] Mr. Handy is appointed third mate.[footnoteRef:21] [20:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, July 11, 1871.]  [21:  Etta H. Handy note.] 


May 3, 1871 – Morning Star sails from with Talcahuano with about 540 bbls. of sperm oil on board (out of 1,100 bbls. taken all told).[footnoteRef:22] [22:  As per reports in Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, July 11, 1871 and October 24, 1871. The June 11, 1871 issue gives a total of 400 bbls. on board; the later October 24, 1871 issue gives a higher figure of 540 bbls. of sperm oil. I am assuming the higher figure is correct. Both issues give the same figure of 1,100 bbls. of sperm oil taken all told.] 

+
April 28, 1872 -- Morning Star is reported docked at Talcahuano, having taken 1,500 bbls. of sperm oil all told, of which 940 bbls. are on board.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, June 18, 1872.] 


May 14, 1872 -- Morning Star sails from Talcahuano for home with 940 bbls. of sperm oil on board (out of a total of 1,500 bbls. taken overall).[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, August 6, 1872.] 


August 16, 1872 -- Morning Star returns to New Bedford. Note that the return voyage from Chile took about three months.

November 13, +1873 -- Morning Star, Capt. James Potter, sails from New Bedford for Pacific Ocean Whaling Grounds. Henry T. Handy is not on board.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, April 28, 1874. Mr. Handy’s name is not on the crew list, and the other evidence appears to indicate that he left later and joined the Morning Star in the middle of its voyage.] 


January 14, 1874 -- Morning Star is reported at sea, lat. 40 S., lon. 30 E., having taken 180 bbls. whalebone.[footnoteRef:26] This latitude and longitude would place the ship approximately off Cape Horn, at the southernmost tip off South America, off the southeastern coast.) [26:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, April 28, 1874.] 


late November 1874 -- Morning Star is reported at the port of Talcahuano, Chile and is said to have " put in for men, having lost 15 men by desertion,"[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Boston Daily Globe, January 1, 1875] 


December 10, 1874 -- Morning Star sails from Valparaíso, Chile.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Boston Post, January 27, 1875.] 


April 1, 1875 -- Morning Star is reported laying on and off Valparaíso. "Capt Potter was sick and had been ordered to the baths and left that day. The Morning Star sailed that same day on a cruise of one month under charge of the mate, and at the end that time will return for Capt Potter."[footnoteRef:29] [29:  Boston Daily Globe, May 14, 1875] 


May 14, 1875 -- Morning Star sails for Panama -- from Valparaiso, Chile -- Capt. Potter having rejoined the vessel.[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Boston Post, June 15, 1875; Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, June 29, 1875.] 


June 29, 1875 -- Henry T. Handy sails on this date[footnoteRef:31] (his third voyage) from New Bedford to join the Morning Star, probably on bark Gazelle, which sailed from New Bedford on that date for Pacific Ocean whaling grounds.[footnoteRef:32] Gazelle, reaches island of Bravo (one of the Cape Verde Islands) about four months later. Just when and where it hooks up with Morning Star (enabling Mr. Handy to join the latter vessel's crew) is not known (assuming that this is how Mr. Handy sailed to join the Morning Star). [31:  Etta H. Handy note.]  [32:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, December 28, 1875.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk202372262]June 30, 1875 – Capt. James Potter, master of the Morning Star, dies in Panama.[footnoteRef:33] "The death of Capt. Potter ... was the result of an injury received by him some months since by coming in violent contact with a boat, and which produced a fatal abscess in the lumbar region, which broke inwardly. He was not seriously ill till a week before his death."[footnoteRef:34] [33:  Boston Evening Transcript, July 10, 1875.]  [34:  Fall River Daily Evening News, July 14, 1875.] 


July 1, 1875 -- Morning Star is reported at Panama, with Albert M. Lewis -- formerly first mate -- having taking over as master.[footnoteRef:35] [35:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, August 10, 1875.] 


July 22, 1875 -- Morning Star (now commanded by Capt. Lewis) sails from Panama "for Off Shore Ground."[footnoteRef:36] Perhaps Mr. Handy is on board as first mate. [36:  Boston Post, August 12, 1875; Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, August 24, 1875.] 


October 21, 1875 -- Bark Gazelle, on which Mr. Handy may have sailed, is reported at Bravo.[footnoteRef:37] [37:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, December 28, 1875.] 


January 19, 1876 -- Morning Star is reported at the Island of Juan Fernandez (located in the Pacific west of Chile), having taken 735 bbls. of sperm oil. Mr. Handy has certainly joined the crew by this time.

February 22, 1876 -- Morning Star is reported as having sailed from Valparaiso, Chile.[footnoteRef:38] [38:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, April 18, 1876.] 


April 14, 1876 -- Morning Star is reported at the port of Talcahuano, Chile, having taken 865 bbls. sperm oil.[footnoteRef:39] [39:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, August 1, 1876.] 


May 1876 -- Morning Star is reported “at sea, no lat. & c.”[footnoteRef:40] [40:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, April 24, 1877.] 


December 2, 1876 -- Morning Star sails from Talcahuano, with 660 bbls. of sperm oil on board (out of 1,135 bbls. taken all told).[footnoteRef:41] [41:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, October 23, 1877 and November 20, 1877.] 


May 30, 1877 -- After an interval during which it returned to the port once again, the Morning Star sails from Talcahuano, with 925 bbls. of sperm oil on board (out of 1,675 bbls. taken all told).

March 14, 1878 -- Morning Star is reported at Talcahuano with 1,910 bbls. sperm oil taken all told and 1,185 bbls. on board.[footnoteRef:42] [42:  Whalemen’s Shipping List, and Merchants’ Transcript, April ___ [?] 1878 and June 25, 1878.] 


March 26, 1878 -- Morning Star sails from Talcahuano.[footnoteRef:43] [43:  Boston Post, July 29, 1878.] 


June 28, 1878 -- Morning Star returns to New Bedford.[footnoteRef:44] The return voyage from Chile took about three months.[footnoteRef:45] [44:  Boston Post, July 29, 1878.]  [45:  (a) Morning Star. Bark, 238 tons. Sailed from New Bedford November 13, 1873. James E. Potter Capt. Whaling ground, Pacific Ocean. Date of arrival, October 1877. Capt. Potter died June 30, 1875. Had taken at last report 1,135 sperm. Source: History of the American Whale Fishery, II: 646-47. (b) Morning Star. Bark, New Bedford; 238 tons. November 12, 1873 – June 28, 1878. Whaling ground, Pacific; 1,910 bbls. sperm oil. Capt. James E. Potter. Capt. Potter died June 1875. Source: Returns of Whaling Vessels Sailing from American Ports: A Continuation of Alexander Starbuck’s “History of the American Whale Fishery,” 1866-1928, compiled by Reginald B. Hegarty (New Bedford, MA: The Old Dartmouth Historical Society, and Whaling Museum, 1959), 1.] 



*****************************************************

Mr. Handy kept a journal of his second voyage, which lasted from July 1, 1868 to August 16, 1872. His last journal entry is dated February 20, 1872 and is at latitude 36.25 S. and longitude 74.23 W., off the coast of Chile. There are no entries after February 20, 1872, although the voyage continued for another six months or so.
+
The journal is mostly devoted to nautical information like weather (winds), latitudes and longitudes, whales sighted and taken, amount of sperm oil taken, and, particularly, ship duties. Selections from the journal are provided herein.

The journal provides a good picture of what daily life on a whaling ship was like: the daily grind and toilsome tasks, the monotony, ships sighted and gammed (socialized) with, and things like the weather that were important to a sailor. What follows, therefore, is both a chronology and a 

diary. The journal entries are impersonal in nature. They do not, for the most part, describe Mr. Handy’s feelings or thoughts. They do not describe his personal experience of whaling, such as when (with one or two exceptions) the boats were lowered for a whale.

I have tried to specify where the ship was at specified times. Sources in footnotes corroborate and amplify information in the journal about various ships sighted. Nautical and whaling terms are defined in footnotes. Informational annotations of mine are in italics.

--  Roger W. Smith
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