William Blake, Annotations to Wordsworth's Poems (London, 1815)



WORDSWORTH

The powers requisite for the production of
poetry are, first, those of observation and description. . . .
whether the things depicted be actually present to the senses, or
have a place only in the memory. . . . 2dly, Sensibility, . . .

-- William Wordsworth, Preface to Lyrical Ballads

BLAKE

"One Power alone makes a Poet.-Imagination The Divine Vision"

And I could wish my days to be Bound each to each by natural piety.



WORDSWORTH

And I could wish my days to be
Bound each to each by natural piety.

-- William Wordsworth, “My Heart Leaps Up”

BLAKE

I see in Wordsworth the Natural Man rising up against the Spiritual Man Continually & then he is No Poet but a Heathen Philosopher at Enmity against all true Poetry or Inspiration

There is no such Thing as Natural Piety Because The Natural Man is at Enmity with Gcd”



WORDSWORTH

“Influence of Natural Objects in Calling Forth and Strengthening the Imagination in Boyhood and Early Youth” [title of a poem by Wordsworth]

BLAKE

Natural Objects always did & now do Weaken deaden & obliterate Imagination in Me Wordsworth must know that what he Writes Valuable is Not to be found in Nature Read Michael Angelos Sonnet vol 2 p. 179
