


toggery

1. informal
clothes; garments; togs

2. chiefly British
clothing

“We shall, in the narrative, give the performers in this real drama, unreal names; and for good reasons, throw just enough of our own toggery about them to prevent their being identified by strangers.” -- Walt Whitman, Life and Adventures of Jack Engle



roister, royster, roystering

to engage in noisy partying or celebration

“... his name is Jack Engle, and at the time of this introduction he is of the roystering age of twenty—stands about five feet ten, in his stocking feet—carries a pair of brown eyes and red cheeks to match, and looks mighty sharp at the girls as they go home through Nassau street from their work down town.” -- Walt Whitman, Life and Adventures of Jack Engle



custom

BRITISH

regular dealings with a shop or business by customers.

"if you keep me waiting, I will take my custom elsewhere"

“...  strange to tell, who should be engaged, by and by, as cook in the house of a wealthy family three blocks off, but this very same woman. ... not only did  she settle the bill, but sent her old friend a deal of profitable custom.” -- Walt Whitman, Life and Adventures of Jack Engle



monody

1. in ancient Greek literature, an ode sung by a single voice, as in a tragedy; lyric solo, generally a lament or dirge

2. a poem in which the poet mourns someone's death 

3. a monotonous sound or tone, as of waves

“inward monody” -- George Eliot, Daniel Deronda



drugget

1. a woolen or part-woolen material formerly used for clothing

2. a coarse fabric used as a floor covering, carpetlining, etc.

3. a coarse rug from India made of jute or cottonand hair

George Eliot, Daniel Deronda



antigropelos

waterproof leggings used to protect against mud

George Eliot, Daniel Deronda



burnous

a one-piece hooded cloak worn by Arabs and Berbers

white burnous

A burnous (Arabic) is a long cloak of coarse woollen fabric with a pointed hood, often white, traditionally worn by Arab and Berber men in North Africa. Historically, the white burnous was worn during important events by men of high positions.

[bookmark: _Hlk199523429]George Eliot, Daniel Deronda



wirework 

netting, mesh, etc. made of wire

“the ordinary wirework of social forms” -- George Eliot, Daniel Deronda


sylph

1.  in Paracelsus's alchemical system, any of a class of mortal, soulless beings supposed to inhabit the air 

2.  a slender, graceful woman or girl

Of course marriage was social promotion; she could not look forward to a single life; but promotions have sometimes to be taken with bitter herbs—a peerage will not quite do instead of leadership to the man who meant to lead; and this delicate-limbed sylph of twenty meant to lead.

George Eliot, Daniel Deronda



footpad

a criminal who robs pedestrians

considered a low criminal, as opposed to mounted highwayman



prodromal

MEDICAL

happening at the beginning of a particular medical condition, when the first symptoms (feelings of illness) are experienced

“We must be very tentative about the prodromal symptoms of revolution. Even retrospectively, diagnosis of the four societies we studied was very difficult, and there is little ground for belief that anyone today has enough knowledge and skill to apply formal methods of diagnosis to a contemporary society and say, in this case revolution will or will not occur shortly.”

Crane Brinton, The Anatomy of Revolution



alarum

alarm; archaic 

“We live in the midst of the alarums of war and revolution, of what can be not unfairly called world-wide revolution.”

[bookmark: _Hlk198173994]Crane Brinton, The Anatomy of Revolution


aught

archaic

anything at all.

"know you aught of this fellow, young sir?"

There are in our existence spots of time,
That with distinct pre-eminence retain
A renovating virtue, whence, depressed
By false opinion and contentious thought
Or aught of heavier or more deadly weight,
In trivial occupations, and the round
Of ordinary intercourse, our minds

William Wordsworth, The Prelude



burgherish

from burgher (noun)

an inhabitant of a borough or a town

a member of the middle class : a prosperous solid citizen.

"Stocky and burgherish, Mr. Frankel looked like an Old World schoolmaster. Indeed, he brought a zest for learning to his work. He was a lifelong student of international affairs, politics, history and government; relished science and technology; understood statistics and budgets; spoke German, Polish and Yiddish; and was conversant with Russian, French and Spanish."

"Max Frankel, Top Times Editor Who Led a Newspaper in Transition, Dies at 94," By Robert D. McFadden, The New York Times, March 23, 2025



bespoke

specially made for a particular person:

synonyms: custom-made, tailor-made

"Adams’s politics are at least bespoke enough to muddy standard boundaries."

"How Eric Adams Lost New York," By Matt Flegenheimer and Dana Rubinstein, New York Times Magazine, March 8, 2025



rill

a very small brook

Hence he [Casaubon} determined to abandon himself to the stream of feeling, and  perhaps was surprised to find what an exceedingly shallow rill it was.

George Eliot, Middlemarch



timon

noun, obsolete

an apparatus by which a vessel is steered; a helm



deicide

1 the act of killing a divine being or a symbolic substitute of such a being

2 the killer or destroyer of a god



blastment

archaic

a shrivelling up due to something in the air

a sudden injury or strike, or a harmful influence
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