The following is an inventory of books by and about the poet and artist William Blake in my personal home library.

-- Roger W. Smith, February 2025


Works by Blake

The Poetry and Prose of William Blake
edited by David V. Erdman
commentary by Harold Bloom
Doubleday & Company, 1965

The Complete Poetry and Prose of William Blake
newly revised edition
edited by David V. Erdman
commentary by Harold Bloom
paperback
Anchor Books, 1988

The Poems of William Blake
introduction by Aileen Ward
The Heritage Press, 1995

William Blake
Poems and Prophecies
introduction by Kathleen Raine
Everyman’s Library, 1991

William Blake
Selected Poems
edited with an introduction and notes by Nicholas Shrimpton
paperback
Dover Publications, 1995

Blake’s Selected Poems
selected by David and Virginia Erdman
paperback
Oxford University Press, 2019

William Blake
A Grain of Sand: Poems for Young Readers
chosen and introduced by Rosemary Manning
with engravings by William Blake
New York; Franklin Watts, Inc., 1967

William Blake
Poetical Sketches
facsimile edition
The English Replicas series
New York: Payson & Clarke Ltd, 1927

William Blake
Poetical Sketches
introduction by Robin Hamlyn
London: Tate Publishing, 2007

William Blake
The Marriage of Heaven and Hell
introduction by Clark Emery
paperback
University of Miami Press, 1963

William Blake
The Marriage of Heaven and Hell
edited with introduction and commentary by Michael Phillips
paperback
The Bodleian Library, 2011

William Blake
The Pickering Manuscript
paperback
Kessinger Publishing


Illuminated Books/Art

A Study of the Illuminated Books of William Blake: Poet Printer Prophet
introduction and commentary by Geoffrey Keynes
New York: The Orion Press, 1964
A book comprised of reproductions of pages from Blake’s illuminated books, with commentary by Keynes.

William Blake
Songs of Innocence and of Experience
with Blake’s original illustrations (plates)
New York: The Orion Press, 1967

William Blake
Songs of Innocence and of Experience
edited with an introduction and notes by Andrew Lincoln
paperback
Princeton University Press, 1991

William Blake
Songs of Innocence and of Experience
facsimile edition
introduction by Richard Holmes
London: Tate Publishing, 2006

William Blake
Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience
paperback
Walton Street Press, 2016

William Blake
The Marriage of Heaven and Hell
introduction and commentary by Sir Geoffrey Keynes
Oxford University Press, 1975
a reproduction of the original illuminated manuscript
I own both hardcover and paperback copies of this edition.

William Blake
The Book of Urizen
introduction by Clark Emery
paperback
University of Miami Press, 1966

Blake’s Job: William Blake’s Illustrations to the Book of Job
introduction and commentary by S. Foster Damon
paperback
New York. E. P. Dutton & Company, 1969

William Blake’s Water-Colours: Illustrating the Poems of Thomas Gray
introduction and commentary by Sir Geoffrey Keynes
Chicago, 1972

William Blake’s Illustrations to The Grave
oversize paperback
no publication information

William Blake: Water-Color Drawings
paperback
Boston: Museum of Fine Arts, 1957

Carolyn Keay
William Blake: Selected Engravings

Drawings of William Blake: 92 Pencil Studies
Selection, Introduction, and Commentary by Geoffrey Keynes
paperback
Dover Publications, Inc., 1970


Correspondence

The Letters of William Blake
edited by Geoffrey Keynes
Harvard University Press, 1970


General Introductions to Blake (Literary, Biographical) and/or His Art

Osbert Burdett
William Blake
New York: The Macmillan Company, 1926

Adrian Van Sinderen
Blake: The Mystic Genius
Syracuse University Press, 1949

Jean H. Hagstrum
William Blake Poet and Painter; An Introduction to the Illuminated Verse
paperback
The University of Chicago Press, 1964

Raymond Lister
William Blake: An Introduction to the Man and to His Work
foreword by G. E. Bentley, Jr.
New York: Frederick Ungar, 1968

William Vaughan
William Blake
British Artists series
Tate Publishing, 1999

Martin Myrone
The Blake Book
paperback
London: Tate Publishing, 2007


Biographies of Blake

Alexander Gilchrist
Life of William Blake; With Selections from His Poems and Other Writings; A New and Expanded Edition Illustrated from Blake’s Own Works; With Additional Letters and a Merroir of the Author
2 volumes
New York: Phaeton Press, 1969
(originally published 1880)

Gilchrist on Blake
edited by Richard Homes
paperback (Harper Perennial), 2005

Edwin J. Ellis
The Real Blake: A Portrait Biography
New York; Haskell House, 1970
(originally published 1906)

Charles Gardner
William Blake The Man
New York: Haskell House, 1970
(originally published 1919)

Thomas Wright
The Life of William Blake
two volumes in one
New York: Burt Franklin, 1969
originally published 1929

Mona Wilson
The Life of William Blake

Kathleen Raine
William Blake
paperback
Biographical Series of Supplements to ‘British Book News’ on Writers and Their Work
Longmans, Green & Co., 1951

James King
William Blake: His Life

G. E. Bentley Jr
The Stranger from Paradise: A Biography of William Blake

Peter Ackroyd
Blake: A Biography

John Beer
William Blake: A Literary Life

Michael Davis
William Blake: A New Kind of Man

Tobias Churton
Jerusalem! The Real Life of William Blake


Reference

G. E. Bentley, Jr.
Blake Records
Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1969
A compendium which prints, in chronological order, all known references to Blake and his family in contemporary accounts.

G. E. Bentley, Jr.
Blake Records Supplement: Being New Materials Related to the Life of William Blake Discovered Since the Publication of Blake Records (1969)
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1988

G. E. Bentley, Jr.
Blake Records, Second Edition
Yale University Press, 2004

S. Foster Damon
A Blake Dictionary: The Ideas and Symbols of William Blake
Revised Edition
paperback
University Press of New England, 1988


Criticism; Historical

Robert F. Gleckner
The Piper and the Bard: A Study of William Blake

Northrop Frye
Fearful Symmetry: A Study of William Blake
paperback
Princeton University Press, 1969

Harold Bloom
Blake’s Apocalypse: A Study in Prophetic Argument
Doubleday Anchor paperback, 1965

Kathleen Raine
Blake and the New Age
London: George Allen & Unwin, 1979

E. D. Hirsch, Jr.
Innocence and Experience: An Introduction to Blake

Brenda S. Webster
Blake’s Prophetic Psychology

Leo Damrosch
Eternity’s Sunrise: The Imaginative World of William Blake

Deborah Dorman
Blake in the Nineteenth Century: His Reputation as a Poet from Gilchrist to Yeats
Yale University Press, 1969

Robert E. Gleckner
Blake and Spenser
The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1985

Jacomina Korteling
Mysticism in Blake and Wordsworth
New York; Haskell House, 1966
(originally published 1928)

Kathleen Raine
The Human Face of God: William Blake and the Book of Job
New York; Thames and Hudson, 1982

Morton D. Paley
The Traveller in the Evening: The Last Works of William Blake
paperback
Oxford University Press, 2003

David Wagenknecht
Blake’s Night: William Blake and the Idea of the Pastoral

Marsha Keith Schuchard
Why Mrs Blake Cried: William Blake and the Sexual Basis of Spiritual Vision

J. Bronowski
William Blake and the Age of Revolution

David V. Erdman
Blake: Prophet Against Empire
paperback
Princeton University Press, 1977

Saree Makdisi
William Blake and the Impossible History of the 1790s
paperback’
The University of Chicago Press, 2003

E. P. Thompson
Witness Against the Beast: William Blake and the Moral Law

Blake, Politics, and History
edited by Jackie DiSalvo, G. A. Rosso, and Christopher Z. Hobson
Garland Publishing, Inc., 1998

Michael Ferber
The Social Vision of William Blake

W.J.T. Mitchell
Blake’s Composite Art: A Study of the Illuminated Poetry


Miscellaneous

J. C. E. Bassalik de Vries
William Blake in His Relation to Dante Gabriel Rossetti
dissertation, University of Zurich, 1911
paperback
Forgotten Books, 2015

Blake and Swedenborg: Opposition Is True Friendship; An Anthology; The Sources of William Blake’s Arts; In the Writings of Emanuel Swedenborg
compiled and edited by Harvey F. Bellin and Darrell Ruhl, in conjunction with George F. Dole, Tom Kieffer and Nancy Crompton
introduction by George F. Dole
paperback
New York; Swedenborg Foundation, 1985

Stanley Gardner
The Tyger, The Lamb and the Terrible Desart: Songs of Innocence and of Experience in its times and circumstances; Including facsimiles of two copies
London: Golden Cockerel Press; Cranbury, NJ: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press

Janet Warner
Other Sorrows, Other Joys: The Marriage of Catherine Sophia Boucher and William Blake; A Novel
1

