


doomscroll

verb

to spend excessive time scrolling (see scroll entry 2) through online content (especially news) that makes one feel sad, anxious, angry, etc.

Gen Z viewers are click-happy for an era without cellphones or social media, where people met in person and cultivated mystery and didn’t doomscroll all day long. --The Lost Horizon of John and Carolyn, By Maureen Dowd. The New York Times. March 14, 2026


verklempt 

overcome with emotion, choked up.

borrowed from Yiddish פֿאַרקלעמט (farklemt, “depressed, distraught; choked up”)

Women, increasingly dejected by unsatisfying online interactions with men, were VERKLEMPT about the episode depicting John sending flowers to Carolyn’s office every day until she agreed to go out with him. ing elusive. -- The Lost Horizon of John and Carolyn, By Maureen Dowd. The New York Times. March 14, 2026


ensorcell

to enchant, bewitch, fascinate

The cool aesthetics were a means to an end, an ENSORCELLING engine that put you in a position to change the world. -- The Lost Horizon of John and Carolyn, By Maureen Dowd. The New York Times. March 14, 2026


showrunner

a person who is in charge of a TV series and has control over creative and management decisions that relate to it

Nina Jacobson, a “Love Story” producer, admitted, “Given how much we’re rooting for John and Carolyn, Daryl Hannah occupies a space where she’s an adversary to what yo****u want narratively in the story.” The producers did not consult with Hannah or the Kennedys. Connor Hines, the SHOWRUNNER, told Variety that “it allows you to be a lot more objective.” -- The Lost Horizon of John and Carolyn, By Maureen Dowd. The New York Times. March 14, 2026


parasocial

of or relating to the connection or imagined connection between a regular person and a fictional character, celebrity, or other public figure.

A lot of parasocial young people on Instagram and TikTok are GOBSMACKED with the fractured fairy tale about a cigarette-smoking Cinderella, a Calvin Klein shop girl who made it to the lawn at Hyannis Port. -- The Lost Horizon of John and Carolyn, By Maureen Dowd. The New York Times. March 14, 2026


gobsmacked

adjective

so surprised that you cannot speak

He was completely gobsmacked when he won the award.

Gobsmacked Democrats have reacted to the [election] wipeout in different ways. Some think Kamala [Harris] did not court the left enough, touting trans rights and repudiating Israel. -- Maureen Dowd, The New York Times

A lot of parasocial young people on Instagram and Tiktok are gobsmacked with the fractured fairy tale about a cigarette-smoking Cinderella, a Calvin Klein shop girl who made it to the lawn at Hyannis Port. -- The Lost Horizon of John and Carolyn, By Maureen Dowd. The New York Times. March 14, 2026


cosplay

the hobby of dressing as and pretending to be a character from a movie, TV show, comic book, etc.

This Star Trek tunic is perfect for cosplay or conventions. ….for whom the act of protest was more important than the causes for which they protested. I discern a similar spirit of revolutionary COSPLAY among today’s youthful activists who claim to be creating “liberated zones” on campus quads. Indeed, the website of the National Students for Justice in Palestine — the umbrella organization coordinating protests across the country — proclaims wistfully: “There are many parallels between our current movement and the opposition to the war on Vietnam.” -- “I’ve read student protesters’ manifestos. This is ugly stuff. Clueless, too.” By Max Boot, The Washington Post, May 6, 2024

I was skeptical about George. Politics and entertainment were merging, and I was worried that the balance would tilt toward the superficial. George was a fanzine for “the giant puppet show” of politics, as J.F.K. Jr. called it — a strange blend of Vanity Fair and C-SPAN. Was it too frivolous, with a glossy debut cover of Cindy Crawford COSPLAYING George Washington? Was it weird to have a cover with Drew Barrymore vamping as Marilyn Monroe, the paramour of J.F.K. Jr.’s father and uncle? -- The Lost Horizon of John and Carolyn, By Maureen Dowd. The New York Times. March 14, 2026


emulous

inspired by or deriving from a desire to emulate

ambitious or eager to emulate

obsolete: jealous

LO! THE unbounded sea!
On its breast a Ship starting, spreading all her sails—an ample
        Ship, carrying even her moonsails;
The pennant is flying aloft, as she speeds, she speeds so stately—
        below, emulous waves press forward,
They surround the Ship, with shining curving motions, and foam.

Walt Whitman, "The Ship Starting"


glambot

a short, slow-motion video of a celebrity at an award ceremony, such as the Oscars or Grammys, usually accompanied by music. The noun itself actually refers to the specialized camera system created by Cole Walliser, but the term is more commonly used to refer to the short videos the system creates. Example sentence: "I loved Rihanna's glambot from yesterday's Grammys ceremony."

"It’s not hard to imagine why an ambitious woman might adopt an exaggerated, tough persona to fit in with a movement defined by chest thumping so heavy-handed it smells like misogyny. But Ms. Noem’s desperation to turn herself into a glambot enforcer was always just … sad."\\ 
-- What Kristi Noem Should Do After President Trump Fired Her. By Michelle Cottle, 
The New York Times, March 5, 2026


percipient

capable of or characterized by perception: discerning

a percipient critic

"Ann Godoff, a percipient editor and intuitive publisher who cultivated the careers of dozens of novelists and nonfiction authors for more than three decades as the head of Random House and then of Penguin Press, died on Tuesday in Albany, N.Y." -- Ann Godoff, a Top Editor and Publisher of Best Sellers, Dies at 76, By Sam Roberts, The New York Times , February 25, 2026


whinge

"Demanding Greenland, which [Trump]kept calling Iceland, he whinged to global leaders at Davos: “All I want is a piece of ice.” -- Maureen Dowd, "The Un-American President," The New York Times, Januayay 24, 2026


grindhouse

A "grindhouse movie" is a low-budget, often exploitative film known for sensationalistic content like graphic violence, sex, and bizarre subject matter. The term originates from "grindhouses," which were theaters that showed these types of films, sometimes in continuous double or triple features, for a low admission price. Today, the term can refer to the films themselves or to modern movies inspired by this style of filmmaking.  

Nicholas McGee, 48, turned his Flatbush apartment into a grotesque scene that would give a grindhouse B-movie director pause when he killed 39-year-old Kawsheen Gelzer in a seedy dispute over sex, drugs and disrespect in March 2022.-- Brooklyn man gets life for chopping up his drug dealer, hiding body parts in fridge , By John Annese, New York Daily News, November 19, 2025


mansplain

(of a man) explain (something) to someone, typically a woman, in a manner regarded as condescending or patronizing.

"As Needleman shifted from #MeToo protester to public accuser, she drew a loyal posse of acolytes as well as a growing crowd of critics — many of them older men who complained that her approach left little room for dissent or self-defense.

"She rarely tried to contradict this impression. When a Canadian trumpeter suggested they meet to discuss their differences, she never responded: Why waste her time getting mansplained about issues she knows all too well?"

-- "She spurned the concertmaster’s advance. Now she’s classical music’s #MeToo vigilante." By Geoff Edgers, The Washington Post, October 19. 2025


thumping

UK informal

very big or important

a thumping defeat/victory

They won by a thumping majority


épater

to crush, to flatten

to provoke admiring astonishment

Works like “Eastern Standard” (1987) and “The American Plan” (1990), two of his first major plays, were incisive and biting, but never cruel. His goal was to examine the bourgeoisie, but never to épater 

“Richard Greenberg, Playwright Whose ‘Take Me Out’ Won a Tony, Dies at 67.” By Clay Risen, The New York Times, July 8, 2025


hoover (used as verb)

Before Trump did it, with an assist from the Supreme Court on Friday, it was Dick Cheney and Donald Rumsfeld who worked to erode checks and balances and hoover all the power into the executive branch.

"Obfuscating on Obliterating," by Maureen Dowd, The New York Times, June 28, 2025


trumpery

1. something showy but worthless 

2. nonsense; rubbish

3, adjective: showy but worthless; trashy; 

a trumpery claim 

The two scoundrels had taken their precautions, and prepared their way, but too well; they had the law on their side, and the mechanic and his family were ruined.—For a trumpery claim of damages was established, and not a single dollar did Covert pay for the work.

-- Walt Whitman, Life and Adventures of Jack Engle


palladium

something that affords effectual protection or security: safeguard

“That we are down, sir—that we are down, as a commercial people, I grant you,” was the response of the Hon. Isaac Leech, “but not from anything done by the Whig party. Sir, that party is the palladium of our freedom.
[bookmark: _Hlk201661510]
-- Walt Whitman, Life and Adventures of Jack Engle


wingman

slang: a friend who assists another friend in social situations, particularly when it comes to meeting or interacting with potential romantic partners. The term originated in military aviation, where a wingman was a supporting pilot.

Epstein and Trump were known to have floated in the same social circles starting in the late 1980s and continuing for another two decades. They partied and dined together at their respective Manhattan and Mar-a-Lago homes, jetting between New York and Florida. They were each other’s wingmen, according to one person who had observed them together.

"Musk says Trump is in the secret Epstein files. Here’s what to know," The Washington Post, June 6 2025


boîte

a nightclub

As Raheem Kassam, one of the owners of Butterworth’s, the new Trumpworld boîte on Capitol Hill, assured Politico, “MAGA will not sell out to ketamine.”

Maureen Dowd, "Clash of the Bilious Billionaires," The New York Times, June 7, 2025

toggery

1. informal
clothes; garments; togs

2. chiefly British
clothing

“We shall, in the narrative, give the performers in this real drama, unreal names; and for good reasons, throw just enough of our own toggery about them to prevent their being identified by strangers.” -- Walt Whitman, Life and Adventures of Jack Engle



roister, royster, roystering

to engage in noisy partying or celebration

“... his name is Jack Engle, and at the time of this introduction he is of the roystering age of twenty—stands about five feet ten, in his stocking feet—carries a pair of brown eyes and red cheeks to match, and looks mighty sharp at the girls as they go home through Nassau street from their work down town.” -- Walt Whitman, Life and Adventures of Jack Engle


custom

British

regular dealings with a shop or business by customers.

"if you keep me waiting, I will take my custom elsewhere"

“... strange to tell, who should be engaged, by and by, as cook in the house of a wealthy family three blocks off, but this very same woman. ... not only did she settle the bill, but sent her old friend a deal of profitable custom.” -- Walt Whitman, Life and Adventures of Jack Engle



monody

1. in ancient Greek literature, an ode sung by a single voice, as in a tragedy; lyric solo, generally a lament or dirge

2. a poem in which the poet mourns someone's death 

3. a monotonous sound or tone, as of waves

“inward monody” -- George Eliot, Daniel Deronda



drugget

1. a woolen or part-woolen material formerly used for clothing

2. a coarse fabric used as a floor covering, carpetlining, etc.

3. a coarse rug from India made of jute or cottonand hair

George Eliot, Daniel Deronda



antigropelos

waterproof leggings used to protect against mud

George Eliot, Daniel Deronda



burnous

a one-piece hooded cloak worn by Arabs and Berbers

white burnous

A burnous (Arabic) is a long cloak of coarse woollen fabric with a pointed hood, often white, traditionally worn by Arab and Berber men in North Africa. Historically, the white burnous was worn during important events by men of high positions.

[bookmark: _Hlk199523429]George Eliot, Daniel Deronda



wirework 

netting, mesh, etc. made of wire

“the ordinary wirework of social forms” -- George Eliot, Daniel Deronda


sylph

1. in Paracelsus's alchemical system, any of a class of mortal, soulless beings supposed to inhabit the air 

2. a slender, graceful woman or girl

Of course marriage was social promotion; she could not look forward to a single life; but promotions have sometimes to be taken with bitter herbs—a peerage will not quite do instead of leadership to the man who meant to lead; and this delicate-limbed sylph of twenty meant to lead.

George Eliot, Daniel Deronda



footpad

a criminal who robs pedestrians

considered a low criminal, as opposed to mounted highwayman



prodromal

MEDICAL

happening at the beginning of a particular medical condition, when the first symptoms (feelings of illness) are experienced

“We must be very tentative about the prodromal symptoms of revolution. Even retrospectively, diagnosis of the four societies we studied was very difficult, and there is little ground for belief that anyone today has enough knowledge and skill to apply formal methods of diagnosis to a contemporary society and say, in this case revolution will or will not occur shortly.”

Crane Brinton, The Anatomy of Revolution



alarum

alarm; archaic 

“We live in the midst of the alarums of war and revolution, of what can be not unfairly called world-wide revolution.”

[bookmark: _Hlk198173994]Crane Brinton, The Anatomy of Revolution


aught

archaic

anything at all.

"know you aught of this fellow, young sir?"

There are in our existence spots of time,
That with distinct pre-eminence retain
A renovating virtue, whence, depressed
By false opinion and contentious thought
Or aught of heavier or more deadly weight,
In trivial occupations, and the round
Of ordinary intercourse, our minds

William Wordsworth, The Prelude



burgherish

from burgher (noun)

an inhabitant of a borough or a town

a member of the middle class : a prosperous solid citizen.

"Stocky and burgherish, Mr. Frankel looked like an Old World schoolmaster. Indeed, he brought a zest for learning to his work. He was a lifelong student of international affairs, politics, history and government; relished science and technology; understood statistics and budgets; spoke German, Polish and Yiddish; and was conversant with Russian, French and Spanish."

"Max Frankel, Top Times Editor Who Led a Newspaper in Transition, Dies at 94," By Robert D. McFadden, The New York Times, March 23, 2025



bespoke

specially made for a particular person:

synonyms: custom-made, tailor-made

"Adams’s politics are at least bespoke enough to muddy standard boundaries."

"How Eric Adams Lost New York," By Matt Flegenheimer and Dana Rubinstein, New York Times Magazine, March 8, 2025

Mr. Stern was a small, wiry man with a high-pitched voice and an impatient energy that pulled in the focus of a classroom or a sales pitch. He knew almost everyone in New York architecture and real estate. His trademarks were butter-yellow socks and pocket squares, worn with suede loafers and chalk-striped bespoke suits.

Robert A.M. Stern, Architect Who Reinvented Prewar Splendor, Dies at 86, By Robert D. McFadden, The New York Times, November 27, 2025



rill

a very small brook

Hence he [Casaubon} determined to abandon himself to the stream of feeling, and perhaps was surprised to find what an exceedingly shallow rill it was.

George Eliot, Middlemarch



timon

noun, obsolete

an apparatus by which a vessel is steered; a helm



deicide

1 the act of killing a divine being or a symbolic substitute of such a being

2 the killer or destroyer of a god



blastment

archaic

a shrivelling up due to something in the air

a sudden injury or strike, or a harmful influence


2

